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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on  
 
 
Date: Wednesday, 27th June 2018 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Venue: Municipal Offices, 85 Main Street, Kempton 

 
 
I certify under s.65(2) of the Local Government Act 1993 that the matters to be discussed 
under this agenda have been, where necessary, the subject of advice from a suitably 
qualified person and that such advice has been taken into account in providing any general 
advice to the Council. 
 
Councillors please note: 
 
 A Citizenship Ceremony will be held for Mrs Tracy Watson at approximately 10.30 

a.m. 

 Public Question Time has been scheduled for 12.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Tim Kirkwood 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Rev Dennis Cousens to recite prayers. 
 

2. ATTENDANCE 
 
 
 

3. APOLOGIES 
 
 
 

4. MINUTES 
 
4.1 Ordinary Council Minutes 
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 23rd 
May 2018, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   

 
4.2 Special Council Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the Special meeting of Council held on the 13th June 2018, as circulated, 
are submitted for confirmation. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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4.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 
4.2.1 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted 
for receipt: 
 
 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee – 25th June 2018 

(Note: Minutes will be provided on 26th June 2018 following the meeting). 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committee of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   

 
 
4.2.2 SPECIAL COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - ENDORSEMENT OF 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees 
of Council are submitted for endorsement. 
 
 Lake Dulverton & Callington Park Management Committee – 25th June 2018 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committee of Council be endorsed. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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4.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 
4.3.1 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the following Joint Authority Meetings (including JA Committees), as 
circulated, are submitted for receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Nil. 

 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority (Waste Strategy South) – Minutes of 
meeting held 28th May 2018. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Joint Authority Meetings be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   

 
 
4.3.2 JOINT AUTHORITIES - RECEIPT OF REPORTS (ANNUAL & QUARTERLY) 
 
Section 36A of the Local Government Act 1993 provides the following; 
 
36A. Annual reports of authorities  
 
(1) A single authority or joint authority must submit an annual report to the single authority council or participating councils.  
 
(2) The annual report of a single authority or joint authority is to include –  
 
(a) a statement of its activities during the preceding financial year; and 
(b) a statement of its performance in relation to the goals and objectives set for the preceding financial year; and 
(c) the financial statements for the preceding financial year; and 
(d) a copy of the audit opinion for the preceding financial year; and 
(e) any other information it considers appropriate or necessary to inform the single authority council or participating councils of its 
performance and progress during the financial year. 
 
Section 36B of the Local Government Act 1993 provides the following; 
 
36B. Quarterly reports of authorities  
(1) A single authority or joint authority must submit to the single authority council or participating councils a report as soon as 
practicable after the end of March, June, September and December in each year.  
 
(2) The quarterly report of the single authority or joint authority is to include –  
 
(a) a statement of its general performance; and 
(b) a statement of its financial performance. 

 

Reports prepared by the following Joint Authorities, as circulated, are submitted for receipt: 
 
 Southern Tasmanian Councils Authority – Quarterly Reports for December 2017 and 

March 2018. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the quarterly reports of the above Joint Authority be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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5. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
Two workshops have been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 
 
One workshop was held on the 21st May 2018 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands 
commencing at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor A E Bisdee OAM, Deputy Mayor A O Green, Clrs A Bantick, 

E Batt, B Campbell, D Fish & D Marshall. 

Apologies: Nil. 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood & A Benson. 
 
The purpose of the workshop was to consider and review the draft 2018/2019 Operating 
Budget. 
 
Specific notes recorded: 
 
- Review of draft Operating Budget to Long-Term Financial Management Strategy 

- General Rate – percentage Rate Increase – draft Budget based on a 1.9% increase 

in the General Rate 

- Buildings (Public Toilets) Program – review service arrangements for Colebrook and 

Campania 

- Waste Management Levy – increase in proposed annual charge(s) to recognise 

recycling deposit costs; 

- Household Collection Charge – as above 

- Further consideration to be given to an allocation for communication(s) 

- Rate remission (Oatlands District Historical Society) – written application required 

The Workshop concluded at approximately 11.45 a.m. 
 
The Second workshop was held on the 13th June 2018 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands 
commencing at approximately 10.00 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor A E Bisdee OAM, Deputy Mayor A O Green, Clrs A Bantick, 

E Batt, B Campbell, D Fish & D Marshall. 

Apologies: Nil. 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, A Benson, J Lyall & C Pennicott. 
 
The purpose of the workshop was to: 
 
1. 2018/19 draft Operating Budget – further consideration of the Waste Management 

Program following receipt of advice from the Glenorchy City Council regarding 

increase in landfill disposal fees; and 

2. Consideration of the draft 2018/19 Capital Works Program. 
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The outcome of both workshops are reflected in the 2018/19 Budget Documents which are 

submitted for endorsement as part of this Meeting Agenda. 

 

The Workshop concluded at approximately 12.00 noon. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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6. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 
6.1 QUESTIONS (ON NOTICE) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice. 
 
It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 
 
(2)  An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 

 
 
The following questions were submitted by Clr R Campbell on the 20th June 2018. 
 
Q1.  How many SMC owned buildings have been converted to 100 per cent to LED 
lighting? 
 
General Manager’s response: 
 
Whilst substantial progress has been made in converting all lighting to LED in both the 
Oatlands and Kempton Council Chambers, there is a number of light fittings which remain 
and will be converted at the time of replacement. 
 
In terms of other SMC owned buildings, a number of these are outside the control of 
Council (e.g. Management Committees) and there has been insufficient time to confirm 
the status of these buildings. 
 
Q2.  How many SMC owned buildings have not been converted to 100 per cent LED 
lighting? 
 
General Manager’s response: 
 
Refer response to Question 1. 
 
Q3.  The “Pioneer Wall” re motion as passed by Council when will it be implemented 
as per motion? 
 
General Manager’s response: 
 
Clr Campbell refers to a ‘Notice of Motion which was submitted to the Council Meeting held 
25th July 2012. 
 
The following is an extract from the Minutes of that meeting: 
 

“Clr B Campbell has submitted the following motion: 
 
10.1        Roche Hall – Existing Site where Arch is located 
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“THAT the following proposal be put to the people through public 
consultation meetings and via Southern Midlands News, Community Radio 
etc.” 
 
Proposal: 
 
Due to the restoration of the old goal it is understandable that the arch be 
returned to the goal that means a blank space in front of Roche Hall, if this 
space is left with no replacement of interest to the people Council will have 
to face the people and their comments may well be fiery. 
 
“When the arch is returned to the goal it be replaced with a “Pioneer (or 
settlers) Memorial Wall” (or arch) built with genuine sandstone. A large 
percentage of the stones would carry the name of a pioneer (this would 
include free settlers, convicts, military etc that settled in the area (before 
1899) this area became known as the Oatlands Municipality. 
 
Each stone carrying a name would be paid for by descendants of the 
“Pioneer” and would carry name / date of settlement in the area and place 
of living. (Thus reducing the cost to Council to build the wall.) The gates of 
the current arch can be retained and installed in the wall. 

C/12/07/017/19093 DECISION 
Moved by Clr B Campbell, seconded by Deputy Mayor M Jones OAM 
 
“THAT a Pioneer Memorial Wall be included as an option to replace the 
existing Arch, which is to include the possibility of incorporating a plaque to 
convey the history of the Roche Hall property (Interpretation Sign). 
 
CARRIED 

 
Councillors will note that the suggestion of a ‘Pioneer Memorial Wall’ was only an option 
to be considered. To date Council has yet to formally consider and/or endorse a preferred 
design option. It should be noted that an alternative option of simply a relatively low-height 
sandstone retaining wall was also submitted by a number of interested community 
representatives. 
 
