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MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN MIDLANDS 
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 24TH APRIL 2012 AT THE BAGDAD 

COMMUNITY CLUB, BAGDAD COMMENCING AT 10:00 A.M. 
 

OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
  
1. PRAYERS 
 
Mrs Christine Knight conducted Prayers. 
 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
Mayor A E Bisdee OAM, Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, Clr A R Bantick, Clr C J Beven, 
Clr B Campbell, Clr M Connors, Clr D F Fish, Clr A O Green and Clr J L Jones OAM.  
  
In Attendance: Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager), Mr A Benson (Manager – 
Community and Corporate Development), Mr D Mackey (Manager Strategic Projects) 
and Mrs K Brazendale (Executive Assistant). 
  
 
 
3. APOLOGIES 
 
Nil. 
 
 
4. APPLICATION FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Nil. 
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5. MINUTES 
 
5.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the previous meeting of Council held on the 28th March 2012, as 
circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
C/12/04/005/10896 DECISION 
Moved by Clr C J Beven, seconded by Clr J L Jones OAM 
 
THAT the Minutes of the previous meeting of Council held on the 28th March 2012, as 
circulated, be confirmed. 
CARRIED. 
 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 
 
 
5.2 SPECIAL COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
Nil. 
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5.3 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

5.3.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the following Special Committee of Council, as circulated, are submitted 
for receipt: 
 

 Lake Dulverton and Callington Park Management Committee – meeting 
held 17th April 2012 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committee of Council be received. 
 
C/12/04/006/10897 DECISION 
Moved by Clr D F Fish, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committee of Council be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 



Council Meeting Minutes – 24th April 2012  PUBLIC COPY 

7 

 

5.3.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 

 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committee 
of Council are submitted for endorsement. 
 

 Lake Dulverton and Callington Park Management Committee – meeting 
held 17th April 2012 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committee of Council be endorsed. 
 
C/12/04/007/10898 DECISION 
Moved by Clr J L Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committee of Council be endorsed. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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5.4 JOINT AUTHORITIES (ESTABLISHED UNDER DIVISION 4 OF THE LOCAL 

 GOVERNMENT ACT 1993) 
 

5.4.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meetings, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil 
 Southern Waste Strategy Authority - Nil 
 

Note: Issues which require further consideration and decision by Council will be 
included as a separate Agenda Item, noting that Council’s representative on the Joint 
Authority may provide additional comment in relation to any issue, or respond to any 
question. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Joint Authority meetings be received. 
 
DECISION 
 
DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
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5.4.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual and Quarterly) 
 

Section 36A of the Local Government Act 1993 provides the following; 
 

36A. Annual reports of authorities  
 
(1) A single authority or joint authority must submit an annual report to the single 
authority council or participating councils.  
 

(2) The annual report of a single authority or joint authority is to include –  
 
(a) a statement of its activities during the preceding financial year; and 
(b) a statement of its performance in relation to the goals and objectives set for the 
preceding financial year; and 
(c) the financial statements for the preceding financial year; and 
(d) a copy of the audit opinion for the preceding financial year; and 
(e) any other information it considers appropriate or necessary to inform the single 
authority council or participating councils of its performance and progress during the 
financial year. 

 

Section 36B of the Local Government Act 1993 provides the following; 
 
36B. Quarterly reports of authorities  
 
(1) A single authority or joint authority must submit to the single authority council or 
participating councils a report as soon as practicable after the end of March, June, 
September and December in each year.  
 
(2) The quarterly report of the single authority or joint authority is to include –  
 
(a) a statement of its general performance; and 
(b) a statement of its financial performance. 
 
Reports prepared by the following Joint Authorities, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil 
 Southern Waste Strategy Authority – Nil 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the reports received from the Joint Authorities be received. 
 
DECISION 
 

DECISION NOT REQUIRED 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2005, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since 
the last meeting.  
 
It is reported that no Council workshops have been held since the last ordinary meeting of 
Council. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received.  
 
C/12/04/010/10899 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 
 
C/12/04/010/10900 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM 
 
THAT Item 15.7.1 Midlands Recreation and Aquatic Centre be bought forward onto the 
agenda to enable Mr R Bzowy to present the revised Concept Plan. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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Council Address: 
 
10.06 a.m. - Mr Rick Bzowy (Consultant Architect) briefed Council in relation to the 
revised concept plan for the Midlands Recreation and Aquatic Centre, prepared in 
consultation with the community based Swimming Pool Committee. 
 
Mayor A E Bisdee OAM left the meeting at 10.15 a.m. to attend an Anzac Service at 
Campania District High School. 
 
Mr D Cundall (Planning Officer) attended the meeting at 10.39 a.m. 
 
The presentation concluded at 10.41 a.m. 
 

15.7.1 Midlands Recreation & Aquatic Centre (Revised Concept Plan) 

 
File Ref:   
 
AUTHOR   GENERAL MANAGER 
DATE  18th APRIL 2012 
 

 
ISSUE 
 
Presentation of revised concept Plan for the Midlands Recreation & Aquatic Centre – 
submitted for Council review and endorsement. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Councillors will recall the initial design and plans prepared by East Design for the 
construction of the Midlands Recreation & Aquatic Centre. The design was fairly 
ambitious and a quantity surveyor estimated the total construction cost would be in the 
vicinity of $6.5 million dollars. 
 
Whilst there was general support for the overall design, it was acknowledged that there 
was a need to review the plans with the intention of reducing the capital construction 
cost. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Mr Rick Bzowy, being a recognised architect that has had considerable experience in the 
development and planning of recreation and aquatic centres, was subsequently engaged 
with the following brief: 
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 Create an alternative design concept footprint for an Aquatic and Recreation 

Centre aiming for say a $4.0 m Budget (design concept limited to a site plan and 
floor plan only at this stage); 

 Conceptual plans to be measured and a cost estimate calculated using the rates in 
the existing cost estimate. 

 
In recent weeks, Mr Bzowy has been working in conjunction with the Pool Committee* 
to review the plans and prepare a revised design concept. This process also involved 
gaining an understanding of the community’s needs and expectations (through the 
Committee members) and identifying the key infrastructure necessary to ensure optimum 
use. 
 
 

Note: Committee Membership: Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM (Chair), Mrs J Isles, Mrs M 
Foster, Mr R Gardner, Mrs L Coppleman and Mrs K Dudgeon. 
 

Mr Bzowy also prepared briefing notes following a review of the KPMG Business Plan 
prepared in 2010. No arrangements have been made with KPMG to update the Business 
Plan at this stage, however this will be a required step in the process. 
 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – The revised total capital cost (utilising 
the unit rates set by the original Quantity Surveyor) has been estimated at $4.50 million, 
noting that there is a large sum for inflation and contingencies included.  
 
 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Involvement of the Pool 
Committee has enabled considerable input into the development of the revised concept 
plans. Council will need to determine at what stage (and through what process) the plan 
is presented to the broader community.  
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Following review and endorsement by 
Council, it is intended to convene a meeting with the Minister for Sport and Recreation, 
including representatives from the Department of Sport & Recreation. This is consistent 
with the outcome of the discussions with the State Government Cabinet in January 2012.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council endorse the revised concept plans for the Midlands Recreation and 
Aquatic Centre. 
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C/12/04/013/10901 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Clr D F Fish 
 
THAT: 

a) Council endorse the revised concept plans for the Midlands Recreation and 
Aquatic Centre; and  

b) It be noted that further discussion would be held ‘In Committee’ in regard to the 
property issues. 

CARRIED. 
 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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The meeting was suspended for a short break at 10.44 a.m. and resumed at 10.55 a.m. 
 
 
7. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA  
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at 
an ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the general manager 
has reported – 
 
 (a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
 (b) that the matter is urgent; and 
 (c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary 
items not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2005.  
 
The General Manager reported that the following items need to be included on the 
Agenda. The matters are urgent, and the necessary advice is provided (if applicable):- 

 
 

 In-Committee (Item 21.2) – Midlands Aquatic and Recreation Centre 
 
C/12/04/021/10902 DECISION 
Moved by Clr J L Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with the above listed 
supplementary item not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2005. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the chairman of a meeting is to request 
Councillors to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in 
any item on the Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005. 
 
The following Pecuniary Interests were declared: 
 
 
Clr J L Jones OAM – Item 17.3.2 - Rural Alive & Well Inc. - Request for Rate Remission 
 
Clr A R Bantick  - Item 21.2 ‘In-Committee’ - Midlands Aquatic and Recreation Centre 
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9. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 12.30 PM) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2005, the agenda is to make provision for public 
question time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2005 states: 
 
(1)  Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 

days before an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at 
the meeting.   

 
(2) The chairperson may – 

(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; 
and 

(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to 
ask questions relating to the activities of the Council. 

 
(3)   The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if 

required, at least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for 
questions by members of the public. 

 
(4)  A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an 

answer to that question are not to be debated. 
 
(5)  The chairperson may – 
  (a) refuse to accept a question; or 

(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be 
answered at a later meeting. 

 
(6)  If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give 

reasons for doing so. 
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Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, Questions on Notice 
had been received from the following: 
 

1. D & H Griggs – Property Owner at Rhyndaston – refer letter dated 15th April 
2012 – attached. 

 

General Manager’s Comments: 
 

Three separate issues are raised in the correspondence: 
 

a) 2012/13 Rates and Charges – request to limit rate increase. Self explanatory and 
subject to Council decision as part of developing the 2012/13 Budget and 
associated Rates and Charges.  

 
For information, the rate percentage increases quoted in the correspondence is a 
result of the minimum level of Rates and Charges being imposed on the Griggs 
property. (i.e. the minimum General Rate was increased from $220.00 in 2009/10; 
$250 in 2010/11 and $275 in 2011/12. At the same time, the standard vacant 
allotment charge for Waste Management increased by $1.00 over the same period; 
and the minimum Fire Service Levy has increased by $1.00 per annum ($34.00 in 
2011/12). 
 

b) Rhyndaston Road – Dangerous section of road (steep embankment) – Council is 
ware of this location and it is to be considered as part of the 2012/13 Capital 
Works Program. 

c) Rhyndaston Road – Bitumen Repairs – Manager – Works & Technical Services 
has advised that whilst repairs are undertaken on an annual basis, they are not 
necessarily in the same location. Having said that, there are some isolated areas 
which continue to fail, which is due to the existence of sub-surface drains and 
associated sub-base failure. Unplanned heavy traffic, associated with train 
derailment, did impact on the integrity of the road. 

 
C/12/04/024/10903 DECISION 
Moved by Clr C J Beven, seconded by Clr D F Fish 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 
No questions were raised by members of the public. 
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9.1 PERMISSION TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
 

Permission has been granted for the following person(s) to address Council: 
 
 10.00 a.m. – Mr Rick Bzowy will attend the meeting to discuss Item 15.7.1. 
 
