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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT THE TUNBRIDGE HALL,  
99 MAIN ROAD TUNBRIDGE, COMMENCING AT 10.00 A.M. 

 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Dennis Cousens recited prayers. 
 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Mayor E Batt recited Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clr A E Bisdee OAM, Clr D Blackwell and Clr B 
Campbell 
 

Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager), Mr G Finn (Manager Development and Environmental 
Services), Mr D Richardson (Manager Infrastructure and Works), Mrs A Burbury (Finance 
Officer) and Mrs J Thomas (Executive Assistant). 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
 
Clr F Miller and Clr D Fish. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the apology from Clr F Miller be received and Council grant leave of absence 
for the meeting. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the apologies from Clr D Fish and Clr F Miller be received and Council grant 
leave of absence for the meeting. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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5. MINUTES 
 
5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on 22nd 
January 2025, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 22nd January 
2025 be confirmed. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 22nd January 
2025 be confirmed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall General Meeting – General Committee 

Meeting – 12th January 2025 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee Minutes – 11th February 

2025 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 
 

5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall General Meeting – General Committee 

Meeting – 12th January 2025 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee Minutes – 11th February 

2025 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 

5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meetings, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority Minutes – 16th December 2024 

 TasWaste South Local Government Forum Minutes – 7th November 2024 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes of the above Joint Authorities be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the Minutes of the above Joint Authorities be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 
Nil.  
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
A workshop was held on the 11th February 2025 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands 
commencing at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor E Batt (attended at 9.50 a.m.), Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clrs 

A E Bisdee OAM, D Blackwell, B Campbell, D Fish and F Miller 
(remotely). 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, A Benson, D Richardson, G Finn, A Burbury (part) and J 
Thomas.  

Apologies:  Nil. 

 

The Workshop focussed on the following items for consideration and discussion: 

 
1. Local Government Priority Reform Program (Information Only) 

 
Copy of Program circulated. 
 
This Program has been prepared and is largely in response to the recommendations 
contained in the ‘Future of Local Government Review’ final report. The Tasmanian 
Government has committed to this Program being implemented before the 2026 local 
government elections. 
 

2. Targeted Amendments to the Local Government Act 1993 – Discussion Paper 

The Tasmanian Government has released for public consultation a Discussion Paper on 
proposed legislative changes to support the delivery of its Local Government Priority Reform 
Program 2024-26. 
 
The Priority Reform Program brings together key recommendations from the Future of Local 
Government Review and the earlier Local Government Legislation Review, alongside 
several additional reforms which have been included in response to strong feedback from 
the sector and aspects of council governance. 
 
The Discussion Paper outlines targeted amendments to the Local Government Act 
1993 supporting 11 key reforms: 

1. Legislating the Good Governance Principles 
2. Introducing serious misconduct provisions for Councillors 
3. Broadening Performance Improvement Direction provisions 
4. Introducing Temporary Advisors for Councils 
5. Clarifying Work Health and Safety obligations 
6. Mandating council learning and development obligations 
7. Introducing a contemporary role statement and a Charter for local government 
8. Improving the strategic planning and reporting frameworks 

https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/405219/OLG-FLG-Priority-Reform-Program.pdf
https://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/405219/OLG-FLG-Priority-Reform-Program.pdf
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9. Improving consistency in data collection and reporting methodologies 
10. Enhancing transparency of information in council rates notices 
11. Mandating internal audit for councils. 

Preliminary discussion noting that submissions are sought by 21st March 2025 with the aim 
of drafting legislation for consultation in May 2025. 
 

3. Oatlands Dog Park 

Presentation and update provided by Deputy General Manager.  
 
Refer Council Meeting Agenda for report. 
 

4. Tunnack Victoria Hall (and Tunnack Progress Association) 

Preliminary discussion of correspondence received from the Tunnack Vitoria Hall and 
Progress Association. 
 
Refer Council Meeting Agenda for report. 

 

5. Parattah Jubilee Hall (Community Owned) 

As an outcome of the discussion, it was agreed that Council would facilitate a community 
meeting to discuss the future of the Parattah Jubilee Hall. 
 

6. Kempton – Retention of ‘Village’ Atmosphere 

Mayor Edwin Batt raised this issue at the Council Meeting held 22nd January 2025 and 
requested that it be listed as an item for discussion at a Council Workshop. 

 
Mayor Batt provided further comment. It was acknowledged that an internal officer working 
group would consider the issues raised and consider: 

 
a) the existing control measures and are these sufficient?; 

b) the need for any additional control measures (e.g. is an amendment to the 

Planning Scheme require)?;  

c) the need for any additional plans/designs; and/or  

d) other policy or procedures that can be developed to address the issues raised? 

 

7. Recreation Grounds – Upgrade Program 

General Manager provided an update in relation to each of the following grounds: 
 
a) Oatlands Recreation Ground – Capital Improvements 

 
Submitted project details as part of the forthcoming Federal Government election. 
 
b) Bagdad Community Club Property - Capital Improvements 
 
As above. 
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c) Campania Recreation ground – Open Spaces Grant Program 
 
The LGAT are coordinating this Grant Program and advice has now been received that the 
full allocation of $400,000 (as applied for) can be granted.  
 
In reference to the Budget, this will require Council to commit the balance of $700K to 
undertake the project. 

 
The Grant Deed will include a March 2026 completion timeframe. 

 
An application for development approval has been submitted and is being processed by an 
external Consultant as it directly relates to a Council project. 

 
8. Information Item - Telecommunications / Connectivity – What’s happening in 

this space etc. 

8.1 Telstra – the Regional Engagement Manager (Sarah Ebbelaar) is currently on 
leave but will be available to attend the March workshop. In the meantime, Sarah has 
listed the following Southern Midlands projects: 

 
- Woodsdale – build this year 

- Vincents Hill (Oatlands) – Upgraded this year 

- Colebrook – Potential co-investment site  

8.2 Vodafone Optus – Upgrade Works at Gangells Lane, Bagdad 
 

8.3 Australian Government – Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development, Communications and the Arts – On Farm Connectivity Program 

 
On 14 January 2025 the Hon Michelle Rowland MP, Minister for Communications 
announced $20 million toward a third round of the On Farm Connectivity Program. Round 3 
will open for applications later in 2025, with funding to be delivered across 2025-26. 
 
Consultation with stakeholders will inform the design of Round 3, to ensure lessons and 
feedback from the previous rounds are well considered. As a result of this process, the 
Program may see some significant changes in Round 3, including the List of Eligible 
Equipment, and prior rounds’ Grant Opportunity Guidelines should not be relied on as 
information for Round 3. 
 
The Minister’s full Media Release is available here: Backing Aussie farmers with an 
additional $20 million for ag-tech connectivity | Ministers for the Department of Infrastructure 
 
If you wish to be included on the department’s email list to receive updates or information 
about consultation for Round 3, please send an email to OFCP@infrastructure.gov.au. 
 

9. Other Matters: 

10.1 Oatlands Hotel Development 
 

Verbal update following a recent discussion with the preferred proponents THN Hospitality 
Pty Ltd (Ben Target). 

https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/rowland/media-release/backing-aussie-farmers-additional-20-million-ag-tech-connectivity
https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/rowland/media-release/backing-aussie-farmers-additional-20-million-ag-tech-connectivity
mailto:OFCP@infrastructure.gov.au
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10.2 Council Wheelchair Accessible Bus (Advice) 
 
Council currently owns a 2006 Toyota Wheelchair accessible bus that has travelled in 
excess of 280,000 klms. There are significant signs of wear and tear (i.e. rust) and it is using 
oil. Ownership of this type of vehicle dates back to when Council had responsibility for the 
MMPHC, including the Day Respite Care Centre. It was used to transport MMPHC residents 
and Respite Care Centre clients on social outings etc. 
 
