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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
 
NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on  
 
Date: Wednesday, 23rd August 2023 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Venue: Kempton Municipal Offices, 85 Main Street, Kempton 

 
The Local Government Act 1993 section 65 provides the following: 
 
1. A general manager must ensure that any advice, information or recommendation given 

to the council or a council committee is given by a person who has the qualifications 

or experience necessary to give such advice, information or recommendation. 

2. A council or council committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the advice 

of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a)  the general manager certifies, in writing – 
 

(i)  that such advice was obtained; and 
(ii)  that the general manager took the advice into account in providing general advice 

to the council or council committee; and 
 
(b)  a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written transcript or summary 

of that advice is provided to the council or council committee with the general 
manager's certificate. 

 
I therefore certify that with respect to all advice, information or recommendation provided to 
the Council in or with this Agenda: 
 
(1) The advice, information or recommendation is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation; and 

(2) Where any advice is directly given by a person who does not have the required 

qualification or experience, that person has obtained and taken into account in that 

person’s general advice, the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced 

person.  
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Yours faithfully 

 
TF Kirkwood 

GENERAL MANAGER  
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Dennis Cousens to recite prayers. 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet today, and 
recognise their continuing connection to the land, water and to community. We pay respects 
to Elders past, present and emerging. 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
 
Clr Fraser Miller. 
 
 
 

5. MINUTES 
 

5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on the 26th 
July 2023, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 26th July 2023 
be confirmed. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Woodsdale Hall General Committee Meeting Minutes – 24th July 2023 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the above Special Committees of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

 

5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Woodsdale Hall General Committee Meeting Minutes – 24th July 2023 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the above Special 
Committees of Council be endorsed. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 
Act 1993) 

 
 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
Nil. 
 

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 

Nil. 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2015, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
Two workshops have been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 
 
A workshop was held on the 26th July 2023 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands commencing 
at 12.30 p.m. 
 

Attendance:  Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clrs A E Bisdee OAM, D 
Blackwell, D Fish, and F Miller 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, D Richardson, W Young, G Finn, J Croswell and S 
Holliday. 

Apologies:  Clr R McDougall. 

 
The purpose of the Workshop was to provide Council with an update and briefing in relation 
to the proposed upgrade/redevelopment of the Woodsdale Recreation Ground and the 
Woodsdale Football Club. 
 
Outcomes to be reported as an Agenda Item for the next scheduled Council Meeting. 
 
The workshop concluded at approximately 1.15 p.m.  
 
A workshop was held on the 14th August 2023 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands 
commencing at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clrs A E Bisdee OAM, D 

Blackwell, D Fish, and F Miller (remotely) 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, W Young, G Finn, B Williams and S Holliday. 

Apologies:  Clr R McDougall. 

 
The purpose of the Workshop was to consider the following items: 
 

- TasWater Presentation - Representatives from TasWater (CEO George Theo; 

General Manager Matt Derbyshire & Community and Stakeholder Engagement 

Specialist - Dominic Hughes) attended the workshop to outline TasWater’s key 

business activities over the past year and provide some details on local projects of 

interest. 

 

- Policy Discussion – Fire Abatement – manager Development & Environmental 

Services (Grant Finn) presented a draft Fire Abatement Policy. To be circulated for 

further feedback ad comment prior to presentation to Council. 

 

- Governor of Tasmania – Official Visit to the Municipality of Southern Midlands Initial 

discussion relating to an Itinerary for the visit scheduled for the 15th September 2023. 
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- 9 Barrack Street, Oatlands – Discussion re: future use of the property 

Outcomes to be reported as an Agenda Item for the next scheduled Council Meeting. 
 

- Grant Funding Programs - further discussion to clarify proposed (and potential) 

applications. Grant Programs available: 

 LGAT Open Spaces Grant Program 

 Australian Government – Growing Regions Program 

 Department of State Growth – Better Active Transport 

 Department of State Growth (Active Tasmania) – Tasmanian Active 

Infrastructure Grants Program 

 

- Office of Local Government – State-wide Learning and Development Framework 

(Elected Members) 

Reminder to Councillors about this framework and the need to complete the Online Learning 
Packages.  
 

- Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Proposal for Art Installation 

Initial discussion relating to possible design options and the best way to progress. Mayor 
Batt to undertake further consultation. 
 
The workshop concluded at approximately 12.00 noon. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 
 

7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1)  A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)   An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
 
Nil. 