 11.30 a.m. – Graham Green, in his capacity as both STCA Joint Project Manager 

and Council’s NRM/GIS officer, will attend the meeting to preset the draft 
Climate Change Adaptation Plan (Note: This is an information session with the 
intention of presenting the Plan for formal endorsement at the May 2012 Council 
Meeting). 

 
 12.15 p.m. – Manager – Heritage Projects Brad Williams will give a presentation 

to the meeting entitled Local Government Managing Historical Archaeology - 
The Southern Midlands Council Experience, which was presented to the 
Australasian Society for Historical Archaeology in Dunedin NZ last November 

 

10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005 

 
 

10.1 MIDLANDS HIGHWAY 
 
Clr A O Green has submitted the following Notice of Motion: 
 

THAT: 
a) the Southern Midlands Council convey to the State and Federal Governments its 

dismay at the continuing carnage on the Midland Highway;  
b) the Southern Midlands Council confirm that it holds the safety of its residents 

paramount; and  
c) the Southern Midlands Council acknowledge the constant fear residents of 

Bagdad and Mangalore continue to live under due to the unsafe entry and exit 
conditions on the Midland Highway; and 

d) in accordance with local residents wishes’, the Southern Midlands Council initiate 
discussions with the State Government with a view to reducing the speed limit on 
the Midland Highway between Pontville and Dysart to reduce the risk of death or 
injury to local residents. 



Council Meeting Minutes – 24th April 2012  PUBLIC COPY 

26 

 

C/12/04/026/10904 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Clr A R Bantick 
 
THAT: 

a) the Southern Midlands Council convey to the State and Federal Governments its 
dismay at the continuing carnage on the Midland Highway;  

b) the Southern Midlands Council confirm that it holds the safety of its residents 
paramount;  

c) the Southern Midlands Council acknowledge the constant fear residents of 
Bagdad and Mangalore continue to live under due to the unsafe entry and exit 
conditions on the Midland Highway; and 

d) in accordance with local residents wishes’, the Southern Midlands Council initiate 
discussions with the State Government with a view to reducing the speed limit on 
the Midland Highway between Pontville and Dysart to reduce the risk of death or 
injury to local residents. 

CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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11. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 

THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning 
and Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
 
11.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
11.2  SUBDIVISIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
11.3  MUNICIPAL SEAL (PLANNING AUTHORITY) 

11.3.1 COUNCILLOR INFORMATION:- MUNICIPAL SEAL APPLIED UNDER 

DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO SUBDIVISION FINAL PLANS & RELATED 

DOCUMENTS 
 

File Ref: (Refer PID numbers in table below) 
 

 
Nil Report. 
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12. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

12.1  ROADS  
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 13 
1.1.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the 

municipal area. 

 
Nil. 
 
12.2  BRIDGES  
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 
1.2.1  Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the 

municipality.  

 
Nil. 
 
12.3  WALKWAYS  
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 
1.3.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways and 

pedestrian areas.  

 
Nil. 
 
12.4  LIGHTING  
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 
1.4.1 Improve lighting for pedestrians.  

 
Nil. 
 
12.5  SEWERS  
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 
1.5.1 Increase the number of properties that have access to reticulated sewerage 

services. 
1.5.2 Ensure that sewerage treatment that meets the required environmental 

performance standards.  
 

Nil. 
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12.6  WATER  
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 
1.6.1 Increase the number of properties that have access to reticulated water. 
1.6.2 Continue to provide domestic drinking water that meets the Australian 

Drinking Water Guidelines. 
Nil. 
 
 

12.7  IRRIGATION  
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 
1.7.1 Increase access to irrigation water within the municipality. 
Nil. 
 
12.8  DRAINAGE  
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 
1.8.1 Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 
Nil. 
 
12.9  WASTE 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 16 
1.9.1 Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management 

services to the Community. 
Nil. 
 
12.10 INFORMATION, COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 16 
1.10.1 Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 
Nil. 
 
12.11 SIGNAGE 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 16 
1.11.1 Signage that is distinctive, informative, easy to see and easy to understand. 
Nil. 
 
12.12 PUBLIC AMENITIES 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page  
1.12.1 Develop a policy framework along with design guidelines for public 

amenities 
Nil. 
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C/12/04/030/10905 DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr J L Jones OAM 
 
THAT Item 12.13 be deferred pending the arrival of Mr J Lyall (Manager - Works & 
Technical Services) 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 
 
 
 
 
 
13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 

GROWTH) 
 
13.1  RESIDENTIAL 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 17 
2.1.1 Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 
 
Nil. 
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13.2  TOURISM 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 17 
2.2.1 Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the 

municipality. 

13.2.1 Destination Southern Tasmania Board – Invitation to Nominate 
Director 

 
File Ref:   
 
ATTACHMENT: Destination Southern Tasmania Limited - Letter dated 16th April 

2012 
ENCLOSURE: Nil 
 
AUTHOR   GENERAL MANAGER 
DATE  19th APRIL 2012 
 

ISSUE 
 
Council to consider nominating a person(s) for appointment to the Destination Southern 
Tasmania Board. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Councillors will recall the presentation made to the Council Meeting held 29th February 
2012 by Mr Vincent Barron, accompanied by two other representatives. The purpose of 
that presentation was to detail the proposed structure for ‘tourism strategy and associated 
activities’ in Southern Tasmania. 
 
Clr Alex Green may wish to provide further comment in respect to this matter 
recognising his role as Chair of the Heritage Highway Tourism Region Association and 
its involvement in the broader tourism portfolio. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer attached letter dated 19th April 2012 which is self explanatory. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Nil. 
 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications –  To be considered. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Nominations are to be submitted by 13th June 
2012. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council consider nominating a person(s) for appointment to the Destination 
Southern Tasmania Board. 
 
C/12/04/032/10906 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Clr J L Jones OAM 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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13.3  BUSINESS 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 18 
2.3.1a Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands. 
2.3.1b Increase employment within the municipality. 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
13.4  INDUSTRY 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 19 
2.4.1 Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic 

driver in the Southern Midlands. 
 
Nil. 
 
Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager) left the meeting at 11.16 a.m. and returned 11.19 
a.m. 
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13.5  INTEGRATION 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 19 
2.5.1 The integrated development of towns and villages in the Southern 

Midlands. 
  

13.5.1 REVIEW OF THE OATLANDS INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT 

STRATEGY 2008 

 
File Ref:  
 
AUTHOR MANAGER STRATEGIC PROJECTS (D MACKEY) 
DATE 16TH APRIL 2012 
 
ATTACHMENT 1. Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy – 

Summary of Key Outcomes and Actions – 17 April 2012. 
 
ENCLOSURE 1. Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy – 

Work Table - 17 April 2012. (A3 summary table of the 
overall review.). 

 
ISSUE 
 
Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy, October 2008. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In late 2011 Council resolved to review the actions and initiatives recommended within 
the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy 2008. 
 
A working group was established consisting of senior Council officers and three elected 
members; Cr Green (chair), Cr Campbell and Cr Bantick. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
From December 2011 to February 2012 the working group met three times to work 
though the review process. 
 
Attached is the document Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy – 
Summary of Key Outcomes and Actions, 22 March 2012. 
 
This document is now recommended to full Council for consideration and discussion, and 
for confirmation of the key outcomes and actions. 
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For a more detailed level of information, Councillors are directed to the enclosed 
document Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy – Work Table - 22 
March 2012. This provides a comprehensive review of all parts of the OIDS and 
constitutes a full record of the considerations of the working group. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council: 
 
A. Endorse, in principle, the key outcomes and actions contained with the 

document “Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy – Summary 
of Key Outcomes and Actions, 22 March 2012”, 

 
B. Direct Council officers to progress the key actions on an issue-by-issue basis, 

through further officer reports to Council as necessary. 
 
 
C/12/04/037/10907 DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr M Connors 
 
THAT Council: 
 
A. Endorse, in principle, the key outcomes and actions contained with the document 

“Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy – Summary of Key 
Outcomes and Actions, 22 March 2012”, 

 
B. Direct Council officers to progress the key actions on an issue-by-issue basis, 

through further officer reports to Council as necessary. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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Review of the Oatlands Integrated Development Strategy 2008 – Summary of Key Outcomes & Actions – 17th April 12 

ACTION PRIORITY KEY 
ORGANISATIONS 

(COUNCIL OFFICERS) 

Youth 

 Consider the learning experiences from the successful “Imagine Campania” 
process and its possible translation to Oatlands. 

 Support the ODHS re: being the primary community group for an “Imagine 
Campania” type of initiative in Oatlands. 

 As with Campania, include activities and programs for different youth group 
ages. 

 

Now 

 

ODHS 

 

(AB / GH) 

Disabled 

 Support proposed Group Home for people with disabilities in Oatlands. 

 Support the MMPHC / CAC and the ODHA in pursuing this initiative. 

Now MMPHC/CAC 

ODHA 

(TK / AB) 

Marketing, Economic Activity, Business Skills - Council 

 Council continue to strongly support the Heritage Highway Regional 
Tourism Association. 

 Council to continue the marketing and promotion of Callington Mill as the 
key attractor to the town, and the region. 

 

As and 
when 

opportunities 
arise or 

approaches 

 

Council 
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 Council to remain open to considering requests from community 
organisations to provide assistance to help facilitate new events. 

 Council to encourage the private sector to provide more visitor 
accommodation. 

 Council to continue to inform business of training and skills opportunities. 

 Council to investigate running a “Main Street” program. 

made to  

 

Council 

 

(TK / AB / SR / DM) 

Marketing, Economic Activity, Business Skills and an Oatlands Business & 
Tourism Association 

 Support a broadly representative and appropriately structured Oatlands 
Business and Tourism Association, (OBTA). Liaise with the OBTA with a 
view to reaching agreement on: 

o The OBTA using and developing the Oatlands web domain name 
(oatlands.com.au) for marketing and promoting the town. (Council 
to allow use of the domain name free of charge.) 

o Transferring the role of the Oatlands Marketing Committee to the 
OBTA. 

o Joint marketing initiatives between Council and the OBTA. 

o Council assisting the OBTA to find information to enable it to 
organise skills training courses for its members, should it wish to 
do so. 

 

As and 
when an 
OBTA 

presents to 
Council 
ready, 

willing and 
able to 

commence 
discussions. 

 

An OBTA 

 

 

 

(TK / AB) 
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The Proposed Midlands Aquatic Centre 

 Pool committee to continue to work with consultant to review overall aquatic 
centre concept with a view to creating a more cost effective concept, then 
redraft plans and derive new cost estimates. 

 Include community consultation in the development of the concept. 