In recent times the Bus has primarily been used by ‘Life Without Barriers’ (LWB) for social 
outings etc.  
 
From a Council perspective there is no need to own such a vehicle and it is planned to 
dispose through the standard auction process and not replace the vehicle.  
 

LWB, who had previously expressed an interest in purchasing the bus, but declined 
due to age and condition, has been notified accordingly. The Bus will be retained for 
a brief period to provide that organisation with an opportunity to identify alternative 
transport options. 

 
10.3 Exciting Opportunity for Oatlands 

 
Deputy General Manager shared an exciting opportunity that is being progressed by 
Council in adding value to the historical and cultural significance of Oatlands. 

 
The workshop concluded at approximately 12.20 p.m. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
 
 
Nil.  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 25th February 2025 

Page 13 of 113 

 
 

7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary 
to explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without 
notice or its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without 
notice at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it 
does not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to 
be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without 
notice in writing. 

 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
 
Clr A E Bisdee OAM – Requested an update on negotiations with Vos Constructions in 
relation to Oatlands Aquatic Centre final contract claim. 
 
Deputy General Manager – outstanding sandstone veneer work now completed and the final 
contract retention / settlement amount can be negotiated and finalised. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Informed Council that the Colebrook Shop is now trading seven days per 
week from 6 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
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Clr B Campbell – Colebrook Recreation Ground – is it currently being used?  
 
General Manager advised that the ‘shed’ at the Recreation Ground is currently being used 
by a group of local persons as a meeting place. This has occurred since the closure of the 
Colebrook Tavern. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Oatlands Racetrack – is it currently being used and are there any plans 
for the property? 
 
General Manager advised that it is currently being used by licensed harness and 
thoroughbred trainers from the area. They undertake track maintenance as required. In 
terms of future development plans, there are no formal or detailed plans but the trainers 
have expressed a desire to have ‘wash down’ stalls constructed. 
 
Clr B Campbell – raised concerns regarding feral cats. Can anything be done? 
 
General Manager advised that there is a ‘Southern Tasmanian Cat Management Strategy’ 
and from a local government perspective, the extent of involvement is at the discretion of 
individual Councils. At present, the Southern Midlands Council does not have sufficient 
resources to take on a significant role in cat management. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Yarlington Road area – locals becoming unhappy with the amount of 
times stock is straying. 
 
General Manager informed Council that there are issues relating to stock straying. The 
Animal Control Officer has committed considerable time to tray and address the issues. 
There has been ongoing communication with the property owners and Tasmania Police will 
also now become involved. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Made reference to another vehicle accident at the entry to 
Mood Food on Saturday 22nd February 2025. 
 
General Manager confirmed that following a recent meeting with the Minister for 
Infrastructure (Kerry Vincent MHA), it is apparent that he is taking an active interest in this 
matter. Copies of previous correspondence has been sent to the Minister for his information. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – How many new Development Applications did Council 
approve in 2024, compared to 2023? 
 
Manager Development & Environmental Services – This data is provided in the Southern 
Midlands Council Annual Report. There has definitely been an increase in dwellings but will 
provide council with actual numbers at the next Council Meeting. 
 
Mayor E Batt – made reference to an Email communication received from the TFS 
Campania Brigade (Captain Kate Gillham) relating to the possible use of a section of the 
Campania Bush Reserve for youth training and development activities. 
 
General Manager advised that a response indicating ‘in-principle’ support has been provided 
in response to the proposal. The support was subject to addressing issues associated with 
the participation and insurance cover for TFS juniors which should not be any issue. 
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Mayor E Batt – Parattah Railway – any development plans for this area? Indicated that 
Council needs to increase its focus on this township. 
 
General Manager provided some background information relating to the Parattah Railway 
Station property. It was confirmed that there are no specific development plans other than 
general maintenance and upkeep. Council has recently constructed a ‘display shed’ which 
houses the old ‘ganger’s trolley’. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Melton Mowbray park update? 
 
Manager Infrastructure and Works confirmed that on-site works are to commence 
immediately. The first stage will involve the construction of dry stone perimeter walls. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
Nil. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
Nil. 
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public question 
time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before 

an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, at 

least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the 
public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to that 

question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice had 
been received from members of the Public.  

 
Julia Jabour – Southern Midlands Regional News - Hotel development update? 
 
The General Manager confirmed that the preferred proponents are still focussed on 
reviewing design plans; construction costs and the resultant business plan. The project is 
still under consideration however a decision will be required in the short-term based on 
timeframes within the Development Agreement. 
 
Paul Worldron – Tunbridge - Made comment regarding the property at Parattah where 
numerous horses are being kept.  He questioned how so many horses are allowed in a built 
up area of Parattah? 
  
Manager Development & Environmental Services. Animal welfare officers have inspected 
the area and the horses appear to be in good condition, but the high number is concerning. 
Issue of flies and odour.  Staff continue to monitor the site. 
 
Paul Worldron – Tunbridge – asked why the northern end of Scott Street was not sealed 
recently (when other sealing works took place)/ 
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Manager Infrastructure and Works advised that this section of road requires reconstruction 
prior to sealing. The aim is to budget in the forthcoming financial year. 
 
 

10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 

Nil. 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council adjourn for morning tea at 10.37 a.m. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 

 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the meeting reconvene at 11.03 a.m. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Nil.  
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 

12.1.1 Development Application (DA24/111)  
 For Alterations, Addition, Refurbishment to Existing Club Rooms, and New 

Change Room with Facilities at 29 High Street, Oatlands, owned by Southern 
Midlands Council 

 

Item 12.1.1 was withdrawn from the Agenda as the ‘Submission Planning Notice 
Assessment’ has not been issued by TasWater. 
 
It was confirmed that the applicant has granted an extension to the timeframe permitted for 
assessment to enable consideration at the March 2025 Council Meeting. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT the information be received noting that a decision will be made at the March 
2025 Council Meeting. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 

 
 

12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
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12.4 Planning (Other) 
 

12.4.1 Minister’s Proposed Amendments to the Southern Tasmanian Regional 
Land Use Strategy 2010-2035 (STRLUS 2010) Urban Growth Boundary. 

 

Author: MANAGER - DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
(GRANT FINN) 

 
Date: 13 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Enclosure(s) 
1. Correspondence: State Planning Office, dated 3 February 2025. 
2. Minister’s Media Release, 2 February 2025. 
 
Attachment(s) 
1. STRLUS Urban Growth Boundary Update Consultation Paper, February 2025. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this report is to consider Council’s position regarding the proposed 
amendments to the Urban Growth Boundary of Greater Hobart in the Southern Tasmania 
Regional Land Use Strategy 2010-2035 (STRLUS). 

These proposed amendments have been proposed by the Minister for Planning, Felix Ellis, 
in advance of the outcomes of the work currently being undertaken to review STRLUS. 

BACKGROUND 

The STRLUS is a long-term plan for the southern Tasmanian region to facilitate and manage 
change, growth, and development, whilst protecting our natural values. 

Since the preparation of the current STRLUS in 2010, the Southern Tasmanian region has 
experienced significant population growth and new economic and social conditions are 
driving change. There have been several minor amendments to STRLUS in the intervening 
time but no comprehensive review has occurred as was originally intended to occur every 
five years. 

In 2023 the twelve Southern Councils (LGAs) in conjunction with the State Government 
committed to undertake a comprehensive review of STRLUS. This is co-funded by the 12 
Councils and the State Government. Work has been undertaken throughout 2024 and it is 
anticipated that a draft new STRLUS will be ready for public consultation in mid-late 2025. 
It can be estimated that a final new STRLUS would emerge after the consideration of public 
submissions and subsequent amendments sometime in 2026. 

