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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
MINUTES OF AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL HELD 

ON WEDNESDAY 26th JULY 2023 AT THE OATLANDS MUNICIPAL OFFICES 
COMMENCING AT 10.01 A.M 

 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Dennis Cousens recited prayers. 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
Mayor E Batt recited Acknowledgement of Country 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 
Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clr A E Bisdee OAM, Clr McDougall, Clr D Fish, 
Clr D Blackwell and Clr F Miller. 
 

Mr T Kirkwood (General Manager), Mr G Finn (Manager Development and Environmental 
Services), Mrs A Burbury (Finance Officer), Mrs W Young (Manager Community & 
Corporate Development), Ms S Holliday (Receptionist / Administration Officer) and Mrs J 
Crosswell (Executive Officer). 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
 
Nil. 

5. MINUTES 
 

5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 28th 
June 2023, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 28th June 2023 
be confirmed. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 28th June 2023 
be confirmed. 
 
CARRIED 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Woodsdale Hall General Committee Meeting Minutes – 19th June 2023 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Committee Meeting Minutes – 17th July 2023 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R McDougall, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 

5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Woodsdale Hall General Committee Meeting Minutes – 19th June 2023 

 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Committee Meeting Minutes – 17th July 2023 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
 

5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 
 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
Nil. 
 

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 

Nil. 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr R McDougall 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
 
Nil. 
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7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary to 
explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without notice or 
its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without notice at 
a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it does not 
relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without notice in 
writing. 

 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Feral cats – commented re: the significant cat problem within 
Oatlands (and other areas). Can Council consider taking any response measures? 
 
General Manager – Council can provide traps but it is then the person’s responsibility to take 
the cat to Ten Lives. Council do not euthanize. Council to advertise the services of Ten Lives 
and other organisations that can assist with de-sexing and re-homing. Educational material 
for cat owners to be included in Council’s Newsletter and additional trap(s) to be purchased. 
Council does not have the resources to take action when cats have been trapped. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon - Councillor Group Photos – group photograph of elected 
members (taken previously) to be wall mounted. Also need to arrange a photograph of the 
new Council elected in October 2023. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon - Aquatic Centre – fence at the rear of the property – to be 
modified to improve sight distance. Provision of the Bike rack being the responsibility of VOS 
Construction. 

Attachment 
Agenda Item 5.1



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 26th July 2023 

Page 10 of 52 

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Runnymede - disposal of waste materials on property owned 
by Coronation Hotel – odour complaints.  
 
The Manager Development & Environmental Services (Grant Finn) provided background 
information. It is a Level 2 Activity under the control of the Environment Protection Authority. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon - Campania Streetscape – Community Meeting – outcome of 
meeting held 13th July 2023. 
 
The Manager Community & Corporate Development (Wendy Young) informed Council that 
the group planned to incorporate and draft Rules for Incorporation were being prepared. The 
group was next scheduled to meet in September 2023. 
 
Clr A E Bisdee – Photograph of King Charles III. 
 
Informed that the official full length photograph has yet to be released. 
 
Clr F Miller – Digital Strategy – Council Workshop. 
 
Awaiting advice from Mr B Mitchell MP to confirm available date and time. 
 
Clr R McDougall – raised the issue of whether Council could consider the conduct of a 
‘Volunteer Expo’ with the aim of recruiting volunteers to the various community based 
organisations and promoting the opportunities that exist. 
 
To be considered. Contact to be made with Volunteering Tasmania. 
 
Clr R McDougall - Aquatic Centre – Landscaping – trees require replacement – suggested 
different plantings to increase greenery. 
 
To be arranged. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Aquatic Centre - Artwork Proposal (forecourt area) – proposals to be 
considered at the August workshop. 
 
Mayor E Batt – Council Chambers, Kempton – Clock – still not operational. 
 
Confirmed that the electrical mechanism has been ordered. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
Nil. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
Nil. 
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public question 
time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before 

an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, at 

least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the 
public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to that 

question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice had 
been received from a member of the Public.  
 

