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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 23RD JULY 2025 AT THE OATLANDS MUNICIPAL 
OFFICES, 71 HIGH STREET, OATLANDS, COMMENCING AT 10.00 A.M. 

 
In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2025, Mayor Batt advised all attendees that: 

a) this meeting is being recorded;  

b) all persons attending the meeting are to be respectful of, and considerate towards, other 

persons attending the meeting; and 

c) language and conduct at the meeting that could be perceived as offensive, defamatory 

or threatening to a person attending the meeting, or listening to the recording, is not 

acceptable. 

 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Karen Woolford recited prayers. 
 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Mayor E Batt recited Acknowledgement of Country. 
 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor E Batt, Clr A E Bisdee OAM, Clr D Blackwell, Clr B Campbell, Clr D Fish and Clr F 
Miller. 
 

Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager), Mr G Finn (Manager Development and Environmental 
Services), Mr D Richardson (Manager Infrastructure and Works), Ms W Young (Manager, 
Community and Corporate Development), Mrs A Burbury (Finance Officer) and Mrs J 
Crosswell (Executive Assistant). 
 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon. 
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5. MINUTES 
 
 
5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on 25th June 
2025, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 25th June 2025 
be confirmed. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 25th June 2025 
be confirmed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 

The Minutes of the following Special Committee of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall General Committee Meeting Minutes – 30th 

June 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committee of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committee of Council be received. 
 
CARRIED 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 

5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committee of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall General Committee Meeting Minutes – 30th 

June 2025 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committee of Council be endorsed. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committee of Council be endorsed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
Nil. 
 

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 
Nil. 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
One workshop has been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 
 
A workshop was held on the 14th July 2025 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands commencing 
at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clrs A E Bisdee OAM, D 

Blackwell, B Campbell, D Fish and F Miller.. 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, G Finn, L Brown, M Weeding and J Crosswell.  

 

Apologies:  Nil. 

 

The Workshop focussed on the following items for consideration and discussion: 

1. Tas Petroleum   

Tas Petroleum representatives attended the workshop to provide a briefing/update in 
relation to the ‘Fuel Stop’ being proposed at the junction of Midland Highway and Interlaken 
Road, Oatlands.  
 
This development will require a planning scheme amendment (Site Specific Qualification) 
that will provide for vehicle fuel sales ONLY as a Discretionary Activity.  In tandem with the 
Scheme amendment, the proponents are intending to lodge a DA for the proposed 
development. 
 

2. Telstra 

Telstra representatives attended the workshop to provide an update relating to activities and 
projects within the southern midlands area. 
 
Copy of the progress report and working document (July 2025) linked to the Southern 
Midlands Council – Digital Connectivity Plan was reviewed and discussed. The following 
topics were also touched upon: 
 

1. Broadmarsh / Elderslie – current service issues following Pelham project 

2. AI Adoption and thought leadership and Copilot demonstration 

3. Infrastructure update and plan  

4. Satellite to Text 

Councillors B Campbell and F Miller left the workshop (at 11.00 a.m.) 
 

3. Bagdad Mangalore Structure Planning Project 

Council briefing prior to commencing the community consultation process on 14th July 2025. 
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4. Other Matters: 

4.1 Councillors – Completion of Training Modules 
 
Deferred as access to the Training modules was not available due to the transition to the 
new training system. 
 
The workshop concluded at approximately 11.50 a.m. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1) A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)  An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
 
 
Nil.  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 23rd July 2025 

Page 10 of 117 

 
 

7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1) A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2) In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary 
to explain the question. 
 
(3) The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without 
notice or its answer. 
 
(4) The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without 
notice at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5) The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it 
does not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6) Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to 
be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7) The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without 
notice in writing. 

 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
 

Clr A E Bisdee OAM – Council Chambers, Kempton – have works commenced? 
Deputy General Manager advised that on-site works have not commenced but there is 
ongoing consultancy/design work happening which is necessary due to changes in Building 
Standards since the building was first constructed. 
 
Clr A E Bisdee OAM – Kempton Township – any further actions relating to identifying 
options available to try and retain the historic amenity of Kempton (e.g. fencing provisions; 
streetscape works). 
Manager Development & Environmental Services confirmed that further consideration has 
been given to the issues however no proposals have been finalised. 
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Clr F Miller – Greater South East Irrigation Scheme – any further developments or 
information available? Can Council reach out to the newly elected State Government 
politicians lobbying for additional financial assistance to ensure that the pipeline extends 
through to the Craigbourne Dam? 
 
Clr F Miller – Bus Shelter, Reeve Street, Campania – acknowledged that the Bus Shelter 
has been installed and thanked the Manager Infrastructure & Works. 
 
Clr B Campbell – LGAT Annual Conference – when is the Annual Conference scheduled? 
General Manager indicated that it is planned for October/November but would need to take 
the question on notice. To be advised. 
 
Clr B Campbell – Elected Members Honour Board – suggested the idea of an Honour 
Board to record service by elected members? 
It was apparent that there was not majority support for the proposal. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Walkway (Kempton to Mood Food) – progress? 
General Manager advised that Council is still waiting finalisation of the access easements. 
To be followed up with Abetz Curtis. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Melton Mowbray Park – progress in relation to transfer of Title? 
To be followed up with Abetz Curtis. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Erskine Street, Kempton (Cemetery Property) – any progress with the 
planned development and disposal of the property? 
General Manager to follow-up with the Manager Heritage Projects. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
Nil. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
Nil. 
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public question 
time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days 

before an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the 
meeting. 

 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask 

questions relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if 

required, at least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions 
by members of the public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer 

to that question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give 
reasons for doing so. 

 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice had 
been received from members of the Public.  
 
Mayor E Batt invited questions from members of the public in attendance. 
 
Julia Jabour – Southern Midlands Regional News 
Tas Petroleum – Development at Junction of Midlands Highway and Interlaken Road 
Is any information available prior to lodgement of the Development Application? Will Council 
consider the economic impact on the Oatlands township? 
 
Manager Development & Environmental Services provided an overview of the project. It was 
confirmed that the proposal requires both an amendment to the Planning Scheme and 
Development Approval. 
It was confirmed that the economic issues, to some extent, will be addressed in the 
Development Application documentation. In addition, Council will factor in these 
considerations to the extent possible when acting as a Planning Authority. 
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10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 

Nil. 
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Nil.  
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 
Nil. 
 
12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
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12.4 Planning (Other) 
 

12.4.1 Section 90 Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1993 - Transfer of land from AL Fehlberg P/L to JL Potter & BR Crofts 

 
Author: MANAGER – DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 (GRANT FINN) 
Date: 8 JULY 2025 
 
Attachment(s): 
Section 90 – Council approval of transfer 
 
Applicant: 
Jennifer Lee Potter & Bevan Ronald Crofts of 265 Ballyhooly Road, Mangalore. 
 