The Urban Growth Boundary of Greater Hobart is a major component of the STRLUS. Land 
around metropolitan Hobart cannot be proposed for rezoning to a residential zone unless it 
is within the Urban Growth Boundary. 

No part of the Urban Growth Boundary extends up into the Southern Midlands. Growth in 
the rural & regional areas of the Southern Tasmania region is guided by other strategies 
within the STRLUS. 

The Minister has now determined to progress significant amendments to the Urban Growth 
Boundary. 
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All proposed amendments to STRLUS are referred to the twelve Southern Councils for 
comment. 

It is noted that, through the course of 2024 Council considered a number of reports regarding 
various aspects of the STRLUS Review, the latest at the November meeting. 

REGIONAL LAND USE STRATEGIES WITHIN THE PLANNING SYSTEM 

Each of the three regions in Tasmania has a Regional Land Use Strategy, all developed 
around 2010-2011. They play a key role in Tasmania’s planning system, known as the 
Resource Management and Planning System: 

 

 

All three regions are now embarking on projects to review their existing Regional Land Use 
Strategies. 

THE MINISTER’S PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 

The Planning Minister has taken the view that the Urban Growth Boundary of Greater Hobart 
is in need of expansion in order to allow for more homes to be built sooner, and thereby help 
address the current housing crisis. 
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The Minister appears to also believe this matter is urgent and cannot wait until the review of 
STRLUS is finalised, which is likely to be in a year or more. Further, it may be the case that 
the Minister is not confident that the STRLUS Review will deliver the level of expansion to 
the Urban Growth Boundary that he considers is necessary to make a sufficient impact on 
the housing crisis. 

Subsequently, the Minister has determined to initiate amendments to the current STRLUS, 
and not wait for the STRLUS Review to be completed. 

Enclosed are documents that set out the Minister’s intent: 

● Correspondence from the State Planning Office, dated 3 February 2025. 

● The Minister’s Media Release, dated 2 February 2025. 

● STRLUS Urban Growth Boundary Update Consultation Paper, dated February 
2025. 

In summary, the amendments would provide for an additional 615 hectares of land to be 
encompassed by the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB), ultimately providing an additional 
10,000 new residential lots. These would be across 15 expansion areas around Brighton, 
Clarence, Sorell and Kingborough LGAs. 

Note that land included within the UGB is not automatically rezoned for residential 
subdivision. There is still need for individual rezonings (via planning scheme amendments) 
in which the usual matters are considered, such as the ability of the land to be serviced for 
water, sewer, stormwater, roads, electricity, public open space, etc.). 

RAMIFICATIONS FOR SOUTHERN MIDLANDS  

The proposed amendments only relate the Urban Growth Boundary of Greater Hobart, no 
part of which is located in Southern Midlands. Therefore, it is considered that there are no 
direct impacts on the municipality. 

However, this Ministerial initiative could potentially signal a new attitude from the State’s 
planning apparatus, wherein the expansion of some towns outside Greater Hobart may be 
more readily contemplated, where appropriate. 

Council has already put forward the position into the STRLUS Review that the Review’s 
‘State of Play’ background report does not adequately recognise the housing crisis in 
Tasmania, and the Review’s population projections, which forecast only modest population 
growth for the next 25 years, are flawed, and that planning based on them will only further 
entrench the housing crisis. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council determine that it has no objection to the proposed amendments to the 
Urban Growth Boundary as set out in the ‘STRLUS Urban Growth Boundary Update 
Consultation Paper, February 2025. 

 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon. 
 
THAT Council determine that it has no objection to the proposed amendments to the 
Urban Growth Boundary as set out in the ‘STRLUS Urban Growth Boundary Update 
Consultation Paper, February 2025. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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Enclosure 1 
Agenda Item 12.4.1 
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Enclosure 2 
Agenda Item 12.4.1 

 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY] 

 

  

Minister’s Media Release 

2 February 2025 

Felix Ellis, 

Land that will unlock thousands of new homes is on the horizon for home builders and 
developers with the Tasmanian Liberal Government proposing the extension of the Urban 
Growth Boundary across Greater Hobart. 

The proposed extension would see 615 hectares of land freed up across Brighton, Clarence, 
Glenorchy, Hobart, Kingborough, and Sorell. 

Opening consultation today, Minister for Housing, Planning, and Consumer Affairs, Felix Ellis, 
said the Tasmanian Government is pulling out all the stops to get homes delivered for 
Tasmanians. 

“The proposed extension of the Urban Growth Boundary will free up more than 615 hectares 
across Greater Hobart – that’s enough land for almost 10,000 new homes,” Minister Ellis said. 

“Paired with other key development incentives and initiatives brought forward by this Liberal 
Government, the extension of the Urban Growth Boundary will see more Tasmanians realise 
the dream of homeownership. 

“Through our 2030 Strong Plan for Tasmania’s Future, we’re ensuring that our planning 
system is fairer, faster and simpler. 

“We’re backing in the builders to get more roofs over the heads of Tasmanians. 

“By unlocking more opportunities for homes to be built, we’re sending a message to home 
builders and developers far and wide: come and build your homes in Tasmania.” 

Changes to the current Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy will also be brought 
forward to ensure the Strategy remains practical and up to date, enabling sustainable growth 
across southern towns. 

Tasmanians can provide their feedback here. 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fctrk.klclick1.com%2Fl%2F01JK1D9ATD2K8P47FDXXEPAVEG_0&data=05%7C02%7Cjosh.goodyer%40dpac.tas.gov.au%7C48cb47b0d6454d9a0efa08dd42f2fb6a%7Cea732b1f3d1a4be9b48b6cee25b8a074%7C0%7C0%7C638740333572543959%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jBdFs%2BULR8PN1AxQggODiYdTh5E7bfnsbyumvwe%2F4OY%3D&reserved=0
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
Nil. 
 
 

13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 

13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
13.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 
satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 

 
13.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil.  
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13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 
 
 

Nil. 
 
 

13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 

Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date:  20 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Attachment(s): 
High Street Oatlands Traffic Counter Report 
 
Roads Program 
Maintenance grading works will continue throughout the municipality. 
 
Pot holes in both sealed and unsealed roads are being addressed as resources allow. 
 
Culvert cleaning and drainage works are underway in various areas and will continue as 
weather permits. 
 
Nala Road and Inglewood Road junction has been asphalted. 
 
Advanced warning signage has been installed on the approach to a corner on Stone house 
road to mitigate against a road safety concern raised further surfacing and drainage works 
at the site have been completed. 
 
Current Capital Works 
Interlaken Road upgrade works are completed. 
 
Road reseal works are scheduled to be completed by the end of February on various roads. 
 
Bagdad shared walkway works have commenced starting at the Bagdad Community Centre 
heading north and progressing well. These works will continue towards Iden Road from 
Chauncey Vale Road. 
 
Callington Park new toilet works are completed. 
 
Council’s annual road stabilization programme has been completed. 
 
Tunbridge kerb and gutter replacement is programmed to commence in February. 
 
Parks and Reserves 
Maintenance of recreation grounds, parks and playgrounds ongoing as required. 
 
Grass growth is keeping mowing crews busy as well as weed growth. 
 
Annual sports grounds maintenance works will be commencing shortly –top dressing, vert-
draining and fertilising. 
 
Oatlands Recreation Ground has been completed. 
 
Bridge Works 
Minor works on some bridges to be scheduled as resources permits. 
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Building Services Unit 
Maintenance works have been carried out on various council buildings and will continue. 
 
Construction of toilets at Callington Park is completed. 
 