 Once the new concept is confirmed, the proposal is to be progressed through a 
development application process so that there is certainty. This will strengthen 
any subsequent grant application. 

 Council to continue to lobby higher levels of government for funding. 

 Ensure Council is ready for a possible RDA grant program later in 2012. 

 Budget allocation for progressing the planning stages of the project. 

 Explore whether Council should purchase the 5-metre wide strip of land along 
the north boundary of the existing depot now. 

 

Now 

 

Council 

Pool Committee 

 

(TK / AB) 

The Gaol Site 

 Seek permission to use the thesis recently developed by an architecture 
student for the Gaol site as a starting point for developing the new Gaol vision. 

 Include community consultation in the development of the vision. 

 Develop both the Gaol site redevelopment project to ‘shovel-ready’ status, 
including seeking planning approval for the demolition of the pool and the 
archaeological excavation of the site. 

 

Now 

 

Council 

 

(TK / BW) 
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The Proposed New Depot Site 

 Revisit the master plan for the new depot site, which is now out of date.  
Conduct an officer-level workshop to scope out a re-design of the new depot 
site. 

 Include planning for an artefacts storage facility. 

 

Now 

 

Council 

 

(AB / JL / CW) 

Development of an Oatlands Urban Design Framework 

 Explore options to develop an Urban Design Framework for Oatlands, 
possibly through a university student thesis project; 

o Revise the High Street streetscape plan – which is now 13 years 
old. The priority component of this - the undergrounding of power 
lines – is almost complete. It would be timely, therefore, to fully 
review the other components before further major works. 

o The Framework should deal with the whole town, not just High 
Street, and include consideration of formalising walking / riding 
paths on some Reserved Roads. 

o Include examination of the mooted town square and civic hub 
concepts. 

o Include an examination of possible site-specific design 
parameters for new development on key development sites within 
the town. 

o Include determination of which streets to be subject to soft 

 

Now 

 

Council 

 

(DM / BW) 
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infrastructure and which hard infrastructure, (e.g. grassy swales 
or concrete footpath, kerb, gutter. 

o Include establishment of standard engineering designs for the 
various street infrastructure treatments. 

o Consider additional street trees, particularly in streets off High 
Street. 

o Include consideration of public spaces, street furniture and 
passive recreation opportunities. 

o Include consideration of further pedestrian linkages, where 
necessary. 

o Include consideration of the precinct design work previously done 
as part of the Callington Mill project. 

o Include public consultation for all of the above. 

High Street Underground Power 

 Council to work with Aurora to obtain design concepts and costings for 
Stage 5 of the High Street underground power project. 

 

Now 

 

Council 

Aurora 

(AB) 

Stone Masonry Works 

 Council to continue its active search for the establishment of a stone 
masonry works and a sandstone quarry in or near Oatlands. 

Ongoing Council 

(BW / AB / DM) 
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Agriculture and a proposed Municipal Integrated Development Strategy 

 Council to develop a Municipal Integrated Development Strategy, 
incorporating the following: 

o Understanding, supporting and facilitating the potential significant 
increase in intensive agriculture expected to flow from the advent 
of the Midlands Water Scheme. 

 
o Understanding the likely demand and providing for new and/or 

expanded rural support industries that result from the above 
point, including the necessary arrangements for Oatlands. 

 
o Understanding and facilitating opportunities that may to arise for 

down-stream processing and service industries for agriculture, 
and other spin-off industries. 

 
o Renewing and reinvigorating Council’s long-held strategy for 

identifying and attracting industries that require sites with large 
attenuation distances and ready access to major transport routes, 
for which Southern Midlands’ rural districts are uniquely placed. 
This would include potentially identifying favourable areas / 
locations and providing for their protection in the new planning 
scheme. 

 
o Identifying opportunities for attracting new businesses and 

expanding existing businesses generally, by further exploring the 
region’s unique competitive advantages and building on existing 
initiatives. 

 
o Assessing the outcomes of the recently completed Tasmanian 

 

Now 

 

 

Council 

 

 

(DM) 
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Historic Heritage Tourism Strategy (developed by Tourism 
Tasmania) to 'ground' its recommendations within Southern 
Midlands. 

 
o Reviewing population growth strategies for the municipality, in 

light of new information and new developments, such as the 
Brighton Bypass, the Brighton freight hub and the associated 
rapidly expanding industrial precinct, and the Midlands Irrigation 
Scheme. 

o Explore possible ways of facilitating accommodation for seasonal 
workers in rural areas, such as fruit pickers in the Coal River 
Valley. 

o Consider the scope and potential for a business incubator. 

Horse Training / Equestrian Facility at the Oatlands Racecourse 

 Council to stand ready to facilitate the development of a management 
structure once the number of users increases to the point one is required. 

 Council, in liaison with users, to develop a concept and overall site plan for 
improved horse training and equestrian facilities at the site 

 Council to create an overlay within the new planning scheme similar to the 
‘horse racing overlay’ at Brighton, providing for horse usage and associated 
development. 

 The planning scheme overlay is to ensure any new dwellings in the vicinity 
of the racecourse are associated with horse training or other equestrian 
uses in order to avoid future land-use conflicts in the area. 

 

As the need for 
a more 

structured 
management 

approach arises 
from increased 

number of users

Council 

Horse trainers 
and other 
equestrian 

groups. 

 

 

 

(TK / AB / DM / 
DC) 
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 Work with Crown Land Services to recognise dedicated bridle tracks on key 
reserved roads in the vicinity, providing linkages to the racecourse. 

MILE 

 Continue to acknowledge MILE as the lead community group in Oatlands 
and promote its growing role as the ‘umbrella organisation’ for other 
community groups and initiatives. 

 

Ongoing 

Council 

MILE 
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14 OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –

LANDSCAPES) 
 
14.1  HERITAGE 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 20 
3.1.1  Maintenance and restoration of significant heritage structures. 
3.1.2    Retain and enhance the heritage values of towns within the municipality. 

14.1.1  Heritage Project Officer’s Report 
 

File Ref:          3/097    
  
AUTHOR        MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (B WILLIAMS) 
DATE             18TH MARCH 2012                
  
ISSUE 
  
Southern Midlands Heritage Projects – report from Manager Heritage Projects 
  
DETAIL 
  
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council heritage projects have included: 
 

 Interpretation fitout of the Oatlands Gaol is continuing.  Gabion walls are 
completed. 

 
 Council has provided in-kind support to the Jillett Crypt restoration (Oatlands 

Anglican Cemetery), and the restored monument was unveiled by Hon. Dick 
Adams MP on 16th April.  

 
 Investigations are being undertaken at the Picton Road Station Site (between 

Kempton and Melton Mowbray) - working proactively with the property owner to 
achieve good heritage outcomes without disrupting farming activities. 

 
 The Heritage Education and Skills Centre ran an archaeological survey course on 

April 14-15, with practical sessions involving a survey of the Lovely Banks 
Probation Station. 

 
 Todd England (student at Flinders University) has been undertaking an internship 

with the heritage program, assisting with survey work.  Jennifer Hull (student at 
Australian National University) has just commenced a two-month internship 
working on heritage collections management. 
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 SMC/Centre for Heritage are providing a venue and in-kind support for an 
upcoming Blue Shield Australia (heritage collections disaster recovery 
organisation) workshop (May 8). 

 
Brad Williams will give a presentation to the meeting entitled Local Government 
Managing Historical Archaeology - The Southern Midlands Council Experience, which 
was presented to the Australasian Society for Historical Archaeology in Dunedin NZ last 
November.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the information be received. 
 
 

C/12/04/047/10908 DECISION 
Moved by Clr J L Jones OAM, seconded by Clr A O Green 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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14.2  NATURAL 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 20 
3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value 
3.2.2   Encourage the adoption of best practice land care practices. 

14.2.1  Landcare Unit & Climate Change – General Report 
 

File Ref:  03/082 
 

AUTHORS  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER – M WEEDING  
DATE  17TH APRIL 2012 
 

ISSUE 
 
Southern Midlands Landcare Unit & Climate Change Report. 
 

DETAIL 
 
 The NRM Staff have met twice to consider the Draft Biodiversity Offsets Guidelines 

document. This included a meeting with the nominated Councillors to discuss a 
number of issues.  See separate report. 

 

 The Southern Midlands Climate Change Adaptation Plan has been developed.  An 
overview of the plan will be provided to Council at the meeting. It is intended that at 
the May Council meeting, Council will be provided with a full report seeking 
endorsement of the plan.. 

 

 Helen attended a Weeds Officers meeting to have input into the Statewide priorities 
for the management of WONS weeds (Weeds of National Significance).   

 

 Helen attended a meeting of the Macquarie Water Management Plan Consultative 
Group.  See separate report.  

 

 Maria has been busy with Lake Dulverton & Callington Park matters, the Midlands 
Water Scheme and the Wealth from Water Program.   
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
 

THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
 

C/12/04/049/10909 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Clr C J Beven 
 
THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
CARRIED. 
 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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14.2.2  Landcare Unit –Biodiversity Offsets Guidelines – SMC Response to 
the STCA. 

 

File Ref:   
 

AUTHOR  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER – (M WEEDING) 
DATE  17th April 2012 
 
ATTACHMENT:  Draft letter – Southern Midlands Council’s submission to the STCA. 
 

ISSUE 
 
Submission to the Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority  (STCA) regarding the Draft 
Biodiversity Offsets Guidelines document – public comment response.  
 

DETAIL 
 
Council are aware that the Guidelines for the Use of Biodiversity Offsets document have 
been released for public comment.  At the March meeting of Council, Councillor Fish 
and Councillor Jones OAM were nominated to a participate in a staff/councillor working 
group to consider the guidelines in detail. A draft Southern Midlands Council response 
has subsequently been compiled for Council to consider submitting to the STCA. 
 
From the response, it is clear that the SMC Council reply does not support the proposed 
Guidelines.  The group felt it was of value to provide suggestions on two alternative 
options to address biodiversity conservation matters. Both these alternative solutions 
have had considerable thought from the group, with reasons provided as to why either of 
these approaches would be a better solution,  rather than having the proposed Guidelines 
prevail.    
 
It should be noted that public submissions closed on the 16th April, however the STCA 
has acknowledged that responses from Councils will be accepted on a longer time frame.  
This is due to the submissions normally needing to pass through Council meetings. 
Southern Midlands was granted an extension to the end of April.  
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications   
N/A  

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications  

Submitting the attached comment paper to the  STCA may have some negative 
implications from ratepayers that potentially disagree with the sentiment of the 
submission.  

Web site Implications – There should be no implications for the web site. 