In the absence of an allocated budget, neither options have been progressed to a final 
design stage. This is now proposed for 2018/19 recognising that a budget has been 
allocated for approval in the draft 2018/19 Capital Works Program. 
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6.2 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – 
except so far as may be necessary to explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without notice 
or its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without notice 
at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it does 
not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without notice 
in writing. 
 
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature.” 
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7. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request 
Councillors to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any 
item on the Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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8. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at 
an ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager 
has reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items 
not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance 
with the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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9. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 12.30 PM) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public 
question time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before 

an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 

(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask 

questions relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, at 

least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the 
public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to that 

question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 

(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 

for doing so. 

 
 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice 
had been received from members of the Public.  
 
Mayor A E Bisdee OAM to invite questions from members of the public in attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.1 Permission to Address Council 
 
Permission has been granted for the following person(s) to address Council: 
 
 Nil. 
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10. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
(MEETING PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
 
Nil. 
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11. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT 
TO THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 
AND COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING 
SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
 
11.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
11.2 SUBDIVISIONS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
11.3 MUNICIPAL SEAL (Planning Authority) 
 
11.3.1 COUNCILLOR INFORMATION: - MUNICIPAL SEAL APPLIED UNDER 

DELEGATED AUTHORITY TO SUBDIVISION FINAL PLANS & RELATED 
DOCUMENTS 

 
Nil. 
 
 
11.4 PLANNING (OTHER) 
 
Nil. 
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12. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 
 
12.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.1.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipality.  

 
Nil. 
 
12.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.2.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality.  

 

Nil. 
 

12.3 Walkways, Cycle ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.3.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian 

areas to provide consistent accessibility.  

 

Nil. 
 

12.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 14 

1.4.1a Ensure Adequate lighting based on demonstrated need.  
1.4.1b Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.5.1 Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.6 Sewers 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.6.1 Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services. 

 
Nil. 
 

12.7 Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.7.1 Increase the capacity and ability to access water to satisfy development and Community to have 
access to reticulated water. 

 

Nil. 
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12.8 Irrigation 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 15 

1.8.1 Increase access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 

12.9 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 16 

1.9.1 Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 

Nil. 
 
12.10 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 17 

1.10.1 Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
12.11 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 17 

1.11.1 Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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12.12 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 
12.12.1 MANAGER – INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS REPORT 
 
Author: MANAGER WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES (JACK LYALL) 

Date: 22 JUNE 2018 

 
ROADS PROGRAM 
 
One Grader is working in the Levendale/Woodsdale area.  The second Grader is working 
in the Bagdad area.  An external hire Grader is working in the Campania area. 
 
There are some verge clearing operations being undertaken on Stonehenge Road and 
Swanston Road. 
 
Kerb and gutter for Tunbridge has been poured and backfilling will commence next week. 
 
Town and general maintenance is continuing in all other areas.   
 
Waste Management Program 
 
All new operating arrangements are working well. 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, WORKS & TECHNICAL SERVICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 
13.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 18 

2.1.1 Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 19 

2.2.1 Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.3 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 31 

5.3.1 Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.4 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 20 

2.3.1a Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands. 
2.3.1b Increase employment within the municipality. 
2.3.1c Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise) 

 
Nil. 
 
13.5 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 

2.4.1 Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern 
Midlands. 

 
Nil. 
 
13.6 Integration 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 21 

2.5.1 The integrated development of towns and villages in the Southern Midlands. 
2.5.2 The Bagdad Bypass and the integration of development. 

 
Nil. 
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 
14.1 Heritage 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 
14.1.1 HERITAGE PROJECT PROGRAM REPORT 
 
Author: MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 

 
ISSUE 
 
Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage 
Projects. 
 
DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 
 Continued works at the Oatlands Commissariat and 79 High Street.  Archaeological 

work has been completed and final fitout works to the cottage are nearing completion.  

Kitchenettes have been fitted to both buildings. Joinery works to the cottage are 

complete and cladding of the commissariat skillion commenced using on-site pit-

sawn timbers. 

 Beginning processing of artifacts excavated from the Oatlands Commissariat site. 

 Michelle Webster (current temporary Youth Development Officer) has been engaged 

across the Heritage Projects and Community and Corporate Development teams (8 

hours a week) to manage the process of community use of 79 High Street and the 

commissariat.  

 The Beacon project is progressing in conjunction with Brighton and Derwent Valley 

Councils, including geo-locating beacon sites, final image selection and attending 

meetings at Handbuilt Creative (the app developer) to see the provided content 

working within the trial app.  Simon Blight and Alan Townsend are being hired to 

Brighton and DVC to manage their components of the project parallel with Southern 

Midlands.   

 Printing of written material for Oatlands swipe card access system (promotion/ 

instructions/ logos). Subject to a final resolution of a technical difficulty, the system 

will go-live on 1st July 2018. 

 Finalisation of content for interpretation panels at the Kempton Memorial Avenue.  

 Continuing research on Anglican Churches in the Southern Midlands.  Fielding a high 

number of public enquiries on church and cemetery sales. 

 Liaison with SMC’s Community and Corporate Development team on the upcoming 

Heritage Festival in August.  
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 Providing assistance with the ‘Cows in the Lake’ and Kempton Memorial Avenue 

Anniversary projects. 

 Continued discussions with university stakeholders for a 2019 archaeological field 

program at a Southern Midlands convict site.  

 Preparations for a forthcoming Artist in Residence residency.  

 Simon Blight has been on leave for part of the month. 

 Brad Williams is continuing to work on a major Heritage Buildings Solutions job on 

secondment up to 2 days per week on a cost recovery basis. 

 Going forward, Brad Williams is to extend his role into the statutory assessment of 

development applications for heritage places/precincts under the Southern Midlands 

Interim Planning Scheme 2015.  A referral process is currently being drafted in 

conjunction with Development and Environmental Services and active applications 

assessed.  

 
Heritage Projects program staff have been involved in the following Heritage Building 
Solutions and Heritage Education and Skills Centre activities: 
 

 Note that future reports to Council on the operations of the Centre for Heritage at 

Oatlands will not be through the Heritage Projects report.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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14.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 
14.2.1 LANDCARE UNIT – GENERAL REPORT 
 

Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 19 JUNE 2018 

 
ISSUE: Southern Midlands Landcare Unit Monthly Report. 
 
 
DETAIL 
 
 Helen Geard and Maria Weeding have been busy with Kempton Streetscape 

matters.  This has included ordering and collecting from nurseries the native trees to 
be planted as ‘in fill’ at the top end of the recreation ground (where a few other native 
plants exist already). 15 roses for the entrance to the Kempton Council building were 
purchased and planted. They will complement the other rose plants on the other side 
of the pathway.  

 The draft landscape plan for the area on the foreshore known as the ‘Pine Tree Area’ 
has been out for public consultation. The comments will go the Lake committee on 
Monday 25th June 2018.  See committee minutes for details. 

 Maria Weeding and Helen Geard placed pine bark at the former sheep yards at 
Callington Park.  

 The recreation ground fence is progressing at Kempton.  The Streetscape Group will 
meet again in mid July 2018. 

 Council’s Weeds Officer Sandy Leighton continues with her work.  The following is a 
summary of activities from 15th May to 18th June 2018 (details provided by S 
Leighton). 

 
Enquiries 
 3 (Stemless thistle, Pampas grass). 

 Stemless thistle identification and list of registered herbicides sent to Rodney & Justin 
Jones and Kimbra Carnes. 

 Report of pampas grass at 2 new locations. 
 