A number of stone-masonry works are commencing shortly. 
 
Demolition of old swimming pool building has commenced and will continue –vibration 
monitoring devices will be in place for the duration of the demolition. 
 
The old pool building has been removed, the pool structure will be demolished starting the 
week of the 24th February 2025. 
 
Planned Works 
 

 Drainage and pavement repairs various roads; 

 Undertake various bridge maintenance repairs; 

 Continue footbridge/pathway works Bagdad; 

 Commence planning of works for Kempton-Mood Food pathway; 

 Commence Tunbridge kerb replacement works Main Road Tunbridge; 

 Edge break repairs on various roads; 

 Continue roadside slashing programme; 

 Building maintenance works will continue. 

 
Questions Raised at January 2025 Council Meeting 
 

1. Footpath condition between the club and hall 

Council officers have investigated the issue raised and will propose a budget allocation for 
the 2025/26 financial year to replace a section of kerb and gutter including footpath re-newel 
(as part of a proposed 3 year allocation) 

2. A crest-junction warning sign will be installed on Eldon Road south of Gettington Road 

3. Drainage works will be programmed for a section of New Country Marsh Road 

4. Fairhaven Road Junction sight distance (not a lot that can be done) 

5. Council officers have discussed a proposed kerb side waste and recycling bin service 
for Tunnack with the collection contractor, the contractor has advised it is possible for 
the Tunnack Township to be added to the current collection route. Council will now 
proceed with surveying residents to gauge the level of support and give a 6 week 
period for the return of the survey.   
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 
 

Mayor E Batt – Kempton Recreation Ground – made comment relating to the recently 

installed watering system and the likelihood that there will be subsidence over the trenches. 

 

Manager Infrastructure and Works confirmed that the trenches are being monitored and the 

contractor will continue to backfill and top dress the trenches (and ground area). 

 

Mayor E Batt – Kempton Recreation Ground Lights – can the ground lights be checked 

prior to tend of daylight savings and commencement of night training? 

 

Manager Infrastructure and Works – Lights to be tested. 

 

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Kempton Recreation Ground – when will the ground be suitable 

for training etc.? 

 

Manager Infrastructure and Works – Ground can now be used for training only, but a risk 

assessment should be undertaken prior (i.e. similar to the match day risk assessment 

checklist). 

 

Clr B Campbell – Ponsonby Road – has the property owner be contacted? 

 

Manager Infrastructure and Works to make contact as soon as practicable. 

 

Clr B Campbell – Midland Highway, Tunbridge – southern junction – no merger lane for 

vehicles existing Tunbridge heading south. Why wasn’t a merger lane constructed at the 

time of upgrade? 

 

Advice to be sought from the Department of State Growth but likely due to the close proximity 

of the Tunbridge Cemetery i.e. insufficient width to enable construction of a merger lane. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Blackwell. 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 
/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 

access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
 
Nil. 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 

15.1.1  Heritage Project Program Report 
 
Author: HERITAGE PROJECTS OFFICER (ALAN TOWNSEND) 

Date: 17 FEBRUARY 2025  

ISSUE 

Report from the Heritage Projects Officer on various Southern Midlands Heritage Projects. 

DETAIL 

During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 

 Ongoing collaboration with the Royal Society for the upcoming exhibition to be held as 
part of the Heritage & Bullock Festival. The exhibition will spread over three venues 
and include a representative for the speaker series 

 Demolition of old pool premises proceeding with demolition of main pool starting next 
week.  Precautionary survey marks and vibration monitoring equipment have been 
installed.  

 Collaboration with Architects Institute of Australia (AIA) for Open House Southern 
Midlands. With funding from Heritage Tasmania, AIA will provide volunteers & support 
to enable as many properties as possible to be open. Planned for November 2025 

 Planning for upgrade of Roche Hall facilities to enable the Performing Artist in 
Residence Space (PRISM) and development of appropriate policies 

 Continuing appearances on ABC 936 regarding the history of the Southern Midlands 

 Ongoing projects with volunteers Ruby Dano and Linda Clarke including ‘Escape from 
Oatlands’ series 

 Creating material for YouTube series ‘True Crime Oatlands 1829’ 

 Engineering and building surveyor advice gained for the potential Oatlands Town Hall 
lift project.  Currently in the design phase together with the toilet and entry project.  
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RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM. 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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5.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 
Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 18 FEBRUARY 2025 

ISSUE: Southern Midlands NRM Unit Monthly Report. 
 
DETAIL 

 The toilet block build at Callington Park has been completed.  The official first use of the 
facility was on Thursday 13th February.  Since opening there has been a considerable 
amount of positive feedback from the local community that had been waiting for this to 
be completed for a few years.  This is largely due to it taking just over two years to get 
all approvals through the various agencies that had involvement in the proposal - 
Callington Park area through to connecting to the Crown land foreshore TasWater 
maintained toilet block on the Lake edge.  The sewer line works and the building of the 
block was very quick by comparison.  

 Maria continues to work on a few Lake Dulverton and other Callington Park matters, 
including weed related queries on plants found growing in the Lake, which are actually 
native plants. See minutes of recent meeting.  

 Helen has been assisting David Richardson with waste facility matters.  

 Helen has been working on signage for various locations, and a traffic counter report for 
the High Street of Oatlands.  The people counter on the Dulverton Walkway also 
required some maintenance as it had stopped working. Helen has assisted Mary with 
weed related work on relation to Lake Dulverton.  

Weeds Officer Report, Mary Smyth 

13th January 2025 – 17th February 2025 

Enquiries/feedback 

A local resident called in to the office to enquire about hardwood stakes, and another 
resident dropped by to mention the seeding Cumbungi on Lake Dulverton. A third resident 
dropped in to collect some weed pamphlets.  

Councillor Dudgeon also called in to the NRM office and we chatted about a couple of weed 
issues, and Councillor Campbell phoned with concerns about Yarrow. 

A couple of keen local trout anglers had a chat to me when I was working at the tip: they 
were interested in the aquatic plant which has taken over much of the lake; is it a weed or 
not?  

Travelled along Interlaken Road in response to a report of Great mullein and Wild 
mignonette; spread around due to the recent roadworks. Control of these (and the broom 
and gorse too) will be undertaken by Council’s contractors as a priority. 
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Site visits 

Total = 7+ 

Checked out a report of possible Nodding thistles along the southern entrance road into 
Oatlands. Thankfully the thistles were actually sprayed spear thistles (which nod their heads 
when they’re on the way out).  

A single nodding thistle found along the Dulverton track. Unfortunately, it had already 
produced some seeds from a seed head which was on the ground adjacent. Plant and seeds 
were removed but the location will need to be kept an eye on in case any missed seeds 
germinate. 

161 Cumbungi seed heads removed from a patch near the end of Interlaken Road. Control 
to follow.  

Control of a line of cumbungi, and a clump of Shasta daisies along separate sections of 
Interlaken Road last year has been 100% successful.  

Control of Cumbungi in Lake Dulverton has begun and this is considerably easier (and 
quicker) due to the receding water line leaving all the remaining Cumbungi exposed. This 
does mean the plants are not as lush as usual, and have been eaten off quite a bit, but 
results should be very good this year. 

Control of St John’s wort along Antill Ponds Road, Little Plains Road and the end of Sorell 
Springs Road completed. Follow-up was essential on Antill Ponds Road due to a massive 
germination of seedlings not long after the larger plants died off. A new infestation 
discovered over the far side of the railway tracks was also controlled. 

Communication 

There was no February edition of the Southern Midlands Regional News so no article 
required this month. 

Research 

In response to a question from Council, researched the process undertaken for declaring a 
weed in Tasmania (see separate report).  