Policy Implications – N/A 
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT 

1. the draft submission to the STCA regarding the  Biodiversity Offsets 
Guidelines be endorsed by Council 

2. Council lodged the document with the STCA at the earliest opportunity.   
 

 

C/12/04/051/10910 DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr J L Jones OAM 
 
THAT: 

1. the draft submission to the STCA regarding the  Biodiversity Offsets Guidelines 
be endorsed by Council, subject to the inclusion of the following final paragraph: 

"In closing, the Southern Midlands Council does not believe that there is a current 

threat to biodiversity in the southern midlands in land subject to the Land Use 

Planning and Approval Act 1993.”  

 

2. Council lodged the document with the STCA at the earliest opportunity.   

CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 



Council Meeting Minutes – 24th April 2012  PUBLIC COPY 

52 

 
DRAFT ONLY 

DATE 

 
The Project Manager 
Biodiversity Offset Guidelines 
Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority 
GPO Box 503 
HOBART  TAS 7001 
 
Email: biodiversityoffsets@stca.tas.gov.au 
  
 
Dear Project Manager,  
 
Re: Southern Midlands Council  - Response to the Draft Biodiversity 
Offsets Guidelines  
 
In response to the public opportunity to review the recently released Biodiversity 

Offset Guidelines, the Southern Midlands Council submits the following 

comments to the Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority (STCA). 

 

It is recognised that with the currently evolving development of the Southern 

Regional Model Planning Scheme, a biodiversity code may be included that 

incorporates a set of higher level commonly agreed provisions to guide planning 

schemes.  It is also recognised that the Biodiversity Offset Guidelines cover a 

regulatory gap that has been left by the amendments to the Forest Practices Act. 

 

The Southern Midlands recognises the value of high priority vegetation, having 

supported and promoted four recent Natural Resource Management related 

programs securing just under 10,000 hectares of high priority vegetation in the 

municipality.  The vegetation was voluntarily preserved under conservation  

covenants.  This represents close to 4% of our municipality’s total land being in 

private ownership covenants.  A further 9,600 hectares, or 3.5 % is in other 

formal reserves such as Nature Reserves and Conservation Areas, owned by 

either private individuals or government. 
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Having reviewed the Biodiversity Offset Guidelines, Southern Midlands Council 

does not endorse the guidelines because the endorsed ‘offsets’ program appears 

to be fraught with problems related to: assessment and implementation; ongoing 

management and resourcing; and potential associated legal issues.   

 

Southern Midlands Council demonstrates its concerns of the Biodiversity Offset 

Guidelines below through consideration of the process required in: compiling a 

development application for submission to Council; assessment of the 

application; and the on going offset site obligations, after a development has 

been completed.  The issues demonstrated below are a sample only of the 

problems envisaged that the Offset Guidelines would generate.    

 

Action: Legal verification of the process:  

Fact: There are a number of legal issues and/or current legislation matters that 

have either not been addressed or pose a significant problem. 

 

Issue A:  The primary way proposed for Councils to secure an offset site is 

through a Part 5 Agreement.  The only way to enforce a Part 5 Agreement is 

through the Supreme Court.  This is therefore a potentially costly mechanism into 

the future. Also, using a Part 5 Agreement in respect to the conservation of 

vegetation is currently untested in court generally. 

 

Issue B:  Part 5 Agreements do not provide for the security of the off-set in 

perpetuity. A Part 5 Agreement can be nullified by agreement between the 

landholders and the Council.  

 

Issue C: The system as described in the Guidelines would struggle to work in the 

field of science. The document does not provide any outline of methodologies, 

assessments and monitoring systems that are repeatable, defendable and 

scientifically rigorous. This leaves the system to be open to challenges legally at 

all stages. Any process must have the ability to remain robust and defendable 
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from a legal perspective in terms of the methodology and for the proponents 

involved. 

 

Action: Compiling a Development Application (DA) to submit to Council 

Fact: For an Offset site to be considered it would need to form part of the DA.  

 

Issue A:  There will be circumstances whereby the developer would not be 

certain that an offset site is required. In these instances, a developer may seek to 

secure an offset site when in fact there is no need to secure such a site, resulting 

in significant unnecessary costs. 

 

Issue B:  Potentially there could be a circumstance whereby neither the 

Developer nor Council Officers are certain that an offset is required.  This may 

arise where identification of a vegetation community type is borderline in what 

makes up that vegetation community type – as in reality this does occur as you 

move from one vegetation type to another type.  This uncertainty could lead to a 

DA being declared invalid at the Tribunal or the Supreme Court level, in the event 

the Tribunal of Supreme Court make a different determination as to whether an 

offset is required.  Provisions in the Planning Scheme must be clear and 

knowable to be enforceable without fear of failure should it be queried or 

challenged legally. 

 

Issue C:  For a vegetation community to be viable and function ecologically it 

should be at least 10 hectares in size.  Therefore to find a site that will retain its 

values in perpetuity is beyond a reasonable task when the development could 

conceivably relate to a very small footprint area – a shed or a house site for 

example.  

 

Issue D:  How could developers and Councils be sure that a proposed off-site 

offset included in a DA is actually acceptable in terms of ‘like for like’, 

representative, comprehensive and adequate to meet requirements? 
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Issue E: With a DA application Councils could only impose a requirement to enter 

into a Part 5 Agreement, not compliance with that agreement. This is because all 

the conditions on the DA must be satisfied in total for Council to be able to sign 

off on the final approval, such as sealing the final plan. Compliance with a Part 5 

Agreement, such as protecting biodiversity values remains an ongoing task so 

therefore could never be part of the DA conditions.   

 

Issue F: There is now an expectation in the community that landholders will be 

paid an incentive bonus for preservation of high priority vegetation sites that are 

conserved for long term/ perpetuity.  These expectations have developed through 

past State and Australian Government programs. People are aware of the value 

of preserving high priority native vegetation through these incentive programs. It 

is unlikely, therefore, that landowners will be able to be convinced by a developer 

to enter into a deal to allow their land to be used as a offset site for development 

elsewhere. 

 

Issue G:  For some developments, if there is a need to include an offset as part 

of the DA then this will add in costs to the applicant/purchaser.  Even if there is 

not a need, it is likely to cost a developer significantly simply to prove that. In a 

number of areas, more particularly in rural areas but also in the more affordable 

suburbs around the edge of metropolitan Hobart, this added cost could make 

sites unviable/unaffordable to develop.  This, in turn, will have a large impact on 

housing affordability, which will have real impacts on lower socio-economic 

groups.  Providing opportunity by having affordable land parcels for residential 

development is something that most Councils would likely wish to preserve.  

Imposing more regulations that potentially could preclude purchasers securing 

land also runs against a program of providing economic development 

opportunities.  

 

Action: Assessing a site for values through an onground assessment. 
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Fact:  Assessing a site, no matter what framework or quantitative metric may be 

adopted is difficult.  A history of past programs involving site assessments has 

shown that assessments are subject to variations in interpretations no matter 

what the skill level of the assessor.   

 

Issue A: For an offsite offset - finding a ‘like for like’ site that is virtually the same 

is almost impossible.  Even when the vegetation community is assessed as the 

same, there are other considerations such as topography, patch size, landscape 

context and potential threats, (eg weed incursions), to the area that will determine 

the long term viability of a site.   

 

Issue B: In the unlikely scenario that a ‘like for like’ site is found, it should not be 

considered a valid offset unless that site was at risk of being cleared. The 

proposed guidelines appear fundamentally flawed on this principle. The reality is 

that many, if not most, sites that might be indentified for offsets would probably 

not be in any danger of being cleared anyway, due to their recognised 

conservation values. In such cases there would be no real net conservation 

benefit. 

 

Action: Assessment of a DA once submitted to Council that involves or 

possibly should involve inclusion of an offset site. 

Fact: The Guidelines adopt the principle of ‘like for like’ vegetation communities 

meeting offset requirements.  It is recognised that for Council to consider an 

application then the offset site needs to be within the municipality for a Council.  

 

Issue A:  Determining if an offsite offset proposed in a DA is going to meet the 

needs of retaining the required long term biodiversity values is a specialist skill.  

Although Southern Midlands could cover this task, due to officer skills developed 

during past programs focused on vegetation communities in the Midlands, it is 

not a skill or area that could be covered by many Councils. This means many 

Councils would have to engage suitably skilled consultants to cover this task. The 
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cost of this would be born by either the ratepayers or some Councils might add 

this cost to the DA fees. 

 

Issue B:  Over time the area of specific vegetation type communities suitable as 

offsite offsets will diminish, to the point that there are no more sites available.  

Unless Councils can consider sites beyond the municipal boundary – which is not 

possible, then the scheme proposed under the Guidelines is not sustainable and 

will eventually stifle development in certain areas. 

For example, in the case of Southern Midlands, many of the high priority  

threatened biodiversity areas have already been preserved within covenants on 

private land, (almost 10,000 hectares to date).  

Issue C: The discussion paper proposed that Councils primarily use Part 5 

Agreements as a means of securing an arrangement to conserve offset sites. 

Securing sites through use of Part 5 Agreements will place an ever increasing 

burden on Councils because of the managing and monitoring requirements that 

accumulate into the future.  

 

Action: Managing a site post the DA Process 

Fact: The monitoring and management of sites to ensure they continue to retain 

their biodiversity values, will ultimately rest with Councils.  

 

Issue A:  Enforcement actions relating to a breach of conditions of a Part 5 

Agreement are problematic for Councils to pursue, and would involve 

considerable time and costs.  Managing vegetation communities through Part 5 

Agreements is likely to run into problems over time given the complex 

requirements of maintaining a vegetation community.  

 

Issue B:  A Part 5 Agreement can be abolished with agreement of a council and 

the landowner, without the need for a public consultation process.  It is therefore 

difficult to say that an offset site would be secured in perpetuity. 
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Issue C:  Difficulties arise with the ongoing monitoring of the health and status of 

the natural values of the site.  Monitoring details must be recorded and questions 

arise about how the monitoring is to be conducted and secondly, who does the 

monitoring – Council or the landowner? Either way, each site will be a long-term 

on-going cost to the community, either in actual management of the site itself of 

in the enforcement of Part 5 Agreement responsibilities of the landowner. 

 

Issue D:  The site would always require some level of management for weeds 

(established or new incursions).  Control of weeds is only achieved through 

ongoing commitment, time and funds to manage a landscape in perpetuity. 

 

Alternative Options.  

 

Alternative A: Lobby the State Government to change the Forest Practices 

Regulations back to the original format.  

 

This is because of the following: 

 

 The Forest Practices Authority is an expert body able to perform the 

functions required in assessing the loss of any biodiversity (high priority 

vegetation type).  

 Local Government should not have to duplicate the expertise that is 

already held in another Authority level. 