Land Owner: 
A.L Fehlberg P/L 
 
Land: 
Land described as Lot 1 on the Balance Plan, folio reference 125173/1 compiled by JB 
Medbury.  Lot 1 with an area of 5734m² is a section of land to be adhered to CT125170/1.  
 

Appendices: 
Section 90 Certificate compiled by Luke Stanford (Dobson Mitchell Allport)  
 
Proposal: 
JL Potter & BR Crofts owns the property contained in CT148583/1 known as 265 Ballyhooly 
Road, Mangalore.  
 
There is a small triangle of land, Lot 1 marked ‘KST’ on plan 148583 which does not form 
part of their freehold title.  A copy of that plan is attached. 
 
The Land Titles Office considers the area forms part of the property in CT125170/1 owned 
by A.L. Fehlberg Pty. Ltd.  A copy of the title and plan for that property is attached.  
 
The reason for this issue is the description of land for 125170/1 relevantly states: Being the 
land firstly described in Indenture of Conveyance 43/6986 then goes on to list the 
exceptions. The subject land is included in the land firstly described in Indenture of 
Conveyance 43/6986 and is not an exception. 
 
A.L. Fehlberg Pty. Ltd. was not aware that it owned the KST area in question and has agreed 
to transfer the area (Lot 1) to JL Potter & BR Crofts.   
The transaction will address a tiny piece of landlocked land that seems to have been left 
behind, perhaps because of legal or surveying issues many decades ago. 
 
The s90 Certificate provides an avenue for the applicant to avoid the cost and time of a 
subdivision.  
 
Should Council agree to accept a transfer of the land under s 90 of the Local Government 
(Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993, that section essentially allows Council to 
permit the Land Titles Office to register a transfer without a survey plan.  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 23rd July 2025 

Page 19 of 117 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Pursuant to Section 90 of the Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1993 Council does not require the lodgement of this Balance Plan 
125170/1 (“Appendix A”) to authorize the dealing to be registered under the Lands 
Titles Act 1980. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
Pursuant to Section 90 of the Local Government (Building and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1993 Council does not require the lodgement of this Balance Plan 
125170/1 (“Appendix A”) to authorize the dealing to be registered under the Lands 
Titles Act 1980. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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12.4.2 Update on the Draft Amendment 02/2024 of the State Planning Provisions 
(SPPs) – Container Refund Facilities. 

 
Author: PLANNING OFFICER (BERNADETTE CONDE) 
 
Authorised by: MANAGER DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 (GRANT FINN) 
 
Date: 18 JULY 2025 
 
Attachment(s): 
Email from State Planning Office to Mayor Edwin Batt 
SPP Amendment 02-2024 Explanatory-document-October 2024 
 
Issue 
This report provides the Council with an update on Draft Amendment 02/2024 of the State 
Planning Provisions (SPPs), which aims to facilitate the establishment of Container Refund 
Facilities in more locations than are currently permitted. 
 
Summary 
The Container Refund Scheme Act 2022, also known as Recycle Rewards, is a statewide 
initiative aimed at reducing litter and promoting the recycling of beverage containers. The 
earlier SPP Amendment 01-2022 was made on January 24, 2024, and included various 
Container Refund Scheme (CRS) elements. It was then recognised that the Light Industrial, 
General Industrial, and Utilities Zones were ideal locations for depot-style container return 
points. For these zones, a planning approval pathway was established; however, some 
specific elements for the return points were not detailed. 
 
During the hearing process, the CRS network operator identified several automated depot-
style container return points located in the Commercial Zone due to their public accessibility, 
as well as in the Light Industrial Zone. Currently, a container refund facility is categorised in 
the ‘Recycling and waste disposal’ use class, which is a prohibited use in the Commercial 
zone and a discretionary use in the Light Industrial zone. 
 
To support the CRS rollout, which plans to create five or six drive-in refund facilities and a 
minimum of 40 CRS refund points statewide, the amendment aims to expand potential 
locations for these facilities beyond what is currently available. Amendment 02-2024 of the 
SPPs became effective on Wednesday, 16th of July, 2025. 
 

In the draft SPP Amendment 02/2024 - Explanatory document, significant amendments are 
outlined on pages 6-7: 

 
a) A definition for the term ‘container refund facility’, to describe a depot-style 

container return point, so as to clarify the operation of the draft SPP amendment, 
b) Clarify the use class “Recycling and Waste Disposal” examples by including 

container refund facility, 
c) A general provision to reduce any confusion between assessment of different 

CRS features, 
d) Modifications to the use tables in the Commercial Zone and Light Industrial Zone 
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to establish a “permitted” use classification for depot style container return 
points, including a consequential alteration to the qualification in the 
discretionary listing for the Recycling and Waste Disposal use class in the Light 
Industrial Zone, 

e) Modifications to C2.3.1 definition of ‘container refund space’ to avoid any 
potential confusion that may arise when considering development applications 
for container refund facilities. Essentially, the concept of ‘container refund 
space’ for the purposes of calculating the required number of car parks under 
the Parking and Sustainable Transport Code, would not be taken into account 
when calculating required car parks for a container refund facility, and 

f) Modifications to Table C2.1 to recognise the unique car parking requirements of 
depot style container return points in the Recycling and Waste Disposal Use as 
being distinct from other types of Recycling and Waste Disposal uses. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY] 
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
Nil. 
 

13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 

13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
13.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 
satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 

Nil. 
 

 
13.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 

Nil. 
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13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 

Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date:  16 JULY 2025 
 

Roads Program 

Maintenance grading works will continue throughout the municipality. 

Pot holes in both sealed and unsealed roads are being addressed as resources allow. 

Culvert cleaning and drainage works are underway in various areas and will continue as 
weather permits. 

 

Current Capital Works 

Melton Mowbray Park development works continue. (Currently waiting on Heritage Tas to 
approve the trough replacement) 

Campania footpath and new bus shelter works are completed.  

Construction of a new toilet block is underway at Chauncey Vale Reserve. 

New kerb and footpath is completed in the vicinity of the Tunnack Club. 

The Installation of an electronic scoreboard at Campania Oval is progressing. 

 

New footpath at Tunnack 

 

Parks and Reserves 

Maintenance of recreation grounds, parks and playgrounds ongoing as required. 

Fertiliser is being applied to various sports grounds. 

 

Bridge Works 

Minor works on some bridges are currently being completed. 
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Building Services Unit 

Maintenance works have been carried out on various council buildings and will continue. 

Melton Mowbray Park development works continue including recognition plaque JH Bisdee. 

Construction of a toilet amenities block at Chauncey Vale Reserve. 

Ceiling repair works to Roche Hall. 

Painting exterior of Campania Hall. 
 