Researched Water ribbons in Lake Dulverton in reply to a letter from a local resident.  

A sample of the aquatic plant (which has taken over the majority of Lake Dulverton between 
the two bunds) was gathered and taken to the Tasmanian Herbarium for accurate 
identification. It is Water milfoil (Myriophyllum integrefolium), a native plant first recorded in 
Lake Dulverton in 1926!  

Researched wild mignonette and fat hen control methods for a concerned potential buyer of 
a property in Tunbridge. 

Whilst checking out various weeds along Interlaken Road, I noticed a couple of weeds I 
have not seen before. One was a type of nightshade, and the other was a mystery to me. I 
posted both photos on iNaturalist and soon found out that the nightshade was Green 
nightshade (Solanum nitidibaccatum) and the other plant was Aztec tobacco (Nicotiana 
rustica). Both picked up by Matt Baker of the Tasmanian Herbarium for inclusion in the 
collection. The single small, flowering Aztec tobacco plant was a particularly interesting find. 
This species had only one other record in Tasmania (Betsey Island) and only two records 
on the mainland (one in Melbourne and the other in Brisbane). How it came to be on the 
side of Interlaken Road is anyone’s guess! 

Caught up with the most recent posts on the Tasmanian Weeds Facebook page. 
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Related and extra-curricular activities 

Went through the process to register the Personal Locator Beacon purchased for work in 
remote/phone signal free areas of SMC. 

Assisted HG with Dulverton Track counter work, and we perused the results of the 
broom/gorse control along a section of the Track.  

When checking out cumbungi adjacent Marys Island, I noticed a clump of Tansy near the 
Lake. This will be dug out before seed set. 

Watered the seedlings in the old cattle yards next to the Callington Park playground. Of the 
7 natives planted, only 2 have died.  

Watered the remaining young seedlings planted on the mounds at Kempton Recreation 
Ground. 

Watered the remaining seedlings planted at the far end of the horse arena at Mangalore. 
There has been some vandalism at this site, but the majority of the plants are intact and 
thriving. 

Weed of the Week 

Aaron’s rod, Californian thistle, boxthorn, hawthorn and English ivy displayed at Oatlands 
front office this month. 

The process to declare a weed in Tasmania. 

Following on from a request from a Councillor at the January 2025 Council meeting, the 
process to declare a new plant species as a weed was investigated. Karen Stewart from the 
Invasive Species Branch of Biosecurity Tasmania was phoned on 3rd February and as I 
suspected, there is currently no formal outline of a process to declare a weed in Tasmania 
yet. This is mainly due to the new Biosecurity Act 2019 (which has taken over from the 
former Weed Management Act 1999) not having its regulations finalised until 2022.  

The first weed to go through the new Biosecurity Regulations 2022 is Foxglove, and to get 
the ball rolling on this weed, 3 documents were prepared prior to the public (and all the 
Councils in the State) having an opportunity to comment earlier last year.  

These were:  

1) Statement of Intent – Foxglove Declaration 

2) Digitalis – Biosecurity Program 

3) Digitalis species Weed Risk Assessment. 

Foxglove declaration is a little different from previously declared weeds in that (if approved 
by the Minister in due course) its declaration is targeted. This means you can still have 
foxgloves in your garden (if you are not in a “designated” area) but “designated areas” and 
“buffer zones” will be no-go areas for this plant. Interestingly, the process is not quite 
completed for Foxgloves, and my first email on this weed was back on 21st February 2024. 

However, despite this, Karen said that the Invasive Species Branch is happy to receive 
nominations for weeds to be declared. If Council would like to put forward a nomination for 
Yarrow (Achillea milleflolium) – or any other weed - to be declared, a nomination could be 
prepared for submission. As you may expect, there are a number of other weeds waiting for 
assessment at Biosecurity Tasmania, and a shortage of personnel available to undertake 
this work.  The first step would be getting the nomination in the system.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM. 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

Nil. 
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15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 
Author: ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICER (RACHEL COLLIS) 

Date: 19 FEBRUARY 2025 

Enclosure(s): 
Animal Management Statement 2025 
 
ISSUE 
 
Consideration of the Animal Management/Compliance Officer’s report for February 2024 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 
1. To inform Council and the Community of infringements issued by Council Officers in 

relation to Animal Management for the period February; and 

2. Provide a brief summary of actions and duties undertaken by Council Officers in 
relation to animal management. 

 
This in turn informs the community of the requirements and expectations of the Council to 
uphold and enforce the relevant legislation. This reminds Council and the community of the 
importance of responsible ownership of animals. 
 
The infringements detailed in this report were all issued under the Dog Control Act 2000. 
 
Resource Sharing 
Southern Midlands Council currently provide Animal Management services to the Central 
Highlands Council through resource sharing arrangements. Jobs of note are itemised in the 
enclosed statement. 
 
INFRINGEMENT DETAILS: 
Failing to ensure dog is not at large – Oatlands area 
Failing to ensure dog is not at large – Campania area 
Dog attacking causing non serious injury – Campania area  
Dog not under effective control of a person on private premises – Oatlands area 
Dog attacking causing non serious injury – Colebrook area  
 
ATTACK DETAILS:  
Dog harassed/chased horse – Colebrook area  
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.6.1 

 

YTD ANIMAL MANAGEMENT STATEMENT 

 2025 
 

DOG 
IMPOUNDS 

RECLAIMED ADOPTED/DOGS 
HOME  

EUTHANISED OTHER 
IMPOUNDS 

 

3 
 

2 1   

 
 

JOBS ATTENDED 
February 2025 

 

DOGS AT 
LARGE 

DOG ATTACKS DOG BARKING DOG GENERAL 

4 1 2 7 

NEW KENNEL 
LICENCES  

WELFARE STOCK Central Highlands  

1 pending    5 0 

 
 
REGISTERED DOGS: 1738 
KENNEL LICENCES: 67 
INFRINGEMENTS ISSUED:  5 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Animal Management report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell. 
 
THAT the Animal Management Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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15.6.2 Oatlands Off-Lead Dog Park 
 
Author: DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 
 

Date: 19 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Attachment(s): 
Slide Presentation 

 
ISSUE 

The consideration of further locations for an Off-Lead Dog Park in Oatlands. 

 
BACKGROUND 

This matter has been the subject of considerable research by Council Officers as well as 
consultation with the group of dog owners in Oatlands who are keen to see an Off-Lead Dog 
Park established in Oatlands.   

 

DETAIL 

The Deputy General Manager presented the attached set of slides to the February Council 
Workshop, which highlighted Council’s policy positions from the Strategic Plan, the Oatlands 
Structure Plan and the Southern Midlands Community Infrastructure Plan in respect of 
various locations identified by the community in progressing the establishment of the Off-
Lead Dog Park in Oatlands.    The presentation went through the locations that had been 
investigated, along with the reasons that they were deemed unacceptable, by Council, Parks 
and/or the Community Group.   Two further options were identified for exploration.   

The Lake Dulverton Callington Park Committee met the afternoon of the Council Workshop 
to further consider locations for an Off-Lead Dog Park and they arrived at another option 
that of Ross Street road reserve.  That option has been added to the original slides. 

The Deputy General Manager arranged to meet with members of the dog owners group and 
work through the issues in order to find an acceptable resolution.  That meeting happened 
on Tuesday 18th February 2025.  The three locations were consider in depth and the Ross 
Street location was deemed as acceptable by the group. 