Site visits 
Total of property visits = 6 

1. “Charlton Park” Melton Mowbray site visit with lessee Rodney Jones - stemless 
thistle located; 

2. “Green Timbers” surveyed with owner Kimbra Carnes to check the old original record 
from 6/12/2002 for stemless thistle – none found; 

3. “Mt Vernon” site visit with manager Emma Boon to check records for nodding thistle 
– several suspect plants located, need to revisit in spring/ summer when flowering; 
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4. “Kewstoke” site visit with owner Peter Hazel to check ‘unusual’ thistle. Saffron thistle 
identified; 

5. Oatlands – visited and spoke with landowner re: pampas grass, provided 
identification & control information; 

6. Tunnack – visited and spoke with landowner re: pampas grass, provided 
identification & control information. 

 
Emerging weed issues 
Stemless thistle at Melton Mowbray 

 Only location in Tasmania; 

 Original location from 2002 record probably marked on a paper map and very 
inaccurate/ incorrect coordinates calculated as “Green Timbers”, however during 
thistle interview Rodney Jones described a different thistle at “Charlton Park” next 
door to Green Timbers – where stemless thistle is on a hilltop (1 acre); 

 Lessee doing biannual control and has reduced concentration of infestation to 
scattered over 1 acre. 

 
Database update 
 Cotton, Saffron and Nodding thistle information and mailing lists updated from farmer 

interviews. 

 Stemless thistle and pampas grass databases updated. 
 
Mapping 
 Working meeting with Graham Green to compile mapping of current thistle data (up 

to 23 April). Entered into Council’s GIS. 

 Updated stemless thistle and pampas grass records, maps done. 
 
Thistle interviews 
 Contact details finally sourced for two thistle experts – Rod Hancl, Roberts Limited 

and Ben Leditschke, Proadvice. 

 Landholder cotton/ saffron/ nodding thistle interviews continue (6 interviews & 10 
properties). 

 More properties identified, currently sourcing maps and contact details. 
 
Input into draft Statutory Weed Management Plans 
 Reviewed draft plans and associated zonings for 32 species declared under the 

Weed Management Act 1999 last year (16 heath species, 15 weeds of national 
significance and holly). 

 With input from Helen Geard and Maria Weeding, prepared a submission to 
DPIPWE. 

 
Input into Southern Midlands NRM Strategy 
 Updated weeds section to reflect findings since September 2017, including 

development of tables of Zone A and Zone B declared weeds for the municipality. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the Landcare Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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14.2.2 PROPOSED POLICY (DRAFT) – MANAGEMENT OF TREES ON COUNCIL 
LAND 

 

Author:  DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 9 JUNE 2018 

Enclosure: 
Draft Policy Version 3 - Management of Trees on Council Land 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council is desirous of establishing a policy to facilitate the consideration of managing trees 
in public spaces on Council land.  A number of draft versions of the policy have been 
provided for Council’s consideration, however Council have sought to constantly refine the 
document prior to it going out for public consultation. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council, at its meeting held in March 2018, received a presentation by Mrs D Wilson 
concerning a tree that was removed from the High Street in Oatlands. This matter was 
also the subject of a Councillor’s Question with Notice during Councillor’s Question time, 
from Clr Campbell.  In response to those matters the following resolution was passed:  
 
“THAT Council: 
 
1. As a matter of priority, proceed to draft a Street Tree Policy; and 
2. As part of this process, consider the need to develop an accompanying By-Law.” 
 
Further, Council at its meeting in April 2018 considered a preliminary draft (version 1) of 
the Management of Trees on Council Land policy, with a number of suggestions for 
refinement being received during the meeting.  Those elements were included within the 
document (draft version 2) presented at the May 2018 Council meeting.  
 
At the May 2018 meeting, Council staff were asked to encompass additional amendments 
within a final version of the policy, further, any suggestions received from Councillors, 
during the ensuing period, prior to the policy being circulated were asked to be included in 
the draft version which is to be circulated out of session in readiness of a decision at the 
June 2018 meeting. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The proposed Policy draft version 3, is presented for Council’s consideration as a starting 
point in the development of a document for Community Consultation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Submitted for discussion prior to initiating a public comment period. 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 14.2.2 
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14.2.3 MAINTENANCE AND RISK MITIGATION, ESPLANADE RADIATA PINE 
OATLANDS 

 

Author:  MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 27 JUNE 2018 

Enclosure: 
Arboricultural Assessment – Element Tree Services - Barrack Street Pine, Oatlands 
 
 
ISSUE 

 

Council to consider management of the radiata pine tree on the Esplanade/Barrack Street, 

Oatlands.  

 

DETAIL 

 

At the corner of Barrack Street and the Esplanade is a 150yr+ old radiata pine tree which 

forms an important part of the designed landscape of Oatlands and has landmark qualities. 
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The tree is pictured as an immature specimen in an 1884 photograph of Oatlands and is 

thought to be one of the oldest specimens in Tasmania.  

 

 
Excerpt from a c1884 panorama of Oatlands (State Library of Tasmania PH30-1-2969). 

 

 
Excerpt from an undated (c1900) panorama of Oatlands – note that the advanced trees now on Mary’s Island are 

not visible, making the tree in question older than those. (Companion to Tasmanian History). 

 

Given the age of the tree and the landscape qualities, careful consideration needs to be 

given to managing the heritage values and landscape contribution of the tree, but also 

considering the overriding safety aspects of its retention and the fact that the tree has a 

finite life in any case.  

 

Concern has been raised by the Works and Technical Services program regarding the 

safety of the tree, given the high use of the area and the age of the tree.  In May 2013 a 

condition assessment of the tree was undertaken, which provided the following data: 
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Species: Pinus radiata 

Age:  Mature 

Height: 30m+ 

Health: Good 

Defects: Bifurcation of stem, overly heavy and over extended branches. 

Risk:  Low 

Works: Deadwood, cable brace main leaders, weight reduce north eastern 

low laterals. 

Life: 15-20 years. 

 

The recommended works were undertaken consequent to that report was received 

including a temporary brace being installed in the upper crown in 2016.  With five years 

passing since the initial report and inspection it is pertinent to reconsider the future of the 

tree given some concerns expressed. 

 

Alastair Hodgman of Elementree Tree Services was commissioned to undertake an 

assessment of the tree.  His report is provided here as Enclosure A.   That report 

considered the risk ratings of the tree and concludes/recommends: 

 

• That the tree has a viable lifespan of 10-20 years. 

• In its current situation, the tree poses a risk in the upper tolerable region. 

• To reduce risk, the area below the tree could be barriered off to reduce human 

occupation. 

• If the tree is to be retained, the cable that is currently installed requires 

replacement. 

• In the short term, a new tree should be planted in this location to ensure sound 

succession of the treescape. 

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

 

There is no doubt that if a tree is considered to have a high or intolerable risk that mitigation 

measures must be undertaken, particularly in a highly trafficked area.  Such mitigation may 

involve complete removal.  It must also be acknowledged that trees have a finite life and 

will require removal eventually.  

 

The Elementree report concludes that the risk posed by the tree is in the ‘upper tolerable’ 

range, meaning that there is the risk can be managed and remain as low as reasonably 

practicable for the remaining lifespan of the tree (10-20 years).  Recommendations to 

reduce the risk include: 

 

- Cordoning off the area below the tree on the lake foreshore to prohibit camping 

directly under the tree. 

- Removing the concrete block fire barbeque beneath the tree to discourage active 

use (note this is not mentioned in the report but conveyed verbally by Alister 

Hodgman subsequent to the report submission). 

- Installing an arboriculturally specific brace in the crown to the tree to further mitigate 

risk.   
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PUBLIC RELATIONS IMPLICATIONS 
 
The removal of advanced trees that contribute to the landscape values of Oatlands has 
been a contentious and emotive issue in the past.  If the tree is to be removed, there is 
likely to be public opinion.  Maintenance of the tree is likely to be less controversial.  
 
COST IMPLICATIONS 
 
Elementree Tree Services has quoted $1,160 to install the recommended brace, which 
would require replacement in around 8 years (note that the tree has a [projected life of 10-
20 years, so after 8 years a similar cost would be incurred).  
 