 Each particular Local Government authority only has responsibilities and 

powers within its borders, Offsets could only be secured within the 

boundary of a municipal area.  Under a State system the municipal 

boundaries would not apply, thus making the achieving of suitable offsets 

more likely.  

 Assessment of sites under one jurisdiction, such as the Forest Practices 

Authority, provides the best chance of a consistent application of any 
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rules/guidelines. If dealt with at local government level, no matter how 

clear and unambiguous standard planning scheme provisions may be 

written, the variable nature of this issue and of individual assessments by 

different practitioners will mean that interpretation, implementation and 

approach will vary markedly from one municipality to another. 

 Compensation for refusal of a proposal is available under the Forest 

Practices System, but not under refusals through the Land Use Planning & 

Approvals Act. This runs counter to the principle of public goods being 

paid for by the public. 

 Protection of high priority biodiversity sites are important to people across 

the State. Conservation of the values in these sites should therefore be 

the responsibility of the State.  

Alternative B: Adopt a spatial strategy approach involving pre-determined 

target offset sites and cash levies on developers of land with high priority 

vegetation. This option eliminates the need for the Biodiversity Offset 

Guidelines as proposed. 

The following steps are proposed: 

1. Each Council should determine where its high priority vegetation 

communities are and where these areas overlap with existing and potential 

development areas, such as undeveloped residential zoned land, or areas 

within identified future greenfield development precincts. 

2. The Council should then determines which of the intersect areas should be 

preserved for their biodiversity values, and which should be developed. In 

doing this, the cost to the community of keeping native vegetation within 

settlement footprints needs to be properly weighed – such as the additional 

costs of pushing water, sewer, roads, public transport, etc. further out from 

the fringe, the potentially greater environmental impact of new suburbs 

further out, and the ongoing management costs of more reserves to the 

public purse. 
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3. The Council then identifies areas of private land with high conservation 

values that it believes should be conserved, and for which it is prepared to 

fund the long term on-going management costs. Ideally, such land would 

link existing State or Local Government reserves, thereby creating 

sustainable-sized reserved areas and potentially piggy-backing on existing 

management structures. 

4. The Council then establishes a funding mechanism to purchase this land. 

This should include cash levies collected from developers of land identified 

in step 2, above. 

Summary 

The loss of biodiversity is an issue.  However the loss of biodiversity ‘through 

1000 cuts’ can not be cured by an approach of ‘looking after 1000 bandaids’. This 

is what would happen under the Guidelines as proposed. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Southern Midlands Council      
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Council Address: 
 
11.38 a.m. - Mr G Green (NRM/GIS Officer) attended the meeting to preset the draft 
Climate Change Adaptation Plan. The Plan will be submitted for formal endorsement at 
the May 2012 Council Meeting.  
 
Mr J Lyall (Manager – Works and Technical Services) attended the meeting at 11.50 a.m. 
 
Mayor A E Bisdee OAM returned to the meeting at 11.54 a.m. 
 
Mr B Williams (Manager – Heritage Projects) attended the meeting at 11.54 a.m. 
 
The Council Address concluded at 12.13 p.m.  
 
The meeting was suspended for lunch at 12.25 p.m. and resumed at 12.40 p.m. 
 
Council Address: 
 
12.40 p.m. - Mr B Williams (Manager – Heritage Projects) gave a presentation to the 
meeting entitled Local Government Managing Historical Archaeology - The 
Southern Midlands Council Experience, which was presented to the Australasian Society 
for Historical Archaeology in Dunedin NZ last November 
 
The presentation concluded at 1.25 p.m. and the meeting resumed at 1.30 p.m. 
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14.2.3  Draft Water Management Plan for the Macquarie Catchment to be 
released for public consultation 

 
File Ref:  
 
AUTHOR NRM OFFICER –NRM UNIT (H GEARD) 
DATE 16TH APRIL 2012 
 
ISSUE 
 
In accordance with the Tasmanian Water Management Act 1999, Water Management 
Plans set out the management arrangements for a given water resource, taking into 
account the needs of water users and the environment.  Water Management Plans are 
prepared under a statutory process and involve consultation with local communities in 
determining water allocations and arrangements.  A draft Water Management Plan for the 
Macquarie River Catchment will be released in early May 2012 for public consultation. 
 

DETAIL 
 
In October 2009, the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment 
(DPIPWE) commenced the development of a Water Management Plan for the Macquarie 
River Catchment.  A Consultative Group was established to provide advice and views on 
all local water management issues.  The Group had no statutory power to make decisions 
in relation to any issue discussed. 
 

Organisations represented on the Consultative Group included, TFGA, Poppy Growers, 
farmer productivity groups, Anglers Alliance Tasmania, Hydro Tasmania, NRM North, 
Northern Midlands Council, Ben Lomond Water, Southern Water, Tasmanian Irrigation 
Development Board and Irrigation Trusts.  Helen Geard, NRM Officer, was nominated 
by Council to attend the meetings and represent Southern Midlands. 
 

The Consultative Group met on an ad hoc basis providing input as required.  A 
considerable of number reports were written trying to provide an over-view of the 
Catchment and environmental values.  In the development of the Plan, DPIPWE officers 
were balancing research findings, extensive knowledge provided by local farmers and 
statutory requirements. 
 

A number of significant changes to water allocations, particularly during the summer 
months, are proposed and farming representatives have already expressed a number of 
concerns.   
 

In early May (date subject to change) the draft Water Management Plan will be formally 
distributed and available for public consultation for a minimum of 60 days.  The Southern 
Midlands Council will receive the Plan and are able to submit a written representation. 
 

The feedback provided during the public consultation process will be captured in a report 
for review by the Tasmanian Planning Commission.  The Commission will then report to 
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the relevant Minister.  The Minister will then make a determination about the Water 
Management Plan in accordance with the Act. 
 

Human Resources & Financial Implications 
The Southern Midlands Council may wish to comment on the Draft Water Management 
Plan.  Human resources may need to be allocated to support the development of an 
appropriate response. 
 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications 
DPIPWE are responsible for contacting stakeholders, advertising the release of the draft 
Water Management Plan and conducting the community consultation process.  A public 
meeting about the Plan will be conducted by DPIPWE.  Details about the public meeting 
will be provided at a later date. 
 
The Council will, however, be asked to make the draft Plan available for public 
exhibition at the Council offices. 
 

Web site Implications 
The draft Water Management Plan will be available on the DPIPWE website and a link to 
that site could be established on the Southern Midlands Council website. 

Policy Implications – NA 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT: 
 
1. Council note that a draft Water Management Plan for the Macquarie Water 
Catchment will be released during May 2012. 
 
2.  Council put on public exhibition draft Water Management Plans for the 
Macquarie Water Catchment at Council offices once the Plan is released by 
DPIPWE. 
 
3.  Council create a link between the DPIPWE website and the Southern Midlands 
Council website regarding the draft Water Management Plan for the Macquarie 
Water Catchment. 
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C/12/04/064/10911 DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr A O Green 
 
THAT Council 
 

1. note that a draft Water Management Plan for the Macquarie Water Catchment will 
be released during May 2012. 
 

2. put on public exhibition draft Water Management Plans for the Macquarie Water 
Catchment at Council offices once the Plan is released by DPIPWE. 
 

3. create a link between the DPIPWE website and the Southern Midlands Council 
website regarding the draft Water Management Plan for the Macquarie Water 
Catchment. 

CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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12.13 OFFICER REPORTS – WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES (ENGINEERING) 

12.13.1 Manager - Works & Technical Services Report 

 
File Ref:  3/075 
 
AUTHOR MANAGER – WORKS & SERVICES 
DATE  19TH APRIL 2012 
 
ROADS PROGRAM  
 
Rehabilitation of Brown Mountain Road, Campania has been completed – awaiting 
suitable weather conditions to apply the seal.  
Rehabilitation works on Stonor Road to commence. 
 
Maintenance Grading is being undertaken at Native Corners Road, Estate Lane, 
Campania and New Country Marsh Road, Levendale.  
 
BRIDGE PROGRAM 
 
Two bridges at Inglewood Road have been replaced with concrete structures and the 
installations of the guard rails and omni stops will commence next week. 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
No Issues  
 
TOWN FACILITIES PROGRAM 
 
Works commenced at the Town Hall Oatlands for the Anzac Service. 
 
The following Works and Technical Services issues were raised for discussion: 
 
 

Roads Program – Brown Mountain Road – works scheduled for 27th April 2012 (subject 
to weather). Stonor Road – works scheduled to be undertaken – considering the 
application of a primer seal with 10 mm seal to be applied 2012/13. 
 
Use of Polycom – treatment method to be monitored. 
 
Bridge Program – Kheme Road Bridge – to be inspected (maintenance required). Eldon 
Road Bridge replacement is the remaining project on the Capital Works Program. 
 
Update provided in relation to the Elderslie Road Bridge replacement. 
 
Chauncy Vale Road Bridge – review engineering inspection / report detail. 
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Town Facilities – Le Compte Place, Bagdad – reinstatement of driveways/footpath 
sections – works scheduled. 
 
Oatlands Township – tree / shrub plantings etc. – unknown cause of damage – to be 
assessed. Additional trees/shrubs to be ordered for winter planting. 
 
Miscellaneous – Anzac Day – Road closures advertised etc. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
C/12/04/066/10912 DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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14.3  CULTURAL 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 
3.3.1 Increase the retention, documentation and accessibility of the aboriginal 

convict, rural and contemporary culture of the Southern Midlands. 

14.3.1  The Lisa Rudd Community Terracotta Artwork - Callington Mill 

 
File Ref:  
 
AUTHOR MANAGER COMMUNITY & CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 

(A BENSON)  
DATE 19TH APRIL 2012 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  1. Graphics of Possible Location & General Arrangements 
 2.   Pricing Considerations (to be provided at the meeting) 
  
BACKGROUND 
 
[Extract – Council Minutes October 2011] 
 

10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005 
 
10.1 Callington Mill – Clay Mural (L Rudd)  
 
Deputy Mayor J L Jones OAM has submitted the following Notice of Motion: 
 
“THAT the Southern Midlands Council accept Lisa Rudd’s offer to display the 
clay mural within the community and that an appropriate display location be 
determined in consultation with the community.” 
 
Background Comments (as provided): 
 
The promotional material attached provides the background for the creation of 
the clay mural. A photograph has also been provided. 
 