Planned Works 

 Drainage and pavement repairs various roads; 

 Undertake various bridge maintenance repairs; 

 Commence construction works for Kempton-Mood Food Pathway(when land access 
agreement is finalised); 

 Continue Tunbridge kerb replacement works Main Road Tunbridge; 

 Edge break repairs on various roads; 

 Building maintenance works will continue; 

 Continue works at Melton Mowbray open space area. 

Tas Water has advised council they intend to upgrade a water main at Estate Road 
Campania in the near future. 

 

For Information 

Craig Whatley, Councils assistant Manager Infrastructure & Works has commenced long 
term leave in the lead up to his retirement. Craig has been an employee of council for 36 
years and has contributed significantly to the development and management of the works 
and infrastructure department throughout his career. I would like to acknowledge Craig’s 
dedication to council and the community and wish him all the best for the future. A farewell 
is to be arranged prior to his actual retirement date. 

 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 

 

Clr F Miller – Vandalism, Campania – has Council considered the option of installing 

security cameras? 

Manager Infrastructure and Works commented in relation to the installation of cameras and 

the associated issues. 

 

Mayor E Batt – Lovely Banks Road – made reference to a section of Road where are there 

safety issues (west of ‘Charlton Park’). 

Manager Infrastructure and Works to inspect and assess options such as road widening 

realignment and/or guard rail. 

 

Clr B Campbell – Inglewood Road - acknowledged that safety signage has been erected. 
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Clr B Campbell – Rhyndaston Road, Colebrook – questioned when the construction works 
would commence? 
Manager Infrastructure & Works advised that the works will be probably be scheduled for 
November / December 2025 following the tender process. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 13.10.1 
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 
/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 
access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 

15.1.1  Heritage Project Program Report 
 
Author: HERITAGE PROJECTS OFFICER (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 18 JULY 2025  

 
ISSUE 
 
Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 

During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 

 Ongoing collaboration with the Royal Society of Tasmania for the upcoming exhibition 
to be held during Heritage and Bullock Festival. The opening event will be held on 
Tuesday 5th August at the Oatlands Supreme Court House and Gaoler’s Residence 
(5pm).  

 Collaboration with Architects Institute of Australia for Open House Southern Midlands 
The opening event will be held on Saturday August 9th at the Oatlands Supreme Court 
House (3pm). 

 Ongoing projects with volunteers Rubee Dano and Linda Clarke.  Rubee is working on 
a series of biographies of inmates at the Oatlands Gaol which are being published on 
the SMC website.  

 Ongoing management of AiRSpace and planning for Performing Artist in Residencies 
in Southern Midlands (PRISM). Planning for the refurbishment of Roche Hall is near 
complete for the PRISM program. July’s Artist in Residence was Lisa Carrett, a 
landscape artist.  Lisa has donated two artworks to Council’s collection (note that 
Michelle Webster will present an overview of the ever-growing collection arising from 
the AiRSpace initiative to a future Council workshop).  

 Upgrade of hanging and lighting systems at the Oatlands Supreme Court House and 
Gaoler’s Residence. 

 Deborah Baldwin has returned to Council for a 4-month contract as Heritage 
Collections, Exhibitions and Data Officer. Part of her role will be assisting in recruitment 
of a new incumbent for that position post her November departure. 

 Continuation of works to the Melton Mowbray Park.  Finalisation of title is imminent, 
and the registration of the trough on the Tasmanian Heritage Register will go to the 
Tasmanian Heritage Council’s August meeting (after which it will be returned to the 
park).  
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 Preliminary work on the Local Provisions Schedule of the Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme – Southern Midlands.  It has been recognised that the Heritage Precinct 
Provisions are problematic, particularly when aligned with the State Planning 
Provisions. This is a serious problem and requires a revision of the LPS.  Brad Williams 
is working on a draft revised LPS to address some of these issues, which will be 
presented to Council (as Planning Authority) in coming months for consideration of a 
planning scheme amendment. Councillors may recall a submission to the 5-year 
review of the SPP in 2022 highlighting the substantial flaws in the state provisions.  No 
action has been taken by the Tasmanian Government to fix these flaws. Whilst a review 
of the SPP is considered essential (Brad is working with officers from Hobart, 
Glenorchy and Launceston City Councils for a possible further submission), in the 
meantime Council has the ability to fix some issues via review of the provisions in the 
LPS.   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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5.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 
Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 15 JULY 2025 

 
DETAIL 
 

 Maria continues to liaise with Parks and Wildlife seeking a meeting with the Regional 
Manager Southern Tas (A Rushton) and the Acting Regional Operations Manager (B 
Campbell). Unfortunately these officers have been on leave for much of the last month, 
making so a meeting date has not been able to be scheduled. The purpose of the 
proposed meeting is to further discuss the notion of either upgrading / replacing/ 
deleting the 1980 Lake Dulverton Management Plan. The other issue to discuss is the 
current condition of the lake and options for management, to make sure both Parks 
and Council are working together.   

 As per last months report, Helen continues work in assisting David Richardson as and 
when time permits.  Currently Helen is continuing to work on Work Place Health and 
Safety documents.  This is quite time consuming work.  

 Maria, Mary and Helen spent time removing broome bushes from a section of the 
Dulverton Walkway in the area sometimes referred to as ‘Mannings bank’. The plants 
removed were at the top of the bank and on the boundary fence and were closely 
beside the native plants that have now established in this area. The broome was too 
close to spray due to potential spray drift, so needed to be cut and pasted. 

 Helen spent time preparing for the 14th July monthly Council workshop in relation to 
the Telstra item on the agenda. Helen was on leave and unable to attend the Council 
workshop.  Maria attended the Council workshop.  

 Maria and Helen placed the additional signage for the stop over camping area in 
relation to the shower block on the Esplanade, and the dump point location on 
Wellington Street.  

 Helen has taken some annual leave.  

 The Weeds Officer Mary proved the following report for Council to note:  
 
16th June – 14th July 2025. 

Enquiries/feedback 

A local man phoned about a very old building he visited in Hobart where there were plants 
growing out of the walls! He thought the plants might have been weeds but they turned out 
to be the fruiting bodies of fungus. A little bit too much moisture in the walls! 

A friend enquired about the best way to dispatch horehound. This can be a tricky weed to 
control, and there are many suggestions from various sources as to the best way to tackle 
it (see Research below). 
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Site visits Total = 16+ 

Out and about on a couple of occasions between Oatlands and Levendale, checking out 
multitudes of former control sites for everything from thistles to broom to Spanish heath and 
more. Sites included Oatlands tip, rear of Tunnack oval, New Country Marsh Road area, old 
Levendale primary school, Woodsdale Road, Woodsdale Cemetery, and Tunnack Road. 
Mixed results; some areas much improved, others needing more follow-up. 