Julia Jabour – Southern Midlands Regional News 
 
1. Council Structural Reform – what is Council’s opinion as to whether there will be forced 
amalgamations? 
 
General discussion confirmed that Council remains confident there will be no forced 
amalgamations. 
 
2. ‘Off-lead’ Dog Park Area, Oatlands  
 
General discussion relating to the proposed development of an ‘off-lead’ Dog Park area at 
Oatlands and the general attributes of the site(s) that have been identified. These include the 
‘Flaxmill Hill’ site; Road Reserves in and around Oatlands; and the Council owned 
storage/pound in Wellington Street. 

 
 
10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 
Nil 
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Nil. 
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 

Nil. 
 
 

12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
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12.4 Planning (Other) 
 

12.4.1  Application to Amend the Planning Scheme (Reference DA2300/40), 1844 
Midland Highway Bagdad to rezone land from the Future Urban Zone to 
the Village Zone  

 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 

THAT, in accordance with the provisions of the Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 
1993 (the Act), the Planning Authority undertake the following: 

 

A. That per Sections 38(2)(a) and 40D(a)(i) of the Act, agrees to prepare draft 

amendment DA2300/40 to the Southern Midlands Local Provisions Schedule, 

as shown in Attachment 2 to rezone the land at 1844 Midland Highway (CT 

184820/1 and CT 184820/2) from the Future Urban Zone to the Village Zone; and 

B. That in accordance with Section 40F of the Act, Council by instrument in writing 

affix the common seal of the Council to certify that draft amendment DA2300/40 

as provided in Attachment 2 meets the LPS criteria provided in Section 34 per 

the requirements of Section 40F (1) of the Act. 

C. That in accordance with Section 40FA (1) of the Act, Council directs that a copy 

of the draft amendment be provided to any relevant agencies or State 

authorities the Planning Authority considers may have an interest in the draft 

amendment. 

D. That in accordance with Section 40G and Section 40Z of the Act, Council 

directs that draft amendment DA2300/40 be placed on public exhibition. 

 
CARRIED 

 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY] 
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DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr R McDougall 
 
THAT the meeting be adjourned for morning tea at 11.04 a.m. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R McDougall, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the meeting resume at 11.25 a.m. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 
 

13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
13.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 

satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 

 
13.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil.  
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13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 
 
 

Nil. 
 

13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 

 

Clr F Miller – Colebrook Main Road - old Quarry area (north of ‘Stockdale’ property) being 
used to store and / or dispose of materials. Members of the public are accessing this site 
which is a road safety issue. 
To be referred to the Department of State Growth as the responsible road authority. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Woodsdale Road – vicinity of Community Hall – bitumen 
patching required. 
To be inspected and appropriate action taken. 
 
Mayor- E Batt – Blackbrush Road, Mangalore – maintenance grading required.  
Grader is presently undertaking the work.  
 

Manager Infrastructure & Works reported on progress with Interlaken Road. Draft plans 
have been received, tender to go out in September and works to begin prior to Christmas. 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R McDougall, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM  
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 
/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 

access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
Nil.  
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 

15.1.1  Heritage Project Program Report 
 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr D Fish 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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15.2  Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Fish, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 
Nil. 
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15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Major K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr R McDougall 
 
THAT the Animal Management Report be received and the information noted. 
 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil. 
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 

16.1.1 Levendale Community Centre (former Levendale Primary School) – 
Disposal of Property (Deed of Surrender) – 1315 Woodsdale Road, 
Levendale (PID 1481598 – C/T 169535/1) 

 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr R McDougall, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT 
 
a) the information be received;  

b) for the purpose of consulting with the Levendale Hall Management Committee 

in regard to future management and maintenance, Council indicate that 

purchase of the land is its preferred option (i.e. Option 4) as this maximises the 

future available options; and  

c) Prior to advising Property Services (Parks and Wildlife Service) of the preferred 

option, a further report be provided to Council detailing the outcomes of the 

discussion with the Levendale Hall Management Committee. 