The Ross Street road reserve is Crown Land and the Deputy General Manager has emailed 
Crown Land Services to explore if there would be any restrictions.  At the time of the writing 
of this report, there has been no response.  An update will be provided to the Council 
meeting. 
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Human Resources & Financial Implications –  

A funding commitment was provided in the 2025/26 Budget through the Local Road and 
Community Infrastructure (LRCI), however the time limit on the use of that funding source 
was curtailed by the Australian Government and the $35,000 had to be reallocated. 

 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Extensive community 
consultation has been undertaken. 
 
Policy Implications – Nil 
 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – to be determined as soon as possible. 

 

For Discussion 

Following advice from Crown Land Services. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell. 
 
THAT the Deputy General Manager provide a further Report to the March 2025 Council 
meeting in respect of the options for a possible Off-Lead Dog Park in Oatlands. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 
 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 
16.2 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 
 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

16.2.1 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
Author: OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE COORDINATOR (ADAM BRIGGS)  

Date:  4 FEBRUARY 2025 

ISSUE 
 
Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinator’s Report for the month of January 2025. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 

1. To report on the financial performance of the Centre compared to budget for the 
relevant month ending; and 

2. To provide details regarding usage of the facility. 
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Financial Reporting: 
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Group Bookings & Programs – January (9/1/25 - 4/2/25): 
 

Event / Booking School / Group Participation Numbers 
Physio Rehab Sessions Annabel Butler – Physiotherapist 17 individual bookings 

Centre Visits Parkside Support Group 2 individual bookings 
20 participants (total) 

Lane Hire Uniting School Care Program 45 participants 

Centre Visits Campbell Town – Thrive Group Program 13 participants 

Centre Visits Fitness Passport Program  43 participants 

Lane Hire PCYC Bridgewater 3 individual bookings 
140 participants (total) 

Centre Visits Home Care – Ouse Community Group 7 participants 

Lane Hire  Clarence City Council – Youth Services 20 participants 

 
USAGE FOR THE PERIOD 9/1/2025 – 4/2/2025 
PAID UPFRONT 

 

 

DIRECT DEBITS – Current Numbers 

Type Units 

DD Pool/Gym 14 

DD Gym 8 

DD 6 Months Pool – 17 years + 0 

DD 6 Months Pool – Child/Concession 21 

DD 6 Months Centre – Family 1 
 

 
 

Type Units 

Gym  
 

PAYG – Gym (17 years)  40 

PAYG – Gym (Concession) 9 

Gym/Pool Combo  

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (17 years) 2 

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (Concession) 20 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (17 years)  4 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (Concession) 1 

Learn to Swim (Total Numbers)  

Term 1, 2025 Program Enrolments (Currently) 121 

Pool  

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (17 +) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Concession) 2 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Family) 0 

PAYG – Pool (4 years and under) 306 

PAYG – Pool (5-16) 659 

PAYG – Pool (17) 448 

PAYG – Pool (Concession) 317 

PAYG – (Family) 93 
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Grant Applications & General Information 
 

See below an update on new programs and projects implemented during January: 
 

 Ticket to Wellbeing Program for 2025: 

This program is now LIVE and the Community can now access the vouchers through 

“Ticket to Wellbeing” website. We have already processed 4 vouchers in the first 

month with staff assisting several other patrons with the applying process.   

 

 Corumbene “Health & Wellbeing Program” for 2025: 

Corumbene sessions kicked off on Wednesday 5th February with both the GYM 

exercise and pool session both currently being booked out at this stage. 

 

 BBQ Court Yard Area: 
The new BBQ addition to the court yard area has now been completed with several 

of the group bookings during January using the space. The feedback on the Centre’s 

social media page has also been extremely positive with patrons very appreciative of 

the forward thinking and the now usable space outside. 

 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Not applicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM. 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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16.3 Access 
 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Nil. 
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16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 

16.4.1 Tunnack Victoria Hall – Future Ownership 
 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD)  
 
Date: 14 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Enclosure(s) 
Tunnack Hall and Progress Association – Letter dated 18th January 2025 
 
ISSUE 

Council to consider taking on the ownership of the Tunnack Victoria Hall. 

BACKGROUND 

The Tunnack Victoria Hall is located at 2147 Tunnack Road, Tunnack. 

It consists of two Titles with a total area of 3,369 m2. 

The current Government Valuations are Capital Value: $235,000, with a Land Value: 
$82,500 

 
Two Titles - refer copies attached: 

1. CT 231763 / 1  

 

Owners: 10 listed owners 

2. CT 61967 / 1 

 

Owners: 13 listed owners (none of which are included in the lit of owners for the first Title). 

Property is treated as ‘Rates Exempt’ and as such no rates and charges are levied. 

DETAIL 
 
Following preliminary discussion of this matter at the Council Workshop held 11th February 

2025, the following issues were considered: 

- The Complexity (and cost) of any formal transfer of ownership 

- Financial implications - recognition and accounting for depreciation of the asset 

- Insurance liability 

- Stamp Duty payable on valuation of property (estimate - $7,500 but likely to be higher 

following valuation) 

- Any proposal to take on ownership of Community Halls was not raised (or considered) 

as part of the process of preparing the ‘Southern Midlands Community Infrastructure 

Plan’ 

- In the absence of any criteria to make a sound decision, there is potential to create a 

precedent with the Parattah and Tunbridge Community owned Halls being examples 

where there are similar circumstances 



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 25th February 2025 

Page 54 of 113 

- Future management and operation of the facility (in the absence of a Management 

Committee) at any stage in the future 

- Ongoing maintenance responsibilities (offset by any fundraising activities by 

Management Committee) 

 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – refer comment above. 
 
Whilst it is possible to place an estimate on the cost of ownership and ongoing maintenance 
of the facility, the substantial unknown is the cost of actually securing transfer of the Title(s). 
This would require a significant investment in research of the listed Owners and identifying 
whatever steps may be required to achieve marketable Titles 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – to be considered. 
 
Policy Implications – To some extent this is a policy issue. Any decision to take ownership 
without having determined any clear criteria has the potential to create a precedent for other 
similar facilities within the Council rea. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

a) The information be received and noted;  
b) Council acknowledge and record its appreciation of the Tunnack Hall and 

Progress Association and its commitment to manage this community asset 
(and likewise to all community owned Halls);  

c) Council determine that the request to transfer ownership of the Tunnack 
Victoria Hall be declined. The primary reasons being: 
 

 The anticipated up-front cost of securing ownership; 

 The ongoing financial implications from an asset management perspective 
(including future maintenance and upkeep etc.); and  

 General recognition of the issues listed above. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell. 
 
THAT: 
 
a) The information be received and noted;  
b) Council acknowledge and record its appreciation of the Tunnack Hall and 

Progress Association and its commitment to manage this community asset (and 
likewise to all community owned Halls);  

c) Council determine that the request to transfer ownership of the Tunnack Victoria 
Hall be declined. The primary reasons being: 

 

 The anticipated up-front cost of securing ownership; 

 The ongoing financial implications from an asset management perspective 
(including future maintenance and upkeep etc.); and  

 General recognition of the issues listed above. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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Enclosure 
Agenda Item 16.4.1 
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16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 
Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
 
 
16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 
sustainability. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
Nil. 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 
17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 

17.1.1 Policy Development - Body Worn Camera (BWC)  
 

Author: EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (JEMMA THOMAS) 

Date: 12 FEBRUARY 2025 
 

Enclosure(s): 
Body Worn Camera Policy 
 

ISSUE 

Council are required to review and update its various policies from time to time. The Body 
Worn Camera Policy has been reviewed, no amendments made, and now requires 
consideration and adoption by Council. 
 

DETAIL 
With this policy having been available for consideration by Council at the December 2024 
Council Meeting, the proposed draft version of the Body Worn Camera Policy is enclosed 
with no recommendations for change. 
 