Artwork measures: Height (with terracotta signage under the art work) 
2800 mm 

Height (without terracotta signage) 2200 mm (signed 
could be installed to the right of the artwork to reduce 
overall height) 
Width 1400 mm 
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C/11/10/016/10721 DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor J L Jones OAM, seconded by Clr A O Green 
 
THAT the Southern Midlands Council accept Lisa Rudd’s offer to display the 
clay mural within the community and that an appropriate display location be 
determined in consultation with the community. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Dep. Mayor J  L Jones OAM   
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
 Clr D F Fish √ 
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr M Jones OAM  
 Clr H M Scott OAM √ 

 
 
CURRENT 
 
Given the aforementioned decision, this report is seeking to provide Council with a way 
forward in respect of this matter. 
 
The Lisa Rudd Community Terracotta Artwork (the artwork) is being stored at the 
Council Depot at Kempton.  The Kempton Works Co-ordinator, (Ray Cooper) has been 
asked to price the construction of a glass faced framework, to accommodate the artwork. 
 
The Manager Community & Corporate Development (Andrew Benson) has been asked to 
work with the Kempton Works Co-ordinator to develop a proposal for Council’s further 
consideration. 
 
Whilst the pricing of the encasing along with the supporting frame is not available to be 
included in the Agenda Report, however the figures should be available for the Council 
meeting and information will be circulated at the time of the presentation of the report. 
 
The attached photos and graphic representations provide a concept for Council’s 
consideration.   Rotary Park in Oatlands, adjacent to the Midlands Memorial Community 
Centre is the suggested location, with of the artwork in the centre rear of Rotary Park 
providing symmetrical relationships in the park, the centre of the entrance pathway to 
Council Chambers across the road, plus the road crossing and existing park signage.  The 
attached graphics show that the existing Rotary signage which is a significant “structural” 
component in the park, it is therefore proposed that the existing Community Notice Board 
in the park be framed in a similar manner to that of the Rotary signage, to reinforce the 
symmetry and that the new artwork be framed in a similar styled structure to that of the 
Rotary signage. 
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This of course would be subject to a Planning Application under the Southern Midlands 
Planning Scheme 1998 and it would be a discretionary application. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council  

1. Consider the concept plan  

2. Consider the associated costs 

3. Agree the manner in which a Community engagement process be 
undertaken 

 
C/12/04/069/10913 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Clr J L Jones OAM 
 
THAT this project be considered as part of the 2012/13 budget process.  
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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The Lisa Rudd Community Terracotta Artwork 

Proposed Framework 
 for Rotary Park Oatlands

to Accommodate the 
Lisa Rudd Community  

Terracotta Artwork 
 

Page 1 of  4   Scale: NTS   Date: April 2012 

Attachments to Council Agenda Report 
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1800

1200 

800 

Proposed Framework 
 for Rotary Park Oatlands

to Accommodate the 
Lisa Rudd Community  

Terracotta Artwork 
Sketch by Andrew Benson  

Page 2 of 4  Scale: NTS   Date: April 2012 

Existing Sign in Rotary Park Oatlands 
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NOTE: 
Refer to the existing sign in Rotary Park 
Oatlands for the general design of 45 
pitched roof, with a frame of 90 x 90 RHS 

1200 
2400mm vertical height 

ELEVATIO

PLA

Proposed Framework 
 for Rotary Park Oatlands

to Accommodate the 
Lisa Rudd Community  

Terracotta Artwork 
Sketch by Andrew Benson  

Page 3 of 4  Scale: NTS   Date: April 2012 

Proposed 
Sign in 

Rotary Park 
Oatlands 
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Proposed location of the art 
works in the centre of Rotary 
Park with the symmetrical 
relationships with the centre of 
the entrance to the Council 
Chambers plus the road 
crossing and existing signage 
in the park. 
 

Proposed Framework 
 for Rotary Park Oatlands

to Accommodate the 
Lisa Rudd Community  

Terracotta Artwork 
Sketch by Andrew Benson 

Page 4 of  4   Scale: NTS   Date: April 2012 

General View of the Proposed Structure to 
Accommodate the Terracotta Artwork 

in Rotary Park Oatlands 
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14.4 REGULATORY (OTHER THAN PLANNING AUTHORITY AGENDA ITEMS) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 
3.4.1 A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate 

development. 
                       Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value 
 
Nil. 
 
 
14.5 CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 
3.5.1 Develop strategies to address issues of climate change in the Southern 

Midlands. 
 

 
15 OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING LIFESTYLE 
 
15.1  YOUTH 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 
4.1.1 Increase the retention of young people in the municipality. 
 
Nil. 
 
 
15.2  AGED 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 
4.2.1 Improve the ability of the aged to stay in their communities. 
 
Nil. 
 
 
15.3  CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 
4.3.1 Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related 

services are facilitated within the Community. 
 
Nil. 
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15.4  VOLUNTEERS 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 
4.4.1  Encourage community members to volunteer. 

15.4.1 Volunteer Recognition – Volunteers Week 14th to 20th May 2012 

 
File Ref:   
 
AUTHOR   GENERAL MANAGER 
DATE  13th APRIL 2012 
 

ISSUE 
 
Council to consider an appropriate event to recognise Volunteers within the municipal 
area. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Volunteers are presently recognised through the annual Australia Day Awards, however 
it is recognised that this limits Council’s ability to acknowledge the valuable work 
undertaken by a broad range of other volunteers within the municipal area. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Acknowledging the need to conduct a separate activity(s) to enable recognition of 
volunteers, Council allocated $2,000 in the 2011/12 Budget. 
 
Volunteers Week is planned for the week commencing 14th May 2012 and this would be 
an ideal time to arrange an event to which all volunteers could be invited. 
 
Given the broad range and number of volunteers, it is suggested that a barbecue may be 
an option. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Budget allocation of $2,000. 
  
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Positive 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Submitted for discussion. 
 
C/12/04/076/10914 DECISION 
Moved by Clr J L Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campebll 
 
THAT an event (i.e. barbecue) be held on the 20th May 2012 at the Kempton Recreation 
Ground, commencing at 1.00 p.m.  
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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15.5  ACCESS 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 
4.5.1 Continue to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
15.6  PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 23 
4.6.1 Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 
 
Nil. 
 
15.7  RECREATION 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 23 
4.7.1 Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the 

reasonable needs of the Community. 
 
Nil. 
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15.8  ANIMALS 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 23 
4.8.1 Create an Environment where animals are treated with respect and do not 

create a nuisance for the community. 
 

15.8.1  Animal Control Officer’s Report 

 
File Ref:  3/027 
 

AUTHOR ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER (G DENNE) 
DATE  16TH APRIL 2012 
 
 

ISSUE 
 

Consideration of Animal Control Officer’s monthly report. 
 
DETAIL 
 

Refer Monthly Statement on Animal Control for period ending 16th April 2012. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Animal Control Officer’s Monthly report be received. 
 

C/12/04/078/10915 DECISION 
Moved by Clr M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr A O Green 
 
THAT the Animal Control Officer’s Monthly report be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL 
MONTHLY STATEMENT ON ANIMAL CONTROL 

FOR PERIOD ENDING 16/4/2012 
 

Total of Dogs Impounded:     4 
Dogs still in the Pound:       
 

Breakdown Being: 
 

ADOPTED 
 

RECLAIMED LETHALISED ESCAPED 

4 - - - 
 

MONEY RECEIVED 
 

Being For: 
 

Pound 
 
Reclaims 

 

 
Dog Registrations 

$250.01 

 
Kennel Licence Fee 
 
Infringement Notices 
 
Complaint Lodgement Fee  
 
TOTAL 

 
$250.01 

 

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED FOR PERIOD ENDING 16/4/2012 
 

Dog at Large: 7 
 
Dog Attacks: 

 
0 

 
Request Pick-ups: 

 
3 

 
After Hours Calls: 

 
5 

TOTAL 15 
 

Number of Formal Complaints Received: - 
Number of Infringement Notices Issued: - 
 
Animal Control Officer: 

 
Garth Denne 
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15.9  EDUCATION 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 23 
4.9.1 Increase the educational and employment opportunities available in the Southern 
Midlands. 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
16 OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 

COMMUNITY) 
 
16.1 RETENTION 
 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 24 
5.1.1 Maintain and strengthen communities in the Southern Midlands. 
 
Nil. 
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16.2 CAPACITY 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 24 
5.2.1 Build the capacity of the Community to help itself. 

16.2.1 Southern Midlands Community Radio Station Inc. (97.1 MID FM) - 
Update  

 
File Ref:   
 
AUTHOR GENERAL MANAGER  
DATE  20th APRIL 2012 
 
ATTACHMENT: Nil 
ENCLOSURE: Nil 
 
ISSUE 
 
To provide Council with a progress report following completion of the six-month 
period which was permitted to enable the Station to determine the level of 
community support and viability of an ongoing operation. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The attached report submitted to the Council Meeting held 27th July 2011 provides the 
background detail to this issue. 
 
In reference to the report, Council resolved as follows: 
 
“THAT: 

a) the information be received; 
b) Council provide a commitment to maintain the current level of financial support 

(capped at $5,000) for a six-month period (ending February 2012), at which time 
a review is to be undertaken to determine the level of community support and 
interest (at that time), and whether the Station can continue to operate without 
ongoing financial support (unless provided by way of sponsorship to secure 
promotional advertising etc).” 

 
DETAIL 
 
Subsequent to the community meeting held in July 2011, the Southern Midlands 
Community Radio Station Inc. held its Annual General Meeting and the following 
persons were appointed to the Management Committee: 
 
President:  Dr Myrle Gray 
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Vice-President: Mr Graeme Raphael 
Treasurer:  Mr Max Gray 
Secretary:  Anne Tudor 
Station manager: Mr Mark Conway 
Committee: Bob Campbell (since resigned); Ms Deborah Pearce; Ms Robyn 

Ashman. 
 
The Management Committee has basically met on a fortnightly basis since the Annual 
General Meeting to prepare plans and strategies aimed at developing the Station; 
initiating a number of activities to achieve financial sustainability (i.e. fundraising 
events); and securing sponsorship opportunities. 
 
The Committee Meetings are also attended by other members of the community. 
 
In relation to the financial performance of the Station, the following is a summary of 
costs which have been subsidised by Council: 
 
Internet & Phone (9 months) $   900.00
Telephone $   537.10
Electricity  $3,639.41
Insurance Premiums (Council owned Equipment)  $   157.79
Total  $5,234.30
      
The following is a summary of the Radio Station’s financial transactions for the nine 
months: 
 
Opening Balance (as at 1st July 2011) $  899.29
 
General Receipts $4,228.40
Grant  $9,778.00
Sub-Total $14,006.40
 
General Operational Expenditure $2,277.72
Grant Expenditure $1,000.00
Sub-Total $3,277.72
 
Balance (as at 31st March 2012) $11,627.97
 
 
Note: The Station has further financial commitments relating to the Grant of approx. 
$8,880. 
   