The cost of the replacement planting as recommended by Elementree would be negligible.  
Should Council wish to remove the tree, the estimated cost is $10,000+ (plus traffic 
management costs).   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the following actions be taken: 

 

- Signage and/or rocks/bollards be installed on the Esplanade roadside which 

prohibit/preclude camping under the tree; 

- The barbecue be removed or relocated to limit congregation under the tree; 

- Elementree Tree Services (or other contractor) be engaged to undertake the 

bracing works; 

- That a replacement planting be established as soon as practicable of the 

species and in the location recommended by Elementree; and  

- That the health and condition of the tree be re-assessed periodically, but no 

later than 10 years’ time (i.e. 2028). 

 
NOTE:  Should Council decide that the removal of the tree is a desired option, then 
a further report to Council will need to be submitted to the July meeting which fulfils 
the process and requirements of the Draft MANAGEMENT OF TREES ON COUNCIL 
LAND POLICY V3. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE A 
Agenda Item 14.2.3 
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14.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 24 

3.3.1 Ensure that the Cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 
Nil. 
 
14.4 Regulatory (Other than Planning Authority Agenda Items) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 25 

3.4.1 A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 
Nil. 
 
14.5 Climate Change 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 25 

3.5.1 Implement strategies to address issues of climate change in relation to its impact on Councils 

corporate functions and on the Community. 

 

Nil. 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
LIFESTYLE) 

 
15.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 26 

4.1.1 Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.2 Youth 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 26 

4.2.1 Increase the retention of young people in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.3 Seniors 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 

4.3.1 Improve the ability of the seniors to stay in their communities. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.4 Children and Families 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 

4.4.1 Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated 
within the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.5 Volunteers 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 27 

4.5.1 Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.6 Access 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 28 

4.6.1a Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands Community. 
4.6.1b Continue to meet the requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA). 

 
Nil. 
 
15.7 Public Health 
 
Nil. 
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15.8 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 29 

4.8.1 Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the 
Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
15.9 Education 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 29 

4.10.1 Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands. 

 
Nil. 
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15.10 Animals 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 29 

4.9.1 Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the 
Community. 

 
Nil. 
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 
16.1 Retention 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 30 

5.1.1 Maintain and strengthen communities in the Southern Midlands. 

 
16.1.1 ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF TASMANIA – SALE OF CHURCH AND 

CEMETERY PROPERTIES 
 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 

Enclosure: 
Correspondence received from the Anglican Diocese of Tasmania which has four parts: 

a) Covering Letter which details the purpose that the funds will be used for; the 

consultation process; and commentary in relation to Cemeteries; 

b) Redress Proposal Process;  

c) List of properties that may be sold; and 

d) Fact Sheet – Redress Fund. 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
1. To report on the outcomes of the public meeting held 29th May 2018; and 

2. To consider the resolution passed at that meeting in terms of Council providing 
support to facilitate and consolidate a submission to the Anglican Diocese aimed at 
retaining as many heritage Churches and cemeteries as possible by the Church (or 
the community).  

 
BACKGROUND 
 
A public meeting was convened by the Southern Midlands Council (Tuesday evening 29th 
May 2018) at the Victoria Memorial Hall, Kempton to discuss the future of Anglican 
Churches and Cemeteries in the Southern Midlands. The meeting was held due to the 
level of community interest (and concern) regarding the proposed sale of churches and 
cemeteries. 
 
Approximately 130 people attended, which included a significant number of persons from 
the Central Highlands region. Central Highlands Council Mayor Loueen Triffitt was present 
at the meeting. Whilst the Central Highlands is a different local government area, parts of 
the Central Highlands Council are within the Southern Midlands Anglican Parish where 
there are similar proposals to sell off Anglican Church properties. 
 
The following was resolved unanimously at the meeting: 
 
1. That this meeting condemn the current proposal by the Anglican Church to sell 8 of 

the 9 Anglican Churches (and  cemeteries) in the Southern Midlands Council area; 

2. That the Southern Midlands Anglican Parish Synod representatives be directed to 
vote against the proposal at the Synod Meeting scheduled for 1st and 2nd June 2018; 
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3. That the Southern Midlands and Central Highlands Councils be requested to work in 
conjunction with each other to facilitate and consolidate a submission to the Anglican 
Diocese aimed at retaining as many heritage Churches and cemeteries as possible 
by the Church (or the community). This submission is to be based on input and 
feedback from community groups and interested members of the community; and 

4. That a further public meeting be conducted if necessary to provide a report on further 
developments in respect to this matter. 

 
Note: The decision to include involvement of the Central Highlands Council recognised 
that a significant number of persons that attended the meeting were from the Central 
Highlands region and that parts of the Central Highlands Council are within the Southern 
Midlands Anglican Parish where there are similar proposals to sell off Anglican Church 
properties.  
 
The Hon Peter Gutwein MHA also addressed the meeting and spoke in relation to the 
current Burials and Cremations Act 2002. He detailed the State Government’s intention to 
review this legislation which will include a public consultation process. It is envisaged that 
the review will certainly strengthen the provisions contained within the Act with respect to 
Cemetery management, and place significant and additional obligations on cemetery 
managers, including a more robust assessment in terms of who can be approved as a 
cemetery manager. 
 
DETAIL 
 
In reference to the resolution, and in particular the two Councils providing the required 
support, it is unclear how this will actually be achieved.  
 
Unfortunately there is no single entity or representative group that Council can consult with 
in order to prepare a submission that is reflective of the community’s position, either as a 
whole or in relation to a specific church property. For example, the position of the Bagdad 
community (where a single building that is no longer used for services and no cemetery is 
proposed for sale) may differ completely to the Kempton community (where there is a 
Church, Cemetery and vacant land that may be developed separately - subject to 
necessary approvals). 
 
From an SMC perspective, to date Brad Williams (Manager – Heritage Projects) has done 
research into the Churches (and cemeteries) proposed for sale which was presented to 
the public meeting, and has responded to follow-up questions where possible.  
Assuming that Council is receptive to the proposal to provide some form of support, it 
follows that a detailed discussion is necessary in order to map a way forward.  
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – the implications, from both a human 
resource and financial perspective, will be dependent on the determined level of Council 
support to be provided. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – There is clearly strong 
opposition to the proposed sale of the properties within the community. This is evidenced 

by the level of attendance at the public meeting; the strong opposition which was 
expressed at all stages through the meeting and subsequent feedback received. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A. 
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Priority - Implementation Time Frame – refer attached Flow Chart ‘Redress Proposal 
Process - Property’. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Submitted for discussion and direction. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 16.1.1 
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 

17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 32 

6.1.1 Improve the level of responsiveness to Community needs. 
6.1.2 Improve communication within Council. 
6.1.3 Improve the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management 

system. 
6.1.4 Increase the effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council IT systems. 

6.1.5 Develop an overall Continuous Improvement Strategy and framework 

 
Nil. 
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17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – Page 33 & 34 

6.2.1 Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council. 
6.2.2 Provide a safe and healthy working environment. 
6.2.3 Ensure that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their 

roles. 
6.2.4 Increase the cost effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other 

organisations. 
6.2.5 Continue to manage and improve the level of statutory compliance of Council operations. 
6.2.6 Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to meet the Communities needs. 
6.2.7 Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations. 
6.2.8 Minimise Councils exposure to risk. 

 
17.2.1 COMMON SERVICES JOINT VENTURE UPDATE (STANDING ITEM – 

INFORMATION ONLY) 
 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 15 JUNE 2018 
 
Attachments: 
Local Government Shared Services – Council Update – April 2018 
Local Government Shared Services – Joint Venture Update – April 2018 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
To inform Council of the Common Services Joint Venture activities for the month of April 
2018. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are seven existing members of the Common Services Joint Venture Agreement, 
with two other Council’s participating as non-members. 
 