Have assisted with some cut & paste work on broom bushes along the Dulverton Track in 
amongst various native plants: progress is excellent! 

Communication 

Article published in the July edition of the Southern Midlands Regional News about Lake 
Dulverton plants.   

Phoned the long-standing caretaker of the Woodsdale Cemetery and had a good 
conversation regarding weeds to target this season. A little bit of cut and paste work on 
some Red valerian has taken care of that particular weed, but the Spanish heath, 
cotoneaster and watsonia will need to be tackled later in the season (when they are larger). 

Weeds Action Fund 

Awaiting news of Round 3; the election has delayed progress. 

Roadside weeds 

Have begun work on Spanish heath along Woodsdale Road, and an outlier population (two 
plants; one roadside, one on a property) on Hungry Flats Road. Interestingly, I usually 
undertake work along Woodsdale Road starting from the Baden end. One afternoon I got 
caught short and had to nip into Levendale Hall toilet: on the return journey to where I’d left 
off, I noticed a young Pampas grass with two flower heads! This plant was well hidden to 
anyone travelling south, but obvious when travelling north. The flowers were cut and bagged 
immediately (almost ready to let fly with thousands of seeds) and the plant was sprayed on 
a subsequent visit. A timely find… 

On the same trip that I found the Pampas grass, I also found a couple of large flowering 
Winged slender thistles behind the guard rails on a section of Woodsdale Road. This thistle 
is usually just getting started at this time of the year, so to have two mature flowering plants 
with seeds maturing was interesting. This is an outlier population which has now been 
dispatched. 

Research 

A couple of hours spent gaining information about horehound was most interesting and a 
summary has been forwarded to the enquirer. I am aware of what works best locally with 
this weed, but it is always worthwhile to refresh my memory, ask key contacts, and to check 
to see if anything new is out there.  

Not a lot happening on Tasmanian Weeds Facebook lately. 

Related and extra-curricular activities 

Attended a public forum put on by the Invasive Species Council at the Launceston 
Conference Centre on the evening of Wednesday 9th July. Members of the audience asked 
questions on a range of topics. About half of the discussions related to cat management.  

I was unable to attend a Serrated tussock management field day, organised by the Derwent 
Catchment Project, on Saturday June 21st due to work commitments. 
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Whilst in Hobart on other business, I was able to pick up some NRM materials for a couple 
of tree planting projects locally (the Pound, Mangalore Recreation Ground, and Kempton 
Mounds). 

Assisted Helen and Maria with sorting out the annual Midlands Tree Committee orders. 
Some 2000 trees and shrubs were sorted into various orders ranging in size from 10 plants 
to 200. I also donated about 70 local native seedlings to add to the pool. 

I was quite sad when I heard the news that Fonz (the weed detector dog) had died. It was 
only last November when I was in the field for a couple of days with Fonz and his handler 
Morgan, searching for Serrated tussock beyond the core infestation at Spring Hill. Fonz’s 
skills at finding Serrated tussock, Chilean needle grass and Orange hawkweed will be sorely 
missed!  

Completed my annual appraisal, and have already begun actioning some of the objectives 
for the coming year. 

Weed of the Week 

African boxthorn, Large-leaf cotoneaster, Great mullein and Radiata pine displayed in 
Oatlands Council office over the past month. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 

Nil. 
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15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

15.5.1 Campania Cemetery – Proposal to establish Special Committee of Council 
 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 18 JULY 2025 
 

Enclosure(s): 
Community Notice 
 
ISSUE 
 
To report on the outcomes of a community convened meeting relating to the possible 
establishment of a Special Committee of Council to assist with maintenance of the 
Campania Cemetery (Council owned). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A Campania Cemetery Management Committee operated (at some stage) under the 

previous Richmond Council.  

Following council amalgamations in April 1993, the Southern Midlands Council did not 

formalise or establish a Campania Cemetery Management Committee under Section 24 the 

Local Government Act 1993 (the Act). 

For information, the following is an extract from the Act: 

“24.   Special committees 

(1)  A council may establish, on such terms and for such purposes as it thinks fit, special 
committees. 
(2)  A special committee consists of such persons appointed by the council as the council 
thinks appropriate. 
(3)  The council is to determine the procedures relating to meetings of a special 
committee.” 
 

DETAIL 
 
Mr Colin Howlett OAM (past Mayor) has often raised the possibility of forming a Committee 
to assist Council with maintenance of the Cemetery, however no formal action has been 
taken to date. 
 
Mr Howlett has prepared the attached Notice which invites families with relatives and friends 
in the Campania Cemetery to attend a meeting and support a request to the Southern 
Midlands Council to recognise a formal Cemetery Committee. 
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This community meeting will be held on Monday 21st July 2025 at the Campania Tavern 
commencing at 7.00 p.m. 
 
As the Notice indicates, I have agreed to attend the meeting and provide comment from a 
Council perspective and to discuss what opportunities may exist for the community to take 
a greater involvement with maintenance of the Cemetery. 
 
Report on the outcomes of the meeting to be provided. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – to be considered. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – this is a community 
convened meeting. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – dependent on the outcome(s) of the community 
meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
To be submitted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT 
 
a) Council support the recommendation from the community meeting to establish 

a Special Committee of Council for the Campania Cemetery; and 

b) Terms of Reference be drafted for the Committee for consideration by Council 

(and the proposed Committee members).  

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council break for morning tea at 11.02 a.m. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the meeting resume at 11.21 a.m. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.5.1 
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15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 

Strategic Plan & Annual Plan  
Southern Midlands Strategic Plan (2024-2034) 
 
3.6 Regulatory – Animals 

 
3.6.1 Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the Community. 
3.6.1.1 Continue dog control. Regulatory, licensing and educational programs 
3.6.1.2 Continue to conduct a public awareness/education program that informs the community of the need to contain 

livestock and the associated legal requirements within available resources. 
3.6.1.3 Investigate the establishment of Off-Lead Dog Parks in Oatlands and Campania 
3.6.1.3 Encourage the State Government to recognise the feral cat problem as distinct from the 

escaped/released/straying domestic cat problem and contribute to a State wide/regional strategy to 
meaningfully reduce the number of feral cats that now form a self-sustaining and very large population in rural 
areas 

3.6.1.4 Review the endorsed ‘Southern Tasmania Regional Cat Management Strategy 2021-2026’ recognising that the 
Strategy is based on an ‘opt-in’ approach which would be reliant on available resources, and taking into account 
the extent of the problem within each municipal area 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 
Author: ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICER (RACHEL COLLIS) 

Date:   16 JULY 2025 

Enclosure(s) 
Animal Management Statement 2025 
 
ISSUE 
 
Consideration of the Animal Management/Compliance Officer’s report for February 2024 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 
1. To inform both Council and the community of infringements issued by Council Officers 

in relation to Animal Management for the period July; and 
 

2. Provide a brief summary of actions and duties undertaken by Council Officers in relation 
to animal management. 

 
This in turn informs the community of the requirements and expectations of the Council to 
uphold and enforce relevant legislation. This too reinforces the importance of responsible 
ownership of animals. 
 