Human Resources and Financial Implications 
 

The assessment and application of the Policy will require both officer time and other 
operational resources. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council formally adopt the Body Worn Camera Policy. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council formally adopt the Body Worn Camera Policy. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.1 
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17.1.2 Policy Development – Private Works 
 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 17 FEBRUARY 2025 

 

Enclosure(s): 
Private Works Policy 
 
ISSUE 

Final adoption of the Private Works Policy. 
 
DETAIL 
 
This policy has been available for consideration by Council since the December 2024 
Council Meeting. The draft Private Works Policy is enclosed with two changes made 
following the December 2024 Meeting, as highlighted in the document. 
 
Human Resources and Financial Implications 
 
The assessment and application of the Policy will require officer time. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council formally adopt the Private Works Policy. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council formally adopt the Private Works Policy. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.2 
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17.1.3 Policy Development – Rates and Charges Policy  
 

Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 17 FEBRUARY 2025 

 

Enclosure(s): 
Rates and Charges Policy 
 
ISSUE 

Council are required to review and update its various policies from time to time. The Rates 
and charges Policy has been reviewed, no amendments made, and now requires 
consideration and adoption by Council. 
 
DETAIL 
With this policy having been available for consideration by Council at the January 2025 
Council Meeting, the proposed draft version of the Rates and Charges Policy is enclosed 
with no recommendations for change. 
 
Human Resources and Financial Implications 
 
The assessment and application of the Policy will require officer time. 
 
Policy Implications 
 
N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council formally adopt the Rates and Charges Policy. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT Council formally adopt the Rates and Charges Policy. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.3 
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17.1.4 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Future Structure 
 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 18 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Regional Development Australia (RDA) Tasmania – Proposal – RDA Tasmania Secretariat 
Function for Southern Tasmanian Councils Network 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider it support for the formation and funding of a Southern Tasmanian Council 
Network (STCN). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

For some time now the Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority (STCA) has struggled to be 

effective in representing all 12 southern councils and facilitate regional collaboration. This is 

due to a range of factors, including the cost of running a standalone organisation and 

meeting the requirements of a legislated authority with the corresponding administrative 

overhead.  

As a result, the STCA has recently experienced the withdrawal of five (5) of the southern 

councils and accordingly is representing less than half of the southern population. Clearly 

change is needed. 

DETAIL 

At its meeting on 16 December 2024, the STCA unanimously supported a motion proposing 

the formation and funding of a Southern Tasmanian Council Network (STCN) which is to be 

hosted by RDA Tasmania for an initial 2-year period as a replacement of the STCA.   

The specifics of the agreement are now being developed and a Terms of Reference drafted 

to define the purpose and structure. 

For the STCN to be successful, it must be supported and funded by all 12 southern councils.   

The focus of the network is proposed to be: 

 Facilitate Collaboration: Provide a structured platform for councils to exchange 

knowledge, align priorities, and foster partnerships 

 Leverage Data and Insights: Enable evidence-based decision-making by sharing 

regional data, analytics, and trends 

 Drive Strategic Projects: Support collaborative projects that address regional 

challenges and opportunities 

 Enhance Governance: Provide administrative, financial and logistical support 

 Regional Communication: Provide a point of contact for stakeholders to engage at 

a southern scale. 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – The proposed budget for the Secretariat 

function as outlined in the RDA Tasmania proposal is $75,500. It is proposed that this cost 

be shared across the southern councils on a population basis but within broad payment 

categories.  
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LGA Estimated Population 

30 June 2023 

Proposed Annual Fee 

Brighton 19,998 $6,500 

Central Highlands 2,595 $3,000 

Clarence 63,663 $9,500 

Derwent Valley  11,341 $4,000 

Glamorgan-Spring Bay 5,237 $4,000 

Glenorchy  50,808 $9,500 

Hobart  55,964 $9,500 

Huon Valley  19,454 $6,500 

Kingborough  41,179 $9,500 

Sorell  17,635 $6,500 

Southern Midlands  6,912 $4,000 

Tasman  2,686 $3,000 

Total 297,472 $75,500.00 

 
Council budgeted an amount of $2,666 in 2024/25 as its annual contribution, however this 
was just a base line amount that enabled the Southern Tasmanian Council Authority 
structure to be maintained.  
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Following agreement on the formation and 
funding of the network, the intent is to then draft (and agree) on the Terms of Reference and 
a name.  
 
A Memorandum of Understanding (or Service Agreement) will then be developed with RDA 
Tasmania. The aim is to wind-up the Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority and finalise 
the transition arrangements by 30 June 2024 or prior. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council confirm its support for the formation and funding of a Southern 
Tasmanian Council Network (STCN). 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council confirm its support for the formation and funding of a Southern 
Tasmanian Council Network (STCN). 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 
  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 25th February 2025 

Page 84 of 113 

ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.4 
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17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 
 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 

17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Attended a meeting with the Minister for Infrastructure (Kerry 
Vincent MHA) on14th February 2025. A number of issues were raised and it is extremely 
pleasing that it is apparent that the Minister is prepared to address the issues raised. It was 
a very beneficial meeting. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – made comment in relation to the recent visit by four Japanese 
academics. The visitors, Professor Emeritus Masakazu Tani, PhD, Kyushu University; 
Associate Professor, Doctor of Design, Ryo Abe PhD, Tokyo University of the Arts; Shingei, 
Research Assistant and Tara Watzl, an Architectural student at UTAS, participated in a full 
itinerary and from all observations the outcomes were really meaningful for their research. 
They had targeted Richmond, Evandale and Oatlands as their research locations. 

 
Clr D Blackwell – Recently attended the Bagdad / Mangalore Structure Plan workshops. 
Congratulations to Damien Mackey and Grant Finn (Manager Development & 
Environmental Services). The workshops were well received and attended by locals. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Congratulated Kempton Festival organisers. An extremely well run, vibrant 
event which raised money for community projects. 
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (Period ending 31 January 2025) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 7 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 31st January 2025. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Operating Expenditure Report includes a Year to Date (YTD) Budget Column, with 
variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets. 
 
Note: Depreciation is calculated on an annual basis at the end of the financial year. The 
budget and expense for depreciation are included in the June period. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2024 to 31 Jan 2025. 

 Operating Expenditure Report – 1 July 2024 to 31 Jan 2025. 

 Capital Expenditure Report – 1 July 2024 to 31 Jan 2025. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2024 to 31 Jan 2025. 

 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall operating expenditure to end of January was $5,767,844 which represents 91.1% of 
the Year to Date Budget.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Public Toilets - expenditure to date ($64,937 – 113.38%). Employee and 
contractor expenses are higher than anticipated due to an increase in vandalism and 
associated maintenance required.  
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil. 



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 25th February 2025 

Page 90 of 113 

Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Sub-Program – Regulatory (Animals) - expenditure to date ($80,119 – 117.25%). 
Additional expenditure relates to increased resources required to address non-compliance 
issues.  
 
 
Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Sub-Program – Capacity & Sustainability - expenditure to date ($40,545 – 110.83%). 
Increased expenditure is due to costs relating to the Heritage and Bullock Festival. 
 
Strategic Theme – Organisation 
 
Sub-Program – Sustainability - expenditure to date ($1,609,112 – 110.01%). The year to 
date variance is not related to over expenditure in any particular budget item within 
Sustainability, but due to the timing of payments. We will continue to monitor expenditure 
against this Sub-Program. 
 