Members: Brighton, Central Highlands, Glenorchy, Huon Valley, Sorell, Southern Midlands 
and Tasman. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer ‘Common Services Joint Venture Update – April 2018 attached. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer comment provided in the update. 
 
April 2018 - Councillors will note that the Southern Midlands Council provided 42 hours of 
service to other Councils and received 10 hours of services from other Councils. 
 
Details of services provided are included in the attachment. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Ongoing. 
 
  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 27 June 2018  PUBLIC COPY 

Page 64 of 134 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.1 
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17.2.2 SOUTH CENTRAL SUB-REGION COLLABORATION STRATEGY – 
STANDING ITEM 

 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 
 
ISSUE 
 
Standing Item to enable: 
 
a) Council to identify or consider new initiatives that can be referred to the Sub-Region 

Group for research and / or progression; and 

b) The provision of updates and reports on the Group’s activities. 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Brighton, Central Highlands, Derwent Valley and Southern Midlands Councils have 
agreed to work together to identify and pursue opportunities of common interest and to 
more effectively and efficiently serve ratepayers, residents and the communities in these 
municipal areas. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The Sub-Region Group has now met on six occasions.  The last meeting was held on 4th 
June 2018 however no minutes of that meeting are yet to be received. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – No budget has been allocated for these 
sub-regional activities. Any specific projects which require additional funding will be 
referred to Council for consideration prior to commencement.  
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Ongoing. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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17.2.3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION OF TASMANIA - 2018 ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 14 JUNE 2018 

Enclosure: 
Plenary Keynote Speakers / Workshop Program / Delegates Program 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
To confirm attendance at the 106th Local Government Association of Tasmania 2017 
Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting to be held at Wrest Point, Hobart from 
the 25th – 27th July 2018. 
 
DETAIL 
 
This year the Conference is themed ‘Reinventing the Three R’s’ and is all about a Local 
Government sector that is re-energised and reinvigorated with a redirected focus on 
innovation, creativity and harnessing opportunities.  A range of Key Note Speakers and 
Workshop Presenters from around Australia will be presenting an array of specialist topics 
such as Infrastructure and Engagement, Innovation and Digital and Corporate 
Development. 
 
The Conference Program and Registration Form is enclosed for Councillors consideration. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – The full registration fee for the 
Conference is $895.00; Partial Registration $495.00 and Workshop Only registrations 
$155.00. 
 
Registration fees will be funded from the 2017/18 Budget and other conference costs will 
be incurred in 2018/19 (e.g. accommodation and travel).  Note: If booking 4 or more full 
registrations from the same Council, Council will receive a 5% discount from registration 
costs. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – attendance at the 
conference assists Council in being proactive and having input into the planning and 
direction of local government for the future. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Delegates registration must be lodged prior to 
the 2nd July 2018. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council confirm attendance for the 2018 Local Government Association of 
Tasmania Annual Conference. 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.3 
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17.2.4 BUSINESS CONTINUITY MANAGEMENT POLICY 
 
Author:  CORPORATE COMPLIANCE OFFICER (WENDY YOUNG) 

Date: 20 JUNE 2018 

Enclosure: 
Draft Business Continuity Policy 

Attachments: 
Business Continuity Plan 
Information Communications Technology (ICT) Business Continuity & Disaster Recovery 
Plan. 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Consideration of a Business Continuity Policy and associated documents. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As part of the governance framework, this Policy has been developed to comply with audit 
requirements. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The objective of Business Continuity Management is to minimize the impact of a disruptive 
event on the operations and the delivery of services to the community.  It sets out how 
council will manage the restoration of Council services during and after a disruptive event. 
 
This policy and its associated documents assist in: 
 
 Minimising interruptions to the normal operations; 
 Limiting the extent of disruption and damage; 
 Minimising the economic impact of the interruption; 
 Establishing alternative means of operation in advance; 
 Training personnel with emergency procedures; 
 Providing for rapid restoration of services. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council  
 
1. Receive and note the report; 

2. Consider Draft version 1 of the Business Continuity Management Policy and 

subject to any amendments, submit for adoption at the July 2018 Council 

meeting; 

3. Receive and note the SMC Business Continuity Plan; 

4. Receive and note the Information Communications Technology (ICT) Business 
Continuity & Disaster Recovery Plan. 
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DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr E Batt   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.4 
 

Council Policy DRAFT 

BUSINESS CONTINUITY MANAGEMENT POLICY 
Approved by: Council 
Approved date: DRAFT  
Review date:  

 

1. PURPOSE 
 
This policy has been developed as part of Council’s Risk Management Framework to assist 
the organisation prepare for disruptive events to its operations. 
 

2. SCOPE 
 
This policy applies to all Southern Midlands Council staff involved or required during and after 
a disruptive event. 
 
The Emergency Management Team will be responsible for oversight of Council’s Business 
Continuity Plan and ensure appropriate resources are provided to support the plan. 
 

3. POLICY 
 
The objective of Business Continuity Management is to minimise the impact of a disruptive 
event on the operations and the delivery of services to the community by ensuring that 
Business Continuity plans are in place. Business Continuity Management at Council will align 
to the AS/NZS 505:2010 Business Continuity – Managing disruption-related risk Standard.  
The standard was developed to assist organisations maintain continuity of their operations 
through effective management of disruption-related risk. 
 
Council’s Business Continuity Framework is made up of the following: 
 

3.1 Business Continuity Management Policy  
 Defines Council’s approach to business continuity management and the principles 

by which business continuity plans are maintained within Council. 
 
3.2 Business Continuity Plan (BCP) 
 Provides the required details for the co-ordination and management of Council 

during a significant disruptive event, the process for relevant business continuity 
plan activation and deactivation, and details BCP training and exercise 
requirements to ensure preparedness for disruptive events. 

 
3.3 Specific Operational Business Continuity Plan 
 Considers the impact of disruptive events on critical operations and also 

documents procedures to allow continuity of services in the event of significant 
disruption. 

 
4 DOCUMENT ADMINISTRATION 

This Policy is to be reviewed every two years or as directed by the General Manager. 
 
Related documents:  Business Continuity Plan (BCP), Information Communications 
Technology (ICT) Business Continuity & Disaster Recovery Plan. 

This document is Version 1.0 effective XX-XX-XXXX. The document is maintained by 
Community & Corporate Development, for the Southern Midlands Council. 
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17.2.5 REVIEW OF COUNCIL’S DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN 2018-2027 
 
Author:  DEPUTY GENERAL MANAGER (ANDREW BENSON) 

Date: 22 JUNE 2018 

Enclosure: 
Advertisement for Community Comment – 26/5/18 
Feedback from TasNetworks and Jim Rossiter 

Attachment: 
Draft Strategic Plan 2018-2027 
 
 
BACKGROUND  

At the March 2018 Council meeting resolved to review the SMC Strategic Plan 2014 – 
2023. 

The following actions took place in the period following the March Council meeting; 

1. The three Community Consultation sessions undertaken at, Oatlands, Campania 
and Bagdad were advertised in the Mercury, placed on the Council website and 
circulated on the Council Facebook page; 

 

2. The Deputy General Manager (DGM) facilitated an SMC Managers review of the 
current document and offered amendments to the Plan;  

 

3. The DGM ran a workshop for SMC Elected Members on the same basis as the 
Manager’s workshop, with the Manager’s responses in the document for 
Councillor’s consideration;  

 

4. Three Community ‘workshops’ at Oatlands, Bagdad and Campania were 
undertaken;   

 

5. The DGM collated all of the external information (from the three Community 
Consultation sessions) and brought it back to May Council meeting for 
consideration by the meeting; 

 

6. At the May 2018 Council meeting, after considering all of the inputs, Council 
adopted the draft of the Strategic Plan 2018 – 2027; 

 

7. On Saturday 26th May 2018 an advertisement for the Community Consultation 
(copy attached) appeared in the Hobart Mercury with a close off date of 
Wednesday 20th June 2018. 