All infringements detailed in this report were issued under the Dog Control Act 2000. 
 
Resource Sharing 
 
Southern Midlands Council currently provide Animal Management services to the Central 
Highlands Council through resource sharing arrangements. Jobs of note are itemised in the 
enclosed statement. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Animal Management report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the Animal Management report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.6.1 
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15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 

16.1.1 Special Management Committee - Bagdad Community Precinct 
(Appointment of Representatives) 

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 18 JULY 2025 

Enclosure(s): 
Terms of Reference / Constitution of the Bagdad Community Precinct Management 
Committee  
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to formally appoint the nominated representatives to the Special Committee of 
Council which will be referred to as the Bagdad Community Precinct Management 
Committee. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As part of Council’s decision to take ownership of the Bagdad Community Club Precinct 
(endorsed by Council in July 2024), it was agreed that a Council Management Committee 
would be established under section 24 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 

A copy of the final ‘Terms of Reference’ are included as an enclosure. 

 

DETAIL 
 

The Terms of Reference provide for the following representatives (to be appointed by 
Council): 

i) One representative of Council as determined from time to time by Council;   

ii) One representative from the lessee of the ‘Bagdad Child Care Centre’ as determined 
from time to time by that organisation; 

iii) One representative of the ‘Bagdad Cricket Club’ as determined from time to time by 
that organisation;  

iv) One representative from the ‘Bagdad Fire Brigade’ as determined from time to time 
by that organisation; 

v) One representative of the ‘Bagdad Golf Club Inc.’ as determined from time to time by 
that organisation;  

vi) One representative of the ‘Bagdad Online Access Centre’ as determined from time to 
time by that organisation;  
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vii) One representative from the lessee (if applicable) of the Bagdad Community Club; 
and 

viii) Two representatives from the Bagdad and surrounding community as determined 
from time to time by Council. 

Council, at its meeting held 28th May 2025, appointed Clr D Blackwell as its representative 
who is to chair the Council Management Committee, with Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon being 
the Proxy. 

It was also resolved to write to each of the User Groups seeking a nomination for 
consideration and appointment by Council. 

Council also agreed that the two general community representatives would be filled by 
seeking two nominations from the existing BCC Inc. Management Committee. The aim being 
to provide some form of continuity and understanding of the background and issues. At the 
same time, it was acknowledged that if there was broader interest in participating on the 
Committee, then the Terms of Reference could be amended by expanding the membership. 
 

The following nominations have been received: 

 One representative from the lessee of the ‘Bagdad Child Care Centre’ as determined 

from time to time by that organisation – Michael Bennett 

 One representative of the ‘Bagdad Cricket Club’ as determined from time to time by that 

organisation – Blair Foster 

 One representative from the ‘Bagdad Fire Brigade’ as determined from time to time by 

that organisation - Craig Harback (Brigade Captain) 

 One representative of the ‘Bagdad Golf Club Inc.’ as determined from time to time by 

that organisation – Bernard Drew  

 One representative of the ‘Bagdad Online Access Centre’ as determined from time to 

time by that organisation – Libraries Tasmania has since advised that they cannot 

provide further funding to the Bagdad Online Access Centre beyond the 30th June 2025. 

This will result in closure of the Online Centre activity. The number of general community 

representatives can therefore be increased. 

 One representative from the lessee (if applicable) of the Bagdad Community Club – 

Michelle Visser 

 Two representatives from the Bagdad and surrounding community as determined from 

time to time by Council – five persons from the existing Management Committee have 

expressed an ongoing interest – Lyndon Foster (previous President); Michelle Swan 

(previous Treasurer); Garth Denne (previous Secretary); Carolyn Hayes (Committee 

Member) and Jeffrey Wrigley (Committee Member)  

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Council will initially provide secretarial and 
administrative support to the Committee, noting that the intention is to only meet four times 
per year. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Refer detail provided. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
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Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

a) The information be received;  

b) Based on the number of nominations received, membership of the Special 

Management Committee be increased to 11 persons (with a quorum being six 

persons); and 

c) Council appoint the following representatives to the Council Management 

Committee; 

 Michael Bennett (Bagdad Child Care Centre) 

 Blair Foster (Bagdad Cricket Club) 

 Craig Harback (Bagdad Fire Brigade) 

 Bernard Drew (Bagdad Golf Club Inc.) 

 Michelle Visser (Rhonda’s on Midlands Pty Ltd) 

 Lyndon Foster, Michelle Swan, Garth Denne, Carolyn Hayes and Jeffrey 

Wrigley (general community representatives) 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 

THAT: 
 
a) The information be received;  

b) Based on the number of nominations received, membership of the Special 

Management Committee be increased to 11 persons (with a quorum being six 

persons); and 

c) Council appoint the following representatives to the Council Management 

Committee; 

 Michael Bennett (Bagdad Child Care Centre) 

 Blair Foster (Bagdad Cricket Club) 

 Craig Harback (Bagdad Fire Brigade) 

 Bernard Drew (Bagdad Golf Club Inc.) 

 Michelle Visser (Rhonda’s on Midlands Pty Ltd) 

 Lyndon Foster, Michelle Swan, Garth Denne, Carolyn Hayes and Jeffrey 

Wrigley (general community representatives). 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 16.1.1 
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16.2 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 
 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

16.2.1 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
Author: OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE COORDINATOR (ADAM BRIGGS)  

Date:  18 JULY 2025 

ISSUE 
 
Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinator’s Report for the month of June 2025. 
 