It can be seen from the summary of the Station’s finances, that the newly established 
Committee has been very active in achieving financial sustainability, including the 
pursuit of grants. However, at this stage it is evident that Council assistance is still 
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required to maintain a subsidy for electricity. In relation to the Aurora Accounts, the 
Station incurs expenses associated with both the transmitter tower, and the Station 
premises at 85 High Street, Oatlands. 
 
In relation to the latter account, there is a real issue with apportionment of the electricity 
charges at 85 High Street, Oatlands. Investigations have shown that there are a number of 
appliances associated with the Stables Restaurant and adjoining museum/conference 
facilities which are connected to the Station’s meter (previously the Visitor Centre). 
Correspondence has been sent to the property owner requesting that this situation be 
remedied through the need to re-wire (or similar), however a reply not has not been 
received to date. Whilst the Station acknowledges that it is occupying the premises rent-
free, it is difficult for it to continue to meet these costs. This matter is to be followed up 
accordingly. 
 
It should also be noted that the Station has now obtained a permanent licence which not 
only has a commercial value, but also enables the Committee to now access grants which 
were not available with a temporary licence. 
 
Premises: 
 
As identified previously and acknowledged by Council as part of submitting a grant 
application for the development of the Aquatic Centre (grant unsuccessful), there are still 
a number of significant operational issues with the current premises. Access is a primary 
concern, which has the potential to limit community involvement in the Station. 
 
Reference is made to the attached letter sent by the President of the Radio Station, Dr 
Myrle Gray. This letter is submitted for discussion and further comment will be provided 
at the meeting. 
 
Forward Plans etc: 
 
The Committee continues to pursue sponsorship opportunities from a number of sources, 
and have secured ongoing support from a number of organisations / businesses (including 
Government agencies). 
 
In addition, fundraising activities are held on a regular basis as opportunities arise. 
 
In summary, it can be seen that the Management Committee has been extremely pro-
active in working towards the future sustainability and viability of the Radio Station, and 
as such, there is strong justification for Council to continue to subsidise the operation for 
a further period to enable the Committee to consolidate and progress the various 
strategies in progress.  
 
In the first instance, the Committee will assume responsibility for its own internet / 
telephone costs, on the basis that Council continue to fund the electricity. Again, this 
situation should be reviewed in a further six months. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

a) Council continue to allocate funds to meet the Aurora costs associated with 
running the Radio Station for a further six-month period (to be reviewed at 
that time); and 

b) Council negotiate and sponsorship and advertising arrangement to offset (or 
partly offset) this cost. Advertising to focus on the Callington Mill and 
Council’s other business activities (e.g. Centre for Heritage Training 
Courss). 

 
C/12/04/084/10916 DECISION 
Moved by Clr A O Green, seconded by Clr D F Fish 
 
THAT: 

a) Council continue to allocate funds to meet the Aurora costs associated with 
running the Radio Station for a further six-month period (to be reviewed at that 
time) – capped at $4,000. Part of the allocation is to meet the cost of installing a 
separate metered supply (if achievable); and 

b) Council negotiate and sponsorship and advertising arrangement to offset (or 
partly offset) this cost. Advertising to focus on the Callington Mill and Council’s 
other business activities (e.g. Centre for Heritage Training Courss). 

CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD 27th JULY 2011 
 

16.2.2 Southern Midlands Community Radio Station Inc. (97.1 MID FM) - 
Update  

 
File Ref:   
 
AUTHOR GENERAL MANAGER  
DATE  18th JULY 2011 
 
ATTACHMENT: Nil 
ENCLOSURE: Nil 
 
ISSUE 
 
To brief Council on the outcome of a community meeting held 14th July 2011 to 
discuss the ongoing viability of the Station. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The following background comments were provided to the meeting: 
 
- Station commenced operation approximately 9 years ago; 
- Station currently operates on a temporary licence - an application has been made for a 
permanent licence which is currently being assessed by the ACMA -  supplementary 
information provided 
- Southern Midlands Community Radio Station Inc. is a separate Incorporated body (i.e. 
legal entity) under the Associations Incorporation Act 1964, which has a membership 
base from which a Management Committee is elected; 
- the elected Management Committee has responsibility to manage the affairs of the 
organisation and in particular, has to ensure that the organisation remains viable from a 
financial perspective i.e. to ensure that it is solvent (often used term – the organisation is 
able to meet its financial obligations as and when they fall due). 
 
It was emphasised that individual members of the Management Committee can be held 
personally liable if it is found that the organisation is incurring debts in the full 
knowledge that it is unable to meet those debts. 
 
- without the current financial support from the Southern Midlands Council., the Radio 
Station would be insolvent. 
- the future of the Station will be a Management Committee decision (in consultation 
with the members), but is taking this opportunity to try and determine the level of 
community support prior to considering its position. 
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- In reference to the Constitution, the Management Committee consists of: 
 

- President 
- Vice President 
- Secretary 
- Treasurer 
- Station Manager; and 
- 2 Members 

 
- in recent months, the Station Management Committee has gone through a fairly 
rigorous strategic planning process to establish future business plans for the organisation, 
but there is clear evidence that there are many challenges facing the organisation, and at 
the present time, it does not have the necessary support to achieve its aims and objectives. 
 
Examples: Premises, Licence, management, operational and financial capacity 
 
DETAIL 
 

The meeting was attended by approximately 15 members of the community, most of 
which spoke in favour of trying to secure the future of the radio station. It was also 
indicated that there were other members of the community that were prepared to become 
involved with the Station that were unable to attend the meeting for whatever reason. 
 
Attendance List: Mark Conway (Station Manager), Diana Langley (Treasurer), Leigh 
Blake, Graeme Raphael, Chris Jackson, Clr Mark Jones OAM, Tim Kirkwood (Public 
Officer), Deb Pearce, Clr Bob Campbell (Vice President), Fergus Paterson, Leonard 
Willsher, Clr John Jones OAM, Danny Burrow, Hugo Speer.  
 
In summary, the outcomes of the meeting were as follows: 
 

- finalise financials for the 2010/11 period and obtain audited statement; 
- advertise and conduct Annual General Meeting by mid August 2011 (i.e. evidence 

that a full Management Committee can be secured); 
- 28th July 2011 – convene a further meeting in the interim with the aim of 

identifying a sufficient number of people that are prepared to participate in sub-
committees that can address the priorities identified in the Strategic and 
Operational Plans (i.e. to ensure viability and sustainability). 

- Request the Southern Midlands Council to maintain its level of financial support 
for a six-month period to enable the Station to demonstrate that there is a 
sufficient level of community support to operate and manage the Station without 
ongoing financial support (unless provided by way of sponsorship to secure 
promotional advertising etc). 
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Human Resources & Financial Implications – The Southern Midlands Council is 
currently subsidising the following operational expenses of the Station: 
 

a) electricity costs at 85 High Street, Oatlands (was connected to the same power 
supply as the Visor Centre) – now estimated at approx. $750 per quarter; 

b) electricity costs for the transmitter tower (located on Weeding’s Hill) – estimated 
at $1,000 per quarter; and 

c) internet and telephone costs (part of Council’s Telstra contract) – estimated at 
$500 per quarter. 

 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Community meeting held 
to determine level of community support and interest. 
 
Council Web Site Implications: N/A 
 

Policy Implications – N/A. 
 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate issues. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT: 
 

a) the information be received; and 
b) Council provide a commitment to maintain the current level of financial 

support for a six-month period (ending February 2012), at which time a 
review is to be undertaken to determine the level of community support and 
interest (at that time), and whether the Station can continue to operate 
without ongoing financial support (unless provided by way of sponsorship to 
secure promotional advertising etc). 
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C/11/07/083/10638 DECISION 
Moved by Clr M J Jones OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor J L Jones OAM  
 
THAT: 

c) the information be received; 
d) Council provide a commitment to maintain the current level of financial support 

(capped at $5,000) for a six-month period (ending February 2012), at which time 
a review is to be undertaken to determine the level of community support and 
interest (at that time), and whether the Station can continue to operate without 
ongoing financial support (unless provided by way of sponsorship to secure 
promotional advertising etc). 

CARRIED. 
 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 
√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor J  L Jones OAM   
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr M Jones OAM  
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16.3 SAFETY 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 24 
5.3.1 Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing 

through the municipality. 
 
Nil. 
 
16.4 CONSULTATION 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 24 
5.4.1 Improve the effectiveness of consultation with the Community. 
 
Nil. 
 
 
16.5 COMMUNICATION 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 25 
5.5.1 Improve the effectiveness of communication with the Community. 
 
Nil. 
 
 

 
17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 

ORGANISATION) 
 

17.1 IMPROVEMENT 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 26 
6.1.1 Improve the level of responsiveness to Community needs. 
6.1.2 Improve communication within Council. 
6.1.3 Improve the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset 

management system. 
6.1.4 Increase the effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council IT systems. 
6.1.5 Improve the Council records management system and processes. 
6.1.6 Develop an overall Continuous Improvement Strategy and framework. 

 
Nil. 
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17.2 SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 
6.2.1 Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council. 
6.2.2 Provide a safe and healthy working environment. 
6.2.3 Ensure that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake 

their roles. 
6.2.4 Increase the cost effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other 

organisations. 
6.2.5 Continue to manage and improve the level of statutory compliance of Council operations. 
6.2.6 Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to meet the Communities 

needs. 
6.2.7 Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations. 
6.2.8 Minimise Councils exposure to risk. 

17.2.1 Local Government Board – Proposed Framework for the Assessment 
of Councillor Numbers (Information Only) 

 

File Ref:  
 
AUTHOR GENERAL MANAGER (T KIRKWOOD) 
DATE 19th APRIL 2012 
 

ENCLOSURE: Local Government Board Paper – Proposed Framework for the 
Assessment of Councillor Numbers 

 
ISSUE 
 

To provide Council with a copy of the Local Government Board Paper “Proposed 
Framework for the Assessment of Councillor Numbers”. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government Board is a statutory body established under the Local 
Government Act 1993 (the Act). 
 
The Act provides that the role of the Board is: 
 

1. to conduct reviews of councils or reviews that concentrate on a specific topic or 
topics at the request of the Minister for Local Government;  

2. to carry out reviews of single and joint authorities; and   
3. to provided general advice to the Minister at his or her request.  

 
Under Section 210(2) of the Act, the Board consists of the chairperson; one person 
nominated by the Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT); one person 
nominated by the Local Government Managers Australia (Tasmania) (LGMA); and the 
Director of Local Government or his or her nominee. Under Section 210(5A), the 
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Minister may appoint one or two additional persons to be members for the purposes of a 
particular review. 
 
DETAIL 
 
In September 2011, the Minister for Local Government, Bryan Green MP, asked the 
Board to conduct a review into the number of councillors, which commenced in 
November 2011. 
 