 
DETAIL 
 

Some Community inputs have been received in respect of the draft Strategic Plan 

and they are attached for Councillor’s consideration. 

For Discussion. 
 
  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 27 June 2018  PUBLIC COPY 

Page 81 of 134 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council  

1. Receive and note the report; 

2. after considering the Community input, adopt the Strategic Plan 2018 – 2027; 
and 

3. make the Southern Midlands Council Strategic Plan 2018 – 2027 available on 
the Council’s website. 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.5 
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17.2.6 TABLING OF DOCUMENTS 
 
This is to be a standing item on the Agenda for tabling of documents that don’t necessarily 
require any specific action(s). 
 
 
17.2.6.1  TASMANIAN CHINESE BUDDHIST CULTURAL PARK OF AUSTRALIAN – 

LETTER & PETITION (INFORMAL) 
 
Author:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 
 
Attachment:  
Letter dated 13 June 2018 and attached informal Petition(s). 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Tabling of document – information only.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Nil. 
 
DETAIL 
 
This item is for information purposes only. It does not require any specific action by 
Council. 
 
Whilst the writer refers to it as a petition, it should be considered as correspondence to 
Council as it does not meet the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 relating to 
‘Petitions’. It is tabled as correspondence only. 
 
The following is an extract from the Local Government Act 1993: 
 
“Section 57. Petitions: 
 
(1)  A person may lodge a petition with a council by presenting it to a councillor or the 
general manager. 
 
(2)  A person lodging a petition is to ensure that the petition contains – 
 
(a) a clear and concise statement identifying the subject matter and the action requested; 
and 
(b) in the case of a paper petition, a heading on each page indicating the subject matter; 
and 
(c) in the case of a paper petition, a brief statement on each page of the subject matter 
and the action requested; and 
(d) a statement specifying the number of signatories; and 
(e) at the end of the petition –  
 

(i) in the case of a paper petition, the full name, address and signature of the person 
lodging the petition; and 
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(ii) in the case of an electronic petition, the full name and address of the person 
lodging the petition and a statement by that person certifying that the statement of 
the subject matter and the action requested, as set out at the beginning of the 
petition, has not been changed. 

 
(3)  ……………………..” 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Nil. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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17.3 FINANCES 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 34 & 35 

6.3.1 Communities finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residence.  
6.3.2 Council will maintain community wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation 

may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation. 
6.3.3 Council’s finance position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb 

the volatility inherent in revenues and expenses. 

6.3.4 Resources will be allocated to those activities that generate community benefit. 

 
17.3.1 MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT (MAY 2018) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (COURTNEY PENNICOTT) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Refer enclosed Report incorporating the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1st July 2017 to 31st May 2018 (including 

Notes) 

 Current Expenditure Estimates – as at 31st May 2018 

 Capital Expenditure Estimates (refer to enclosed report detailing the individual capital 

projects) – as at 31st May 2018 

 Cash Flow Statement – May 2018 

 Rates & Charges – 13th June 2018 
 
Note: Expenditure figures provided are for the period 1st July 2017 to 31st May 2018 – 92% 

of the period. 
 
CURRENT EXPENDITURE ESTIMATES (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Sub-Program – Public Toilets – expenditure to date ($59,020 – 100.04%). Costs relate 
to additional services during holiday periods. 
 
Sub-Program – Signage – expenditure to date ($6,788 – 101.70%). Expenditure relates 
to general replacement costs and additional signage for the Kempton Township. 
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Sub-Program – Natural – expenditure to date ($179,308 – 108.75%). Expenditure relates 
to works at the Chauncy Vale Reserve for the implementation of safety upgrades, and land 
care facilitator costs. 
 
  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 27 June 2018  PUBLIC COPY 

Page 91 of 134 

Strategic Theme – Lifestyle 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme –Community 
 
Sub-Program – Capacity – expenditure to date (27,566 – 98.72%). Expenditure includes 
annual water, electricity and rate expenditure. 
 
Strategic Theme –Organisation 
 
Sub-Program – Finances – expenditure to date (286,950 – 103.33%). Expenditure 
includes annual fire service levies and increased debt collection costs. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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SOUTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL : CURRENT EXPENDITURE  2017/18 
SUMMARY SHEET 
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17.3.2 2018 / 2019 ANNUAL PLAN & BUDGETS (OPERATING & CAPITAL) 
 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 

Attachment: 
2018/19 Annual Plan & Operating Budget 
2018/19 Capital Works Program Budget  
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Formal adoption of the 2018/2019 Annual Plan and Budget (Operating and Capital). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Under section 71 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council is required to have an annual 
plan.  
 
Section 82 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) requires the General Manager to 
prepare estimates of the Council’s revenue and expenditure for each financial year. The 
Council’s 2018/19 Budget estimates have been prepared in accordance with the Act. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The following documents have been updated following the workshops held 21st May and 
13th June 2018. 
 
1. Annual Plan and Program Budget Operating 
2. Estimates Worksheets for Current Expenditure (Operating) 
3. Capital Expenditure Estimates – Source of Funds Analysis 
 
The documents are submitted for formal endorsement and approval at this meeting. 
 
Commentary 
 
2018/19 BUDGET 
 
The Annual Plan aligns to those strategies identified in the Southern Midlands Council 
Strategic Plan 2014 to 2023 (currently under revision) and strategies identified to date in 
the draft amended Strategic Plan 2018 to 2027. The specific actions have been extracted 
and included in the Annual Plan under each of the respective Programs. 
 
The Annual Plan is coupled to the budget development process recognising the direct 
influence on the allocation of resources. 
 
The key features of the 2018/19 Budget estimates are: 
 
- Total estimated revenue of $12.628 million 

- Total estimated operating expenditure of $10.971 million (includes depreciation) 

- Total estimated depreciation and asset write off of $2.856 million 

- Estimated net operating deficit of $365K in comparison to the Long Term Financial 

Management Plan of $210K 
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- Total estimated capital expenditure of $5.614 million (excluding carry forward 

amounts unspent) 

- Total estimated capital grant funding of $1.669 million 

- Total estimated asset sales of $353K 

- New borrowing of $850K 

- Increase in total Rates collected of $194K 

Section 82 of the Act requires the General Manager to prepare estimates of the Council’s 
revenue and expenditure for each financial year. Section (82 (2) and (3) read as follows: 
 

“82. Estimates 
…. 
(2) Estimates are to contain detail of the following: 
(a) the estimated revenue of the council; 
(b) the estimated expenditure of the council; 
(c) the estimated borrowings of the council; 
(d) the estimated capital works of the council; 
(e) any other detail required by the Minister. 
(3) Estimates for each financial year must –  
(a) be adopted by the council, with or without alteration, by absolute majority; 
and 
(b) be adopted before 31 August in each financial year; and 
(c) not be adopted more than one month before the start of that financial 
year.” 

 
The following Attachments are included: 
 
- Attachment 1 – 2018/19 Annual Plan and Operating Budget 

- Attachment 2 – 2018/19 Capital Works Program Budget Estimates 
 
1. BUDGETED OPERATING INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2018/19 

The net operating result is a deficit of $366K exclusive of capital funding and net revenue 
from sale of assets. This compares to a $565K deficit forecast for 2017/18.  This operating 
position has resulted primarily through an increase in Operating revenue of $269K, and an 
increase in Operating expenditure of $290K. 
 