 
DETAIL 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 

1. To report on the financial performance of the Centre compared to budget for the 
relevant month ending; and 

2. To provide details regarding usage of the facility. 
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Financial Reporting: 
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Group Bookings & Programs – June (18/6/25 - 15/7/25): 
 

Event / Booking School / Group Participation Numbers 

Physio Rehab Sessions Annabel Butler – Physiotherapist 13 individual bookings 

GYM / Lane Hire Fitness Program – GYM & Pool 
 

3 pool individual bookings 
2 GYM individual bookings 
30 participants 

GYM / Lane Hire Corumbene Program – GYM & Pool 3 pool individual bookings 
3 GYM individual bookings 
18 participants 

Lane Hire Swimming Tasmania 150 participants 

Lane Hire Parkside Community Group 10 participants 

Centre Hire  Swansea Primary School 52 participants 

Centre Visits Fitness Passport 11 participants (June) 

Lane Hire Midlands Swimming Club 3 individual bookings 

 
USAGE FOR THE PERIOD 18/6/2025 – 15/7/2025 
PAID UPFRONT 
 

 

 

DIRECT DEBITS – Current Numbers 

Type Units 

DD Pool/Gym 9 

DD Gym 7 

DD 6 Months Pool – 17 years + 1 

DD 6 Months Pool – Child/Concession 21 

DD 6 Months Centre – Family 1 
 

 
 
 

Type Units 

Gym  
 

PAYG – Gym (17 years)  23 

PAYG – Gym (Concession) 13 

Gym/Pool Combo  

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (17 years) 4 

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (Concession) 11 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (17 years)  0 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (Concession) 1 

Learn to Swim (Total Numbers)  

Term 3, 2025 Program Enrolments (Currently) 130 

Pool  

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (17 +) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Concession) 2 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Family) 0 

PAYG – Pool (4 years and under) 92 

PAYG – Pool (5-16) 257 

PAYG – Pool (17) 226 

PAYG – Pool (Concession) 164 

PAYG – (Family) 29 
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Grant Applications & General Information 
 

See below an update on new programs and projects implemented during June: 
 

 Swimming Tasmania – State Team’s & Clinic Training Day: 

Swimming Tasmania’s booking on the 29th June was a huge success for the Centre 

with fantastic feedback received from participants and Swimming Tasmania directly. 

The Centre was used by 150 swimmers across the day with training clinics held with 

Olympic Breaststroke Medalist Chelsea Hodge. Swimming Tasmania have also 

indicated their desire to book again in 2026. 

 

 GYM & Aqua Classes – Free for the Community: 

The funded program has been extended for another 10 weeks during Term 3, 

sessions will operate as GYM Session (Tuesday) and an Aqua Session (Thursday). 

 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Not applicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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16.3 Access 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Nil. 
 

 
16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 
Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
 
 
16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 
sustainability. 

 
Nil. 
 

 
16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
Nil. 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 
17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 

17.1.1 Review and Amendment of Mobile Food Vendors Policy 
 

Author: DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON)  
 
Date: 16 JULY 2025 
 
Attachment(s) 
Draft Revision – Mobile Food Vendors Policy - Version 4 
 
ISSUE 

Council are required to review and update its various policies from time to time.  The 
nominated policy has been reviewed, amendments made, and now requires consideration, 
then adoption by Council. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSING COUNCIL’S GOVERNANCE FUNCTION 

The diagram below along with its explanation has been the subject of previous presentations 
to Council; however, it is meaningful to reflect on this governance framework when policy 
documents are presented to Council.    
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DETAIL 

This draft revision of the Mobile Food Vendors Policy is submitted for Council’s 
consideration.  The review is seeking to add an additional location in Campania to the 
Schedule of approved locations.  Considering the development for Flour Mill Park that 
Council is implementing, it is considered that a Mobile Food Vendor location in the Park has 
the ability to add value to the Flour Mill Park community space.   

Given the proposed location the Chairman of the Campania Hall Committee, Robin Howett 
has been contacted and he was provided with a copy of this draft policy in June 2025 for 
review on the impact of the activities that the Hall Committee runs from time to time.  The 
Chairman was contacted again on the 16th July 2025 and confirmed that there would be no 
conflict between a Mobile Food Vendor and the Campania Hall Committee in the proposed 
location as shown in the Policy Schedule of approved locations. 

As Councillors are aware, the process for any policy document is, that it is tabled at one 
meeting and then “lays on the table” until the next meeting, to enable Councillors sufficient 
time to work through and consider all of the ramifications of the strategy/policy, before the 
document is finally considered for adoption at the following meeting, subject to any 
amendments agreed by Council.    
 
The draft revision of the Mobile Food Vendor Policy is attached and shows some the 
changes to the document as discussed above.  There are no changes required by 
legislation. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Consider draft version 4 of the Mobile Food Vendors Policy in preparation for 
the adoption of the revised policy, at the August 2025 Council meeting, 
subject to any Council amendments. 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT Council 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Consider draft version 4 of the Mobile Food Vendors Policy in preparation for 
the adoption of the revised policy, at the August 2025 Council meeting, 
subject to any Council amendments. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.1.2 Information Technology (IT) Policies & Procedures – Information Security 
Policy; Acceptable Use Policy; Patch Management policy 

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 17 JULY 2025 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Information Security Policy 
Acceptable Use Policy 
Patch Management Policy 
 
ISSUE 
 
Tabling of draft Policies for consideration and review by Council prior to formal adoption next 
meeting. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
During the 2023-24 audit, it was noted that Council does not have a number of IT policies 
and procedures in place, or alternatively has policies that require review, across the 
following broad areas of IT Governance:  
 
•  data resilience and availability (BCP/DRP)  
•  network resilience and availability (BCP/DRP)  
•  Business Continuity Plan (BCP)  
•  Disaster Recovery Plan (DRP)  
•  third party Service Level Agreements (SLAs)  
•  information management 
•  cyber security  
•  information asset database  
•  IT asset database or Configuration Management Database (CMDB)  
•  governance – IT strategic plan 
 
DETAIL 
 
Due to the complexity of some of these policy areas, an external consultant has been 
engaged to advance the preparation of a number of relevant IT policies. 
 
To date, these include: 
 

1. Information Security Policy 
2. Acceptable Use Policy – to replace the ‘Computer Use & Electronic Communications 

Policy’ 
3. Patch Management Policy 

 
Copies of the draft Policies are included as an enclosure. The policies are submitted for 
feedback and comment prior to being submitted for endorsement at the August 2025 Council 
Meeting. 
 
Further policies are being prepared.  
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Note: These draft policies have been reviewed by the Audit Panel with a recommendation 
from the Panel that they be referred to full Council for consideration and adoption. 
 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Managed within existing Council resources. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A. 

Policy Implications – Policy document. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate effect. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 

1. the information be received; and 

2. Council consider review the draft Policies and consider for formal adoption at 

the August 2025 Council Meeting. 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT: 
 
1. the information be received; and 

2. Council consider review the draft Policies and consider for formal adoption at 

the August 2025 Council Meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.1.2 
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17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 
Nil. 
 

17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
 
Nil. 
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17.2.3 Local Government Shared Services – Quarterly Update – Information Only 
 

Author:  FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 16 JULY 2025 

Enclosure(s): 
2024/2025 Shared Services to 30 June 2025 
 
ISSUE 
 
To inform Council of the Common Services Joint Venture activities for the period April - 
June 2025. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are seven existing members of the Common Services Joint Venture Agreement, with 
two other Council’s participating as non-members. 
 
Members: Brighton, Central Highlands, Glenorchy, Huon Valley, Sorell, Southern Midlands 
and Tasman. 
 