The Board will consider and make recommendations on the number of councillors to be 
elected to the Break O’Day, Central Coast, Devonport City, Glamorgan-Spring Bay, 
Kingborough, Glenorchy City and Tasman Councils, as those councils have requested 
that their numbers be considered. 
 
The broad objective of the review is to determine the appropriate number of councillors 
required to undertake the core roles and responsibilities of councils, including effective 
representation of the community. 
 
As part of the review process, the Board has also considered generic criteria to assist 
councils, government and the community in their future decision-making about 
councillor numbers and effective representation. 
 
The terms of reference state that the Board is to consider the potential impact of any 
change on the following matters: representation of the community; the ability of the 
council to make decisions; any financial impacts; the ability of the council to deliver 
services; electoral arrangements; and statewide consistency. 
 
The enclosed Paper provides comment and information in respect to these matters. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Comment to be provided. 
 
 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications - N/A. 
 
 

Policy Implications – The issue regarding the number of elected members has not been 
raised or discussed by Council, however this paper is designed to provide background 
information on some of the matters that will be considered by the Board.  
 
 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A. Whilst Council has not been directly 
involved, it is appropriate to circulate the Paper for information purposes. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the information be received. 
 
C/12/04/092/10917 DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr A O Green 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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17.2.3 Midlands Memorial Community Centre – Lease Arrangements (MILE Inc.) 

 
File Ref: 
 
AUTHOR  GENERAL MANAGER (T KIRKWOOD) 
DATE   19TH APRIL 2012 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider and confirm the proposed Lease arrangements for the newly named / 
constructed Midlands Memorial Community Centre situated at 68 High Street, Oatlands. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Councillors would be fully aware that the extension to the newly named Midlands 
Memorial Community Centre has been completed and operational for a few months.  
 
It is necessary to formalise the lease arrangements with Midlands Initiatives for Local 
Enterprise Inc. 
 
DETAIL 
 
A formal Lease Agreement has been drafted and in summary, incorporates the following 
terms and conditions (full copy can be provided on request): 
 

- Lease Commencement: 1st January 2012; 
- Lease Term – 3 years (with an option for 3 year extension); 
- Rental of $80 per week (indexed by CPI on an annual basis); 
- MILE Inc. to be responsible for all outgoings, included reimbursement for annual 

rates and charges, land tax, Southern Water charges etc); and 
- Standard insurance provisions. 

 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – A loan borrowing of $150K was taken 
out in early 2010 for a fifteen year period. The State Government is subsiding the interest 
component for the first three years. Annual loan servicing costs (principal and interest) 
total $16,158 and the proposed rental of $4,160 will cover approximately 26% of this 
amount. In addition, Council will tasnfer the cost of property charges to MILE Inc. as 
part of the proposed arrangement. 
 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A. 
 
Policy Implications – Policy position.  
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council confirm the proposed Lease arrangements for the newly named / 
constructed Midlands Memorial Community Centre situated at 68 High Street, 
Oatlands and proceed to formalise the Lease Agreement. 
 
C/12/04/094/10918 DECISION 
Moved by Clr J L Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council confirm the proposed Lease arrangements for the newly named / 
constructed Midlands Memorial Community Centre situated at 68 High Street, Oatlands 
and proceed to formalise the Lease Agreement. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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17.3 FINANCES 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 28 
6.3.1 Maintain current levels of community equity. 
6.3.2 Major borrowings for infrastructure will reflect the inter-generational 

nature of the assets created. 
6.3.3 Council will retain a minimum cash balance to cater for extra-ordinary 

circumstances. 
6.3.4 Operating expenditure will be maintained in real terms and expansion of 

services will be funded by re-allocation of service priorities or an increase 
in rates. 

6.4.4 Sufficient revenue will be raised to sustain the current level of community 
and infrastructure services. 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (March 2012) 

 
File Ref: 3/024 
 

AUTHOR FINANCE OFFICER 
DATE  19th APRIL 2012 
 
Refer enclosed Report incorporating the following: - 
 
a) Current Expenditure Estimates 
 
b) Capital Expenditure Estimates  
  
Note: Refer to enclosed report detailing the individual capital projects. 
 
c) Rates & Charges Summary – Period Ending 13th April 2012 
 
d) Cash Flow Statement - completed to 31st March 2012. 
  
Note: Expenditure figures provided are for the period 1st July to 31st March 2012 -

approximately 67% of the period. 
 
Comments 
 
A. Current Expenditure Estimates (Operating Budget) 
 
Strategic Theme – Infrastructure 
 

- Sub-Program –Roads - expenditure to date ($1,138,974 – 96.73%). This 
program will be monitored in the coming months. 
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Strategic Theme – Growth  
 

- Sub-Program – Business - expenditure to date ($85,061 – 164.37%). This 
Program is Private Works undertaken on a recharge basis.  

 
Strategic Theme – Landscape  
 

- Sub-Program – Heritage - expenditure to date ($152,953 – 91.42%). This 
program will be monitored in the coming months.  

 
- Sub-Program – Natural - expenditure to date ($99,785 – 98.69%). This program 

will be monitored in the coming months. ‘One-off’ annual costs have been paid. 
 
Strategic Theme – Community 
 

- Sub-Program – Consultation - expenditure to date ($22,902 – 451.72%) 
Additional expenditure associated with the Southern Midlands Education 
Working Group and school viability project. Budget to be closely monitored. 

 
 
B. Capital Expenditure Estimates (Capital Budget) 
 
 Nil. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
C/12/04/096/10919 DECISION 
Moved by Clr C J Beven, seconded by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM 
 
THAT the information be received. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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Clr J L Jones OAM  declared an interest and left the meeting at 3.04 p.m.  

17.3.2 Rural Alive & Well – Request for Rate Remission 

 
File Ref:  5465798 BWELL 
 
AUTHOR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (K BRAZENDALE) 
DATE  18TH APRIL 2012  
 
 
ISSUE 
 

Consideration of a request for a Rate Remission from Rural Alive and Well Incorproated. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Rural Alive and Well Inc is a not for profit incorporated body which runs a suicide 
prevention program within the Southern Midlands, Central Highlands Municipal and the 
Glamorgan Spring Bay Council areas. 
 
DETAIL 
 

The details of the two properties occupied by Rural Alive and Well Inc are as follows:- 
 
Property Id 5465800 – 11 Blackwell Road, Melton Mowbray (Church Hall) 
 
General Rate  275.00 
Waste Management   34.00 
Fire Levy    35.00 
TOTAL  307.30 
 
Property Id 5465798 – 9 Blackwell Road, Melton Mowbray (Church Building) 
 
General Rate  275.00 
Garbage Service 110.00 
Waste Management 104.00 
Fire Levy    35.00 
TOTAL  453.00 
 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications - Dependant on the level of remission (if 
any) granted by Council. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications - N/A. 
 
Policy Implications - Reference Policy No. 5.6.2.2 – ‘Remissions – Charitable, 
Community and Sporting Bodies’.  
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Rural Alive & Well Inc., as an Incorporated body, it is not recognised in the existing 
Policy. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council grant a fifty percent (50%) remission of the General Rate only. 
  
C/12/04/105/10920 DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr A O Green 
 
THAT Council grant a fifty percent (50%) remission of the General Rate only. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  

 
 
Clr J L Jones OAM returned to the meeting at 3.05 p.m.  
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18. INFORMATION BULLETINS 

 
Refer enclosed Bulletin dated 19th April 2012. 
 
Information Bulletin dated 4th April 2012 circulated since previous meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Information Bulletins dated 4th and 19th April be received and the 
contents noted. 
 
C/12/04/106/10921 DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr M Connors 
 
THAT the Information Bulletins dated 4th and 19th April be received and the contents 
noted. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 
 



Council Meeting Minutes – 24th April 2012  PUBLIC COPY 

107 

18.1 QUESTION TIME (COUNCILLORS) 
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
 
Comments / Update will be provided in relation to the following: 
 
 

1. Budget Workshop Timetable – Amended Program adopted. 
 
2. Seniors Week – Walk to Parattah – draft program tabled – ‘in principal’ support 

with further detail to be submitted and considered through the budget process. 
 
3. Heritage Guidelines – preparation of a guidelines manual - letter to be issued to 

each property owners within the Heritage Precinct(s). 
 
4 Weeds - Handbook available – to be promoted through the Council Newsletter 
 
5. Commonwealth Bank, Oatlands - Signage – No feedback received from applicant 

to date. 
 
6. Midland Highway, Bagdad – Signage re: Use of Engine Breaks – update to be 

sought from DIER. 
 
7. Policy Manual – progress with updated Manual. 
 
8. Integrity Commission Seminar(s) – encourage attendance at free seminars. 
 
9. Action List / Customer Complaints List – schedule time to review list.  
 
10. Streetlight – Church Street, Oatlands – yet to be installed. Confirmed 

authorisation and order has been provided to Aurora. 
 
Clr J L Jones OAM left the meeting at 3.41 p.m. and returned 3.43 p.m. 
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19. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
Nil. 
 
 
20. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA  
 
Council to address urgent business items previously accepted onto the agenda. 
 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT Council move into “Closed Session” and the meeting be closed to the public. 
 

C/12/04/108/10922 DECISION 
Moved by Clr Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council move into “Closed Session” and the meeting be closed to the public. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr A R Bantick  
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
21. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION “  
 
EXCLUDED FROM THE MINUTES PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 (2) OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT (MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005. 
 
T F KIRKWOOD 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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EXCLUDED FROM THE MINUTES PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 (2) OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT (MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005. 
 
T F KIRKWOOD 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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EXCLUDED FROM THE MINUTES PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 (2) OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT (MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005. 
 
T F KIRKWOOD 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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EXCLUDED FROM THE MINUTES PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 (2) OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT (MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005. 
 
T F KIRKWOOD 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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EXCLUDED FROM THE MINUTES PURSUANT TO SECTION 15 (2) OF THE LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT (MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2005. 
 
T F KIRKWOOD 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
C/12/04/113/19025 DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council endorse the decision made in “Closed Session”. 
 
C/12/04/114/19026 DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D F Fish 
 
THAT Council endorse the decisions made in Closed Session. 
CARRIED. 
 
Vote For Councillor Vote Against 

√ Mayor A E Bisdee OAM  
√ Dep. Mayor M Jones OAM   
√ Clr C J Beven  
√ Clr B Campbell  
√ Clr M Connors  
√ Clr D F Fish  
√ Clr A O Green  
√ Clr J L Jones OAM  

 
 
Clr A R Bantick returned to the meeting at 4.27 p.m. 
 
 
22. CLOSURE 4.28 P.M. 
 