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAM 
 
Capital expenditure projects are colour coded to signify the grant program and show the 
completion deadlines. A legend of the colour coding is as below: 
 
 
Legend – Source and completion deadlines for grant funded projects 
 

Roads to Recovery 
It is the Government’s intention that the full allocation is budgeted 
and spent in the year allocated 

Local Road and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI)  

Phase 4 – 30 June 2025 (use or lose) 

Other Specific Purpose Grants Completion date as per grant deed or approved extension date 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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17.3.2 Murray Jones and Sons Pty Ltd – Proposed Subdivision (Station Street, 
Kempton) – Request for Remission of Development Application Fee 

 

Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 18 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Enclosure(s) 
Murray Jones and Sons Pty Ltd – Letter received 27th January 2025 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider a request for a remission of the Development Application fee relating to 
a proposed subdivision of land at Kempton (off end of Station Street, Kempton) for the 
reasons mentioned in the enclosed letter. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
Nil. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Murray Jones and Sons Pty Ltd has submitted a Development Application to subdivide a 
portion of land which is described as that area of land on the western side of the Midland 
Highway which currently forms part of the larger farming property known as ‘The Grange’. 
The Grange property extends across to the eastern side of the Highway. 
 
In submitting the application, two fees are payable - an Assessment Fee of $900 and an 
Advertising Fee of $500. 
 
It is confirmed that the advertising fee has been paid and the applicant is awaiting a Council 
decision in relation to waiving of the application fee. 
 
Council will note from the correspondence the applicant is seeking a remission to recognise 
that an area of land (approximately 100 m2) was donated to Council in 2022. Securing this 
section of land was necessary to proceed with a subdivision to create a separate Title for 
the ‘Blue Place’ property – 88 Main Street, Kempton. 
 
A formal valuation of the 100m2 was not obtained but the $1,000 mentioned would certainly 
be an approximate value at that time. 
 
Section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993 states: 
 
“77.   Grants and benefits 
(1)  A council may make a grant or provide a pecuniary benefit or a non-pecuniary benefit 
that is not a legal entitlement to any person, other than a councillor, for any purpose it 
considers appropriate. 
 
(1A)  A benefit provided under subsection (1) may include – 
(a) in-kind assistance; and 
(b) fully or partially reduced fees, rates or charges; and 
(c) remission of rates or charges under Part 9 . 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3Elocal+government+act%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E19%2F02%2F2025%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS77@Gs1@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20250219000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3Elocal+government+act%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D%27dq-highlight%27%3E19%2F02%2F2025%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#HP9@EN


Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 25th February 2025 

Page 102 of 113 

(2)  The details of any grant made or benefit provided are to be included in the annual report 
of the council. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – the value of the remission being sought is 
$900.00. This is an internal charge to offset the costs associated with assessment of the 
application. 
 
Alternative Option: 
 
As an alternative, should the subdivision be approved, a condition of approval will include a 
requirement for the applicant to make a Public Open Space contribution equivalent to 5% of 
the unimproved value of the land. The likely POS contribution would certainly exceed $900.  
 
It follows that Council could reject the request for remission but be prepared to reduce the 
assessed amount of POS payable by $900.00. This option is one way to ensure that the 
development proceeds (if approved). 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A 
 
Policy Implications – Nil. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Option 1 
 
THAT, in accordance with section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council grant 
a remission of the $900 Development Application Fee relating to the subdivision 
proposal submitted by Murray Jones and Sons Pty Ltd. 
 
OR 
 
Option 2 
 

THAT Council decline the request for a remission of the Development Application Fee 
and acknowledge (and approve) that the calculated amount payable for Public Open 
Space will be reduced by $900 should the subdivision be approved and proceed. 
 

OR 
 
Option 3 
 
THAT Council decline the request for a remission of the Development Application 
Fee. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT in accordance with section 77 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council grant 
a remission of the $900 Development Application Fee relating to the subdivision 
proposal submitted by Murray Jones and Sons Pty Ltd. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.2 
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 

18.1 Signing & Sealing Grant Deed – Department of State Growth, Active 
Tasmania  
Upgrades to the Campania Recreation Ground plus a new Scoreboard 
 

Author: DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 19 FEBRUARY 2025 

Attachment(s) 
Grant Deed – DSG Active Tasmania 
 

ISSUE 

Signing and Sealing a Grant Deed.  This project is being funded through the Department of 
State Growth – Active Tasmania. 

BACKGROUND 

The upgrading of Campania Recreation Ground was identified in the Southern Midlands 
Community Infrastructure Plan 2024 and this project is part of that suite of infrastructure 
upgrades.   

DETAIL 

The Approved Purpose of this Grant with the State Government is to provide support to 
Council in the upgrading of the Campania Recreation Ground, which includes a new 
electronic scoreboard, retaining wall/seating as well as all-weather DDA compliant access / 
car parking The Grant Deed provides $253,000 ex GST, with the completion date no later 
than the June 2026.   

This Grant Deed was required to be signed and returned before the scheduled Council 
meeting. 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – The value of the Grant is $253,000 with no 
Council contribution.  The projects fit within the objectives of the Southern Midlands 
Community Infrastructure Plan 2024. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Extensive community 
consultation was undertaken in respect of the Campania Recreation Ground as part of the 
Community Infrastructure Plan development. 

Policy Implications – Nil 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – to be completed no later than June 2026. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council endorse the Signing and Sealing the Grant Deed for the funding 
agreement between the Tasmanian Government through the Department of State 
Growth / Active Tasmania and the Southern Midlands Council for the amount of 
$253,000.00 for the upgrading of the Campania Recreation Ground. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council endorse the Signing and Sealing the Grant Deed for the funding 
agreement between the Tasmanian Government through the Department of State 
Growth / Active Tasmania and the Southern Midlands Council for the amount of 
$253,000.00 for the upgrading of the Campania Recreation Ground. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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18.2 Signing & Sealing Grant Deed – Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Installation of a Unisex Accessible Toilet in Callington Park Oatlands  

 

Author: DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 
 
Date: 19 FEBRUARY 2025 
 
Attachment(s) 
Grant Deed – Department of Premier and Cabinet 
 

ISSUE 
Signing and Sealing a Grant Deed.  This project is being funded through the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The upgrading of Callington Park with an accessible unisex toilet was identified in the 
Southern Midlands Community Infrastructure Plan 2024.   
 
DETAIL 
The Approved Purpose of this Grant with the State Government is to provide support to 
Council in the the establishment of an accessible unisex toilet facility at Callington Park. The 
Grant Deed provides $45,000 ex GST, with the completion date as soon as possible.   
This Grant Deed was required to be signed and returned before the scheduled Council 
meeting. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – The value of the Grant is $45,000.  The 
projects fits within the objectives of the Southern Midlands Community Infrastructure Plan 
2024. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Extensive community 
consultation was undertaken in respect of the Callington Park as part of the Community 
Infrastructure Plan development. 
 
Policy Implications – Nil 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – to be completed in the first quarter of 2025. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council endorse the Signing and Sealing the Grant Deed for the funding 
agreement between the Tasmanian Government through the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet and the Southern Midlands Council for the amount of $45,000.00 for the 
upgrading of the Callington Park with an accessible unisex toilet. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council endorse the Signing and Sealing the Grant Deed for the funding 
agreement between the Tasmanian Government through the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet and the Southern Midlands Council for the amount of $45,000.00 for the 
upgrading of the Callington Park with an accessible unisex toilet. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA  
 
Nil. 

  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 25th February 2025 

Page 110 of 113 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015 Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation  15(2)(g) 

Applications for Leave of Absence  15(2)(h) 

Audit Panel Minutes  15(2)(b) 

Staff Matter  15(2)(a) 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION(MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(g) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(h) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
20.3 Audit Panel Minutes 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.3.1 Audit Panel Receipt of Minutes 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 

20.3.2 Audit Panel Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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20.4 Staff Matter 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(a) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   
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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

21. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting closed at 12.32 p.m. 