Table 1.1 – Budget Income Statement 

 2016/17 
Actual 
($’000) 

2017/18 
Forecast 
($’000) 

2018/19 
Budget 
($’000) 

Revenue 
(Excluding Capital Grants & Property Sales) 
Rates & Charges $4,925 $5,175 $5,391 

User Charges $1,162 $968 $731 

Interest $125 $157 $177 

Gov’t Subsidies $0 $24 $24 

Commercial Revenue $360 $765 $765 

Operating Grants $5,038 $3,267 $3,356 

Other $267 $162 $162 

Total Revenue $11,877 $10,518 10,606 
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Expenditure 
 

Employee Costs $3,714 $3,950 $3,915 

Materials & Contracts $2,829 $3,228 $3,043 

Deprec. & Amortisation $2,952 $2,720 $2,855 

Borrowing Costs $45 $49 $31 

Fire Service Levy $199 $210 $221 

Commercial Expenses $0 $765 $765 

Other $351 $161 $141 

Total Expenses $10,090 $11,083 $10,971 

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) 
 

$1,787 ($565) ($365) 

Add Grants – Capital $1,187 $3,178 $1,669 

Add / (Less) Proceeds from Disposal 
(NCA’S) 

($121) $484 $353 

Assets Taken Up / Gifted $629   

Revaluation & Val Adjustments – 
NCA’s 

$1,505   

Surplus / (Deficit) $4,987 $3,097 $1,657 

 
General Rate - The General Rate has been increased by 1.90%. This percentage has 
been applied to the ‘cents in the dollar’ that was levied in 2017/18.  The Southern Midlands 
Council area was last revalued effective from 1st July 2015, which is in accordance with 
the six yearly revaluation cycle. In the intervening years, the Valuer-General provides 
adjustment factors every two years which are applied to the Assessed Annual Value. An 
adjustment factor of 1.05 for example means a 5% rise in AAV. 
 
Effective from 1st July 2017, the adjustment factor was 1.0 (meaning no change) for 
residential properties outside Campania, Mangalore, Bagdad and Oatlands - 1.05 for 
residential properties within those areas; 1.05 for primary production land. Adjustment 
factors greater than 1.0, as determined by the Valuer-General, will automatically increase 
the amount of rates payable by that class of ratepayers because it increases the AAV on 
which rates are based. 
 

General Rate 

2017/18 2018/19 

8.1691 cents in $AAV 
Minimum $310 

8.3243 cents in $AAV 
Minimum $310 

 
Fire Service Levy – the Fire Service Levy is an amount determined by the State Fire 
Commission under the Fire Service Act 1979, which Council is required to collect. The 
Levy is paid direct to the Commission, less retention of 4% commission.  The total levy to 
be collected in 2018/19 is $221,342 (2017/18 $209,622) - an increase of $11,720 or 5.59%.  
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Waste Management Levy – this is a charge levied on all rateable land. Multiple charges 
are levied where there is more than one dwelling on the property capable of being 
occupied. 
 

Waste Management 
Charge 

2017/18 2018/19 

$144 (Occupied) 
$48 (Vacant Allotment) 

$158 (Occupied) 
$52 (Vacant Allotment) 
 

 
The need to substantially increase the Waste Management Charge, in percentage terms, 
is influenced by: 
 
- An increase of $23.64 (excl. GST) in the cost per tonne being levied at the landfill 

disposal sites (from $58.18 to $81.82). An increase of 40%; and 

- An increase of 185% (from $35 per tonne to $100 per tonne) in the gate fee for the 

deposit of recyclables.  

Household Collection Charge - The annual charge for the new fortnightly service has 
been standardised across the municipality at $165. This price is again driven by the 
massive increase in costs associated with the disposal of waste to landfill and the deposit 
of recyclables at the recycling centre. 
 
Revenue – Fees and Charges - The 2018/19 Schedule of Fees and Charges is included 
as a separate Agenda Item. It provides details on the proposed fees for 2018/19. 
 
Revenue - Operating Grants (excludes Capital Grants) - Budgeted Operating Grant 
Income of $3.356 million (Budget amount of $3.267 million in 2016/17 – actual grant 
amount received of $3.202 million). The total budgeted amount solely relates to the 
General Purpose Financial Assistance Grant (FAGS) provided by the Australian 
Government. The indexation freeze, imposed by the Australian Government, was removed 
effective from 1st July 2017. 
 
Revenue – Other - The 2018/19 Budget for Other Revenue ($162K) remains constant 
with the 2017/18 financial year following a substantial decrease compared to the previous 
period. This directly related to the reduced distributions from the Tasmanian Water 
Corporation. Distributions have decreased from $228K per annum to $152K per annum. 
 
EXPENDITURE  
 
Employee Expenses - Employee expenses are budgeted to decrease by $35,000. The 
amount of Employee Expenses in the Operating Budget is influenced by the extent of 
Capital Works which are undertaken by Council employees (i.e. Wages are allocated in 
the Capital Budget), and salary increases flowing from the Southern Midlands Council 
Enterprise Agreement.  
 
Materials & Contracts - The budgeted amount of $3.043 million represents a 5.73% 
decrease ($185K) compared to the forecast 2017/18 allocation.  This can be largely 
attributed to the closure of the Visitor Information Centre, offset by an increase in payments 
to external Contractors to provide waste collection; transport and disposal services. 
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Capital Grant Funding - Council has budgeted to receive: 
 
a) ‘Roads to Recovery’ Grant of $344K ($878K in 2017/18). This being the final 

instalment of the current 4 year program. The decrease was fully anticipated by 

Council; 

b) $800K from the Tasmanian Government as the second instalment of the 

Government’s $2.0M commitment to the Oatlands Aquatic Centre;  

c) $450K (first two instalments of the Australian Government’s $1.50 million as its 

contribution to the Oatlands Aquatic Centre; and 

d) $75K from the Tasmanian Government as its contribution to the development of a 

small-scale community health facility at Kempton. 

Balance Sheet - Total net borrowings will increase by $773,000 resulting from a new loan 
of $750K for the Oatlands Aquatic Centre, and $100K for the Kempton Community Health 
facility. $77K is to be repaid in loan principle.  Total loan borrowings at the end of the 
2018/19 financial year will be $1.454 million.  
 
Budgeted Capital Expenditure - Total Capital Investment of $5.614 million (excluding 
any carry forward projects). This is budgeted across the various Asset Classes – refer 
attachment 2. 
 
The $5.614 million consists of: 
 

 $3.047 million on asset renewal / replacement projects – internally funded; 

 $1.325 million on Grant funded projects (combination of asset renewals and new 

assets); and 

 $1.242 million on Loan funded / Internal Reserve funded projects (new assets) 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council formally approve the 2018 / 2019 Annual Plan and Budget – Operating 
and Capital. 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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17.3.3 MINOR REVIEW AND CHANGES TO THE SCHEDULE OF FEES AND 
CHARGES 2017/18 AND ADOPTION OF SCHEDULE OF FEES AND 
CHARGES 2018/2019 

 
Author: MANAGER DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENT SERVICES (DAVID 

CUNDALL) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2018 

Attachment: 
SMC Schedule of Fees and Charges 2018-2019 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of this report is to consider several minor changes to the Southern Midlands 
Schedule of Fees and Charges and to adopt the Schedule of Fees and Charges for the 
upcoming 2018-2019 financial year. 
 
In considering the Fees and Charges Council are reminded that the schedule for animal 
management fees and services was adopted by Council separately at the May 2018 
meeting.  Accordingly this component of the proposed schedule is not under consideration. 
 
It is recommended that Council approve the attached SMC - Schedule of Fees and 
Charges: 2018-2019 and adopt the fee schedule for the upcoming financial year. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The fees and charges of the Southern Midlands Council are captured in a succinct 
document entitled Schedule of Fees and Charges: 2017-2018.  This document is typically 
reviewed each financial year to account for changes to legislation, review of services and 
review of charges in line with other Councils in Tasmania.  
 