Council now include a standard internal report for Council’s information on SMC hours on 
a quarterly basis. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer enclosed summary of services provided by and provided to the Southern Midlands. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.3 
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17.2.4 SMC External Grant Projects - Quarterly Update 
 

Author:  DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 18 JULY 2025 
 
Enclosure: 
Report to Council on Various SMC Grant Projects as at 30th June 2025 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council have a quite a number of external grants that are in various stages of implementation 
and it is meaningful to provide Council with a status report in respect of the external grants 
on a quarterly basis. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The application of grants is a major contributor to Council’s infrastructure budget.  Some 
grants are fully funded by the Grant body, for example ‘election promises realised’, others 
require part funding, ie Active Tasmania (former Dept. of Communities, Sport & Recreation 
- Tasmanian State Government), and with a minimum of 50% funding by Council, and others 
require various funding contributions by Council.  Some with no funding contributions by 
Council. 
 
All Council Business Units are focused on bringing in funded projects that meet the 
objectives of the Strategic Plan and that add value to our Community.  That way the budget 
goes further and we are able meet, to some extent, the expectations of the Community. 
 
DETAIL 
 
This update is provided for Councillors information only and will be updated on a quarterly 
basis. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the information be received. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.4 
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17.2.5 Local Government Association of Tasmania – General Meeting (To be held 
25th July 2025) 

 
Author: GENRAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 18 JULY 2025 

Enclosure(s): 
Local Government Association of Tasmania – General Meeting Motions - Submission of 
Motion(s) 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider Motions which have been submitted for consideration at the Local 
Government Association of Tasmania’s General Meeting scheduled for the 25th July 2025. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Two Motions have been included on the Agenda to allow for discussion prior to the LGAT 
General Meeting and to provide voting direction for Mayor Batt as Council’s delegate to the 
Association. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The Association and the City of Hobart have each submitted one Motion. 
 
1. Local Government Association of Tasmania – Rating of new energy 

developments 

 
Refer attached extract from the Agenda.  
 
Motion: 
 
“That members: 
 

 endorse the position that, where relevant, Tasmanian councils differentially 

rate renewable energy facilities in alignment with the Victorian Payment in Lieu 

of Rates (PiLoR) charges, or less  

 note LGAT will undertake the work outlined in the attached paper to support 

this 

 
SMC Comments: 
 
Currently not applicable to the Southern Midlands Council. 
 
The Motion is self-explanatory and should be supported. 
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2. City of Hobart – Better Active Transport Grant Program 

 

Refer attached extract from the Agenda. This includes background information and 
comments from the City Hobart, and the LGAT Comment. 
 
Motion: 
 
“That the Local Government Association of Tasmania lobby the Tasmanian 
Government to commit to: 
 

1. Reinstate the Tasmanian Government’s Better Active Transport Grant Program; 

and 

2. Increase the ongoing general funding of the Better Active Transport Grant 

Program to not be less that 1 per cent of the annual roads budget.” 

SMC Comments: 
 
For information, the Southern Midlands Council has sourced a total of $648,000 through this 
Grant Program. Projects were: 
 

Project Grant 
Funding 

SMC Funding Total Project 
Cost 

Bagdad Shareway - from 
Hall Lane to Iden Road 
(Round 1) 

$370,000 $338,995 $708,995 

Kempton Shareway - 
from Mood Food to 
Burnett Street (Round 2) 
 

$278,000 $146,310 $424,310 

 
It is noted from the background comments provided by the City of Hobart, that the Program 
was split into two grant streams: 
 

a) Statewide Program – open to all Tasmanian Councils; and 

b) Greater Hobart Program – focussed on projects within the Hobart metropolitan area. 

Councils support for this Motion should be contingent upon the LGAT lobbying for a single 
Grant Program with any funds allocated being available to all Councils. This may require an 
amendment to the Motion if supported by Council. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer comment provided. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Issues to be considered. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – LGAT General Meeting scheduled for the 25th 
July 2025. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council consider its position in relation to each of the Motions submitted to the 
Local Government Association of Tasmania for consideration at its General Meeting 
to be held 25th July 2025. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council: 
 
a) Support Motion 1 relating to the rating of renewable energy facilities; and 

b) Support Motion 2 relating to lobbying for the reinstatement of the Tasmanian 

Government’s Better Active Transport Grant Program on the basis that there is 

a single stream of funding available to all Councils (as opposed to the previous 

two streams of funding). 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.5 
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (Period ending 30 June 2025) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 14 JULY 2025 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 30th June 2025. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Operating Expenditure Report includes a Year to Date (YTD) Budget Column, with 
variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets. 
 
Note: Reported figures are not final as end-of-year accrual adjustments are still to be 
processed. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. 

 Operating Expenditure Report – 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. 

 Capital Expenditure Report – 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025. 

 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall operating expenditure to end of June was $13,769,815 which represents 95.9% of 
the 2024-25 Operating Budget.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Public Toilets - expenditure to date ($130,946 – 132.34%). Employee and 
contractor expenses are higher than anticipated due to an increase in vandalism and 
associated maintenance required.  
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Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Sub-Program – Regulatory (Animals) - expenditure to date ($145,075 – 122.59%). 
Additional expenditure relates to increased resources required to address non-compliance 
issues.  
 

Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Sub-Program – Capacity & Sustainability - expenditure to date ($58,395 – 113.07%). 
Increased expenditure is due to costs relating to the Heritage and Bullock Festival. 
 
Strategic Theme – Organisation 
 
Nil. 
 
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAM 
 
Capital expenditure projects are colour coded to signify the grant program and show the 
completion deadlines. A legend of the colour coding is as below: 
 
Legend – Source and completion deadlines for grant funded projects 
 

Roads to Recovery 
It is the Government’s intention that the full allocation is budgeted 
and spent in the year allocated 

Local Road and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI)  

Phase 4 – 30 June 2025 (use or lose) 

Other Specific Purpose Grants Completion date as per grant deed or approved extension date 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.3.2 Woodsdale Football Club Inc. – Annual Cracker Night - Request for 
Donation  

 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 17 JULY 2025 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Woodsdale Football Club – Email dated 4th June 2025 

ISSUE 

Council to consider a request for a donation submitted by the Woodsdale Football Club Inc. 
to assist with the conduct of the Club’s Annual Cracker Night. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Not applicable. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Reference is made to Council’s ‘Donations & Community Support Policy’. 
 
The following section taken from the Policy relates to ‘Assistance for Annual Events’: 
 
“2.1   Assistance for Annual Events 
 
2.1.1 Requests for assistance from not-for-profit organisation, community, or service groups 

based within the Southern Midlands Municipality will be considered with the maximum 
donation being $1,500.00.  

 
 Note: Assistance depends on value for money to the Community and will not be 

given for projects that would be eligible for consideration within Council's Community 
Small Grants Program.” 