 
CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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16.2 Recreation 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 
 

16.2.1 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr D Blackwell, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 

CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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16.2.2 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Review of Operations (Opening Hours & User 

Fees) 

 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E  Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT: 
 
a) the information be received, noting the proposed changes in operational 

arrangements (i.e. opening hours); and 

b) in accordance with section 205 of the Local Government Act 2023, the following 

fees be imposed effective from 1st September 2023: 

 

Pool Fees: 

o Swim - Casual (17 years and over) - $7.00 (currently $6.50) 
o Swim Card – 17 years & over (10 sessions) - $65 (currently $60)  
o 6 Month Membership – 17 years & over - $330 (was $312) 
 
o 6 Month Membership – Family Pass  
 

Type Description Price 

Family Pass One Parent (to be 
nominated), 1 Child 

$550 ($21.15 per week) 

Family Pass One Parent (to be 
nominated), 2 Children 

$600 ($23.08 per week) 

Family Pass Family (2 Adults, 1 to 2 
Children) 

$650 ($25 per week) 

Family Pass Family (2 Adults, 3 
Children) 

$700 ($26.92 per week) 

Family Pass Family ( 2 Adults, 4 + 
Children) 

$750 ($28.85 per week) 

To constitute a family all members must be listed on the one Medicare card.  

 
 
Fitness Centre: 

o Gym Only – 10 Sessions (6 months from date of purchase) - $55.00 (no 
current 10 session fee option) 

o Gym Only – Fortnightly direct debit $25 per fortnight (no current 
fortnightly direct debit fee option)  

o Class & Pool Membership - $40.00 per fortnight (currently $30.00) 
o Personal Training Classes (interim pending confirmation of the ongoing 

service provision detail) 
 
 30 minutes Personal Training Session   $40.00 
 60 minutes Personal Training Session   $60.00 
 
CARRIED 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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16.3 Access 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 

Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
 
 
 
16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 
sustainability. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
Nil.  
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 
17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 
 
 

17.1.1 Review and Amendment of Existing Policies - Fraud Control & Corrupt 
Conduct Prevention Policy 

 

DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D McDougall 
 

THAT Council: 

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Adopt the revised version of the Municipal Seal Use Policy (with no further 
amendments). 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 
to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 
Nil. 
 
 

17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon - acknowledged Sam Banks former Central Hawks player had 
his AFL debut for the Richmond Football Club. 
 
Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon – Provided the following information regarding the Bargain 
Centre Community pay-out. 
 
$30,241.02 and was divided by 2,573.5 hours. This equals $11.75 for each hour worked by 
volunteers. 
 
 
MMPHC Auxiliary $9,896.43 

Uniting Church $5,857.38 

Mt Pleasant Footy Club $3,008.00 

Anglian Church $2,878.75 

Make a Wish Foundation $2,408.75 

Historical Society $2,355.87 

Midlands Swim Club $872.44 

Bonorong Wildlife Hospital $752.00 

Oatlands Learn to Swim $628.63 

Community Shed $569.88 

MID FM $334.88 

Rural Youth $3334.88 

Just Cats Longford $235.00 

Oatlands Community Hub $70.50 

Hawthorn House $35.25 
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17.2.3 Local Government Shared Services – Quarterly Update – Information Only 
 

 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 

That the information be received. 

 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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17.2.4 The Future of Local Government Review – Local Government Board Stage 
2 Report (including the ‘Central and Midlands Community Catchment 
Information Pack’) – Council Draft Submission 

 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr R McDougall 
 
THAT Council endorse the draft submission prepared in response to the Local 
Government Board’s Stage 2 Report and the accompanying ‘Central and Midlands 
Community Catchment Information Pack’, prior to 2nd August 2023. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.4 
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (Period ending 30 June 2023) 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Clr R McDougall  
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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17.3.2 SMC External Grant Projects – Quarterly Update 
 

 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT the information be received and noted 
 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

Attachment 
Agenda Item 5.1



Southern Midlands Council 
Minutes – 26th July 2023 

Page 48 of 52 

18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
18.1 Southern Midlands Council and Oatlands District Historical Society Inc. – 

Discharge of Mortgage 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr R McDougall, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT Council affix the Common Seal to the ‘Discharge of Mortgage’ for 107 High 
Street, Oatlands noting the debt has been fully repaid. 
 

CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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19.  CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA  
 
Nil.  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Clr A E Bisdee OAM, seconded by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon 
 

THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 
CARRIED 

Matter Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015 Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 15(2) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Saint Regina Limited 15(2)(g) 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION 
Moved by Clr R McDougall, seconded by Clr D Blackwell 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

CARRIED 
 

DECISION (MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 

20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(h) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
20.3 Saint Regina Limited 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 15(2)(g) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
 
DECISION 
Moved by Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, seconded by Clr A E Bisdee OAM 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 
CARRIED 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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OPEN COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

21. CLOSURE 
 

The meeting closed at 12.18 p.m. 
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Woodsdale Community Memorial Hall 
Est. 1905 

MINUTES – General Committee Meeting 

Monday 24th July 2023 

Woodsdale Hall  

 

Welcome/Opening: 

The President welcomes members and declares the meeting open at 7.37 pm. 

Attendance: 

Mrs Kaye Rowlands, Mrs Sally Stubs, Mrs Ann Scott, Mr Leon Scott, Mrs Marion Wiggins, 

Mrs Karen Dudgeon 

Apologies: 

Mrs Allison Scott, Ms Kate Bourne, Mrs Ann Wiggins, Ms Alyson Scott 

Moved: Leon Scott                   Seconded: Sally Stubs 

         Motion Carried 

Confirmation of Minutes for the last meeting – June 19th 2023 

Moved:  Sally Stubs                               Seconded: Marion Wiggins 

Motion Carried 

 

Treasurers Report  – Balance as at June 30th 2023                              $10526.10 

Cheque to be presented -      41.90 

Balance at – July 14th -       $10484.20 

 

Moved: Karen Dudgeon        Seconded: Leon Scott 

                      Motion Carried 

General Business: 

 Defibrillator has arrived – Martin will install – Marion to organise a solar light that is 

suitable. 

 Cleaning of outside of hall - Ian and Anthony to organise 

 Heat pump – circuit breaker was the problem.  Cleaned. 

Attachment 
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 Small Community Grants coming out this week – put in for a grant for the painting of 

the hall. Paperwork to be completed and lodged. Closing date is end of August. 

Karen to post to Marion to complete. 

 

Dinner: $35 per head – 2 course meal 

Pork – Ann and Kaye to cook 

Lamb – Kate to cook 

Chicken – 10kg – (6) – Allison to pick up – (Marion to order) 

Swede and potato – Leon to donate – cooked at the hall 

Desserts – fruit salad, pavlova x 4, apple strudel, icecream 

Purchasing: 

Sally (No Frills) – butter, apple strudel x 2, fruit salad in tin (or similar), 4kg peas and corn  

Kaye – icecream, milk, bread rolls, gravy, cream, fruit for pavlova and fruit salad, lamb and 

chicken, carrots 

Marion – 1 pavlova, broccoli and cauliflower x 2 

Kate – to cook a pavlova 

 

Helpers – Kaye, Marion, Sally, Ann, Kate, Leon, Lucy, Doreen, Gwenda, Tamika,  

 

Set up on Friday 4th -  1.30 pm - (whoever can come) 

Be at the hall on Saturday at 4 pm 

Clean up time – to be organised on Saturday night 

         Motion Carried 

 

Bookings: 

 Hairdresser returns August 12th 

 November 11th – John X evening – Hall committee to do the supper 

 

Meeting Closed at 8.20 

 

NEXT MEETING – To be advised 
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