The current Schedule of Fees and Charges: 2017-2018 was adopted in June 2017. The 
2017 review was a complete review of both services provided by Council and the 
associated charge rate(s).  This was workshopped with Council on the 22nd May 2017.  
The workshop was held in conjunction with the annual budgetary workshop sessions. 
 
The current review for the year 2018-2019 is a minor review and update. 
 
CHANGES TO SCHEDULE 
 
The following fees for services have been amended for the 2018-2019 year in the following 
table (Table 1). 
 

Service Current 
Fee 

Proposed 
Fee 

Reason 

Request for a 
Planning Scheme 
Amendment 

$1910.00 $2220.00 The current fee was not inclusive of 
the $310.00 fee charged to Council 
by the Tasmanian Planning 
Commission (TPC) for assessment 
of Scheme amendments.  

Application for a 
43A Permit and 

$1910.00 $2220.00 + 
$190.00 or 

The current fee is not consistent with 
the standard Development 
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Scheme 
Amendment 

0.1% value 
of works 
(whichever is 
greater) 

Application fee and was not inclusive 
of the TPC fees. The current DA fee 
is $190.00 or 0.1% value of works) 
this should be charged in addition to 
the amendment fee. 

Amendment to a 
Certificate of Likely 
Compliance for 
Notifiable Works 

Nil. $120.00 The fee covers the administrative 
costs of processing and recording an 
amendment to a Certificate of Likely 
Compliance for building works that 
do not require a permit (lower risk 
works that require a building 
surveyor - but do not require a permit 
from Council).  There is a fee for 
amendments to building permits but 
currently no fee for amendments to 
notifiable works. 

Right to Information 
Application 

$37.92 
(unless fee 
is waived) 

$39.50 
(unless fee is 
waived) 

The fee is set by the Department of 
Justice and is increased annually.  

 
Human Resources & Financial Implications - Human resources are contained to mostly 
Officer review of the Schedule, the administration of the review, Council consideration of 
the review (through this agenda report) the communication of the Schedule through 
website, and the internal communications and circulation of schedule to staff. 
 
In terms of financial implications Council continue to prescribe to the principles of cost 
recovery for services. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Nil. 
 
Communications - The adopted Fees will be displayed on the website and are available 
at each Council Office.  Ratepayers and members of the public can also request a copy of 
the Schedule. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame - The 2018-2019 Schedule of Fees and Charges 
if adopted by Council will be effective from 1st July 2018. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The report considers minor changes to the current fee schedule and the adoption of the 
Schedule of Fees and Charges for the upcoming financial year 2018-2019.  A full review 
of the Schedule is unnecessary at this time as Council undertook such a review for the 
2017-2018 year.  The Schedule is now considered up-to-date. 
 
The recommendation is that Council adopt the attached schedule inclusive of the changes 
for the year 2019-2019. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT  
 
A. This report be received by Council; and 
B. The Schedule of Fees and Charges for 2018-2019 be adopted by Council 

inclusive of those minor changes considered in this report. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.3 
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17.3.4 ADOPTION OF THE 2018 / 2019 RATES AND CHARGES RESOLUTION 
 
Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 21 JUNE 2017 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Formal adoption of the 2018 / 2019 Rates and Charges Resolution under the Local 
Government Act 1993 and the Fire Service Act 1979. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The following Rates & Charges Resolution (draft) has been based on the outcome of 
discussions through the budget workshops. 
 
2018 / 2019 RATES AND CHARGES RESOLUTION - SOUTHERN MIDLANDS 
COUNCIL 
 
THAT under the Local Government Act 1993 and the Fire Service Act 1979, the Southern 
Midlands Council has made the following rates and charges upon rateable land within the 
municipal area of Southern Midlands (“the municipal area”): 
 
1. General Rates 
 
Under section 90 (3) (c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (“the Act”) Council makes a 
general rate of 8.3243 cents in each dollar of Assessed Annual Value for all rateable land 
within the municipal area shown on the valuation list prepared under the Valuation of Land 
Act 2001 (“the valuation list”), subject to a minimum amount of $310.00 
 
2. Waste Management Charge 
 
Under section 94 (1) of the Act Council makes a separate services charge in respect of 
the service of waste management called the Waste Management Charge upon all rateable 
land, which is capable of use for residential purposes, and Council declares that the charge 
is to be calculated in accordance with the following formulae: 
 
a) or rateable land upon which a dwelling or dwellings are constructed: 
 

Waste Management Charge = $158 x D, where D is the number of dwellings on the 
rateable land, capable of being occupied. 

 
b) for rateable land upon which no dwelling is constructed: 
 

Waste Management Charge = $52.00  
 
3. Garbage Removal Charge 
 
a)  Under section 94 (1) of the Act Council makes a separate services charge of $165.00 

in respect of the service of waste management called the Garbage Removal Charge 
upon all rateable land. 
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b)  Under section 94 (3A) of the Act the Council declares that the Garbage Removal 
Charge is varied according to the level of service provided as follows: 

 
(i) for the land identified by Property Identification Number 7462339 the charge 

is $3,465.00; 
 
(ii) for land to which the Council does not provide a fortnightly garbage removal 

service and kerbside recycling service, the charge is zero. 
 
4. Fire Service Contributions 
 
For the Council’s contribution to the State Fire Commission:- 
 
(a)  for land within the Oatlands & Kempton Volunteer Brigade Rating District an amount 

of  0.4199 cents in the dollar on the assessed annual value of all rateable land subject 
to a minimum amount of $40.00; 

 
(b) for all other land in the municipal area an amount of 0.3735 cents in the dollar on the 

assessed annual value of the land subject to a minimum amount of $40.00. 
 
5. Instalments 
 
These rates and charges are for the year commencing 1st July, 2018 and ending 30th 
June 2019 and are payable by 4 equal instalments, the first payable 30 days after the issue 
of the rates notices, the second by 4.30 p.m. on 30th November 2018, the third by 4.30 
p.m. on 31st January 2019 and the fourth by 4.30 p.m. on 29th March 2019. 
 
Where a ratepayer elects to enter into an arrangement to pay the current rates and charges 
by monthly, fortnightly, or weekly instalments via one of the electronic payment options 
(including direct debit), then the instalment amounts will be calculated to settle the debt by 
30th June 2019. Penalty and interest will not be applied on any of the 2018-19 rates and 
charges at the relevant date, provided that the instalment arrangements are adhered to. 
In the event of default, penalty and interest is to be calculated on the outstanding amounts. 
 
6. Late Payments 
 
a) Penalty: A penalty of 5% applies to any rate or charge that is not paid on or before 

the date it falls due. 
 
b) Interest: In addition to the penalty, interest under section 128 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 will be charged at the rate of 7.5% per annum. 
 
7. Discount 
 
A discount of 1.7% will apply to all rates and charges paid in full within 30 days after the 
date of issue. This discount is not applicable to rates and charges which are paid in 
instalments. The payment due date will appear on the rates notice. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council adopt the 2018-2019 Rates and Charges resolution as presented. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr E Batt   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
 
Nil. 
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
Council to address urgent business items previously accepted onto the agenda. 
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THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) 

Regulations 2015 
Reference 

Confirmation of Closed Council Minutes – 23/05/18 15(2) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Legal Matter 15(2)(i) 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION  
(MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr E Batt   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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CLOSED COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 provides 
that Council may consider certain sensitive matters in Closed Meeting. 
 
The following matters have been listed in the Closed Meeting section of the Council 
Agenda in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015. 
 
 
20.1 CLOSED COUNCIL MINUTES - CONFIRMATION 
 
20.2 APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
20.3 LEGAL MATTER 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote 
AGAINST 

Mayor A E Bisdee OAM   

Dep. Mayor A O Green    

Clr A Bantick   

Clr E Batt   

Clr R Campbell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr D Marshall   
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

21. CLOSURE 