 
In the past, this section of the Policy has primarily related to the annual donation to the 
Green Ponds Progress Association to assist with the conduct of the Kempton Festival. This 
event attracting a significant number of locals and visitors to the area. 
 
The Oatlands Heritage and Bullock Festival is directly managed and coordinated by Council 
with a separate Budget being allocated for this event. 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – Council has already provided assistance 

to this event through the delivery; collection and cleaning of two Council-owned mobile 

toilets, and the supply and collection of additional rubbish bins. These were provided at no 

cost to the Woodsdale Football Club. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Refer comment provided in 

the Email. 

Policy Implications – Policy related decision. 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Whilst this event has already been conducted 
(i.e. 21st June 2025), the request was overlooked and not submitted for decision at the June 
Council meeting. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Submitted for Council discussion and decision. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council donate $750.00 to the Woodsdale Football Club for their Annual 
Cracker night to assist with the conduct of the Club’s Annual Cracker Night. 
 
AMENDMENT 
 
Moved by Clr F Miller, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT Council donate $400.00 (plus the ‘in-kind support already provided) to the 
Woodsdale Football Club to assist with the conduct of the Club’s Annual Cracker Night. 
 
THE AMENDMENT WAS PUT AND CARRIED. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
THE AMENDMENT BECAME THE MOTION 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr F Miller, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT Council donate $400.00 (plus the ‘in-kind support already provided) to the 
Woodsdale Football Club to assist with the conduct of the Club’s Annual Cracker 
Night. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
Clr F Miller departed the meeting at 12.07 p.m. 
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.2 

 

 
  



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 23rd July 2025 

Page 107 of 117 

17.3.3 Oatlands Community Association Inc. – Request for Assistance  
 
Author: MANAGER COMMUNITY & CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT (WENDY YOUNG) 

Date: 16 JULY 2025 

ISSUE 

Request for Council to pay for battery and pads for Automated External Defibrillator (AED). 

BACKGROUND 

This type of request is not referred to in Council’s ‘Donations & Community Support Policy’. 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Oatlands Community Association Inc. – Letter dated 15th July 2025 

DETAIL 

Council is in receipt of a letter from Dr Julia Jabour, President, Oatlands Community 
Association Inc.   

The Oatlands Community Association Inc has a defibrillator on the outside wall of the 
building at 68 High Street Oatlands – building owned by Council. 

Batteries are to be replaced every four years and the pads every 2 years or after use.    

Human Resources & Financial Implications – The cost associated is $551 for the battery 
and around $112 for the pads. 

Due to the increasing number of AEDs across the municipality, Council is unable to commit 
to funding ongoing maintenance, consumables, or replacement costs for all units. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Refer comment provided in 
the letter. 

Policy Implications – Policy related decision. 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council: 

a) recognise and support the vital role AEDs play in improving community safety 
and health outcomes; 

b) commend the Oatlands Community Association Inc. for taking the initiative to 
make this life-saving equipment accessible within our community; and 

c) encourage them to explore alternative funding sources such as grant 
programs, local sponsorship or fundraising initiatives. 
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DECISION 
Moved by Clr F Miller, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT Council: 

a) recognise and support the vital role AEDs play in improving community safety 
and health outcomes; 

b) commend the Oatlands Community Association Inc. for taking the initiative to 
make this life-saving equipment accessible within our community; and 

c) be prepared to reimburse the Oatlands Community Association 50% upon 
receiving a claim and evidence that the battery(s) and pad(s) have been 
purchased.  

 
AMENDMENT 
 
Moved by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT Council: 

a) recognise and support the vital role AEDs play in improving community safety 
and health outcomes; 

b) commend the Oatlands Community Association Inc. for taking the initiative to 
make this life-saving equipment accessible within our community; and 

c) be prepared to reimburse the Oatlands Community Association 75% upon 
receiving a claim and evidence that the battery(s) and pad(s) have been 
purchased.  

 
The amendment lapsed due to the lack of a seconder. 
 
The original Motion was put. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr F Miller, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT Council: 

a) recognise and support the vital role AEDs play in improving community safety 
and health outcomes; 

b) commend the Oatlands Community Association Inc. for taking the initiative to 
make this life-saving equipment accessible within our community; and 

c) be prepared to reimburse the Oatlands Community Association 50% upon 
receiving a claim and evidence that the battery(s) and pad(s) have been 
purchased. 

 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.3 
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17.3.4 Amendment to 2025/2026 Fees & Charges Schedule and inclusion of 
Subdivision Exemption fee  

 
Author: MANAGER – DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 (GRANT FINN) 
 
Date: 8 JULY 2025 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
This report is seeking to amend the Schedule of Fees and Charges and include fees 
appropriate to the exemption of subdivisions under section 90 of the Local Government 
(Building & Miscellaneous provisions) Act 1993. The applicable fee is $345.00 
 
This fee has not previously been applied and from time to time Council is in receipt of such 
requests. 
 
It should be noted other LGAs have an identical fee. 
 
The proposed fee is outlined in the Table below: 
 

Charge 
Category 

Description Additional 
Info. 

Definition Amount 
2025/26 

(incl 
GST) 

GST 
Treatment 

Amount 
2024/25 

(inc 
GST) 

General Subdivision 
exemption 

Section 90 
Local 

Government 
(Building and 
Miscellaneous 

Provisions) 
Act 1993. 

Per 
application 

$335 exempt nil 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the 2025/26 Fees & Charges Schedule be amended to include the Subdivision 
Exemption fee. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the 2025/26 Fees & Charges Schedule be amended to include the Subdivision 
Exemption fee 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt √  

Clr A E Bisdee OAM √  

Clr D Blackwell √  

Clr B Campbell √  

Clr D Fish √  
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 

Nil.  
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Nil. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015 Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 15(2)(g) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Audit Panel Minutes 15(2)(b) 

Bagdad Community Precinct – Child Care 
Centre Leases 

15(2)(f) 

Bagdad Community Precinct – Property 
Leases 

15(2)(f) 

Land Purchase - Bagdad 15(2)(f) 

Kerbside Waste and Recycling Collection 
Tender 

15(2)(d) 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr B Campbell 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION(MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   
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CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(g) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(h) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.3 Audit Panel Minutes 
 

20.3.1 Audit Panel Receipt of Minutes 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.3.2 Audit Panel Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(b) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.4 Bagdad Community Precinct – Child Care Centre Leases 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(f) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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20.5 Bagdad Community Precinct – Property Leases  
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(f) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.6 Land Purchase – Bagdad (Strategic Opportunity) 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(f) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
20.7 Kerbside Waste and Recycling Collection Tender (5 – 7 Year Contract) 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(d) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Clr D Blackwell. 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session” 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   
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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

21. CLOSURE 
 
The meeting closed at 1.09 p.m. 