 
 

  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 23rd August 2023 

Page 12 of 70 

7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1)  A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2)  In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary to 
explain the question. 
 
(3)  The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without notice or 
its answer. 
 
(4)  The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without notice at 
a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5)  The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it does not 
relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6)  Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7)  The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without notice in 
writing. 

 
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature. 
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items 
not appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance with 
the provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015, the agenda is to make provision for public question 
time. 
 
In particular, Regulation 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2015 states: 

 
(1) Members of the public may give written notice to the General Manager 7 days before 

an ordinary meeting of Council of a question to be asked at the meeting. 
 
(2) The chairperson may – 
(a) address questions on notice submitted by members of the public; and 
(b) invite any member of the public present at an ordinary meeting to ask questions 

relating to the activities of the Council. 
 
(3) The chairperson at an ordinary meeting of a council must ensure that, if required, at 

least 15 minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the 
public. 

 
(4) A question by any member of the public under this regulation and an answer to that 

question are not to be debated. 
 
(5) The chairperson may – 
(a) refuse to accept a question; or 
(b) require a question to be put on notice and in writing to be answered at a later 

meeting. 
 
(6) If the chairperson refuses to accept a question, the chairperson is to give reasons 
for doing so. 

 
Councillors are advised that, at the time of issuing the Agenda, no Questions on Notice had 
been received from a member of the Public.  
 
 
 

10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 

 

11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2015 

 
Nil.  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 23rd August 2023 

Page 16 of 70 

12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 

Nil. 
 
 

12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.4 Planning (Other) 
 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY] 
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 

13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 
 

13.4 Lighting 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
13.6 Sewers / Water 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 

satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 

 
13.7 Drainage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil.  



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 23rd August 2023 

Page 18 of 70 

13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 
 
 

Nil. 
 

13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works  
 

13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 
Author: MANAGER INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date:  15th August 2023 

 

Roads Program 
 
Council’s graders have been working on various Roads with the bus routes being the priority 
roads for grading as required. The focus has been to prioritise the higher traffic usage areas 
of roads. General road maintenance and repairs will continue, including works on pavement 
repairs and table drain clearing on a priority basis. 
 
 
Current Capital Work. 
 
 
Planning design works have are almost completed for the upgrade of Interlaken road. The 
first draft is completed and now working on tender documents and specifications. 
 
Bagdad-Mangalore hydraulic flood assessment works have commenced. 
 
Reeve-Climie Street Campania upgrades to curb and gutter and footpaths have 
commenced. These works are to improve the existing access to the carpark and footpath 
linkages.  
 
Erskine Street Kempton curb and gutter works are completed. 
 
Blackgate and Tunnack Road junction has been asphalted. 
  
 
Parks and Reserves 
 
General maintenance of parks and reserves will continue with a focus on ensuring growth 
is maintained at an acceptable level. Council’s parks and reserves personnel have been 
undertaking annual tree pruning and preventative maintenance works.   
 
Bridge Works 
 
A number of bridges will require some minor rectification works over the coming period as 
a result of weather conditions. 
 
Building Services Unit 
 
Councils building services unit have commenced construction of the Bagdad child care 
centre additions, this involves the construction and fitting out of a shed and associated 
works. These works are almost completed.  
 
Construction of 2 accommodation units in Oatlands will commence shortly, the shed at the 
site has been removed.  
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Planned Works  
 
The following capital works are planned for the coming period 
  

 Drainage and pavement repairs various roads.   

 Undertake various bridge maintenance repairs.    

 Re-Sheeting various un-sealed roads. 

 Continue footpath and curb works Climie Street Campania. 

 Continue preliminary planning for Interlaken Road Re-Construction works. 

 Commence construction of accommodation units Oatlands. 

 Complete Bagdad childcare centre works. 

 
 
QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO MANAGER, INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E. Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 

/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
 
 
14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 
access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 
Nil.  
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 

 

15.1.1  Heritage Project Program Report 
 
Author: MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 17th August 2023 

ISSUE 

 

Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage 

  

DETAIL 
 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 

 Support & administration of the Artist in Residence Program. The August artist was 
Heather Dunn, textile Artist from Bathurst in NSW. Heather works in woven tapestry, 
collage of cloth and paper, printmaking and works on paper.  Heather hosted several  
open days for the public to participate in weaving on a selection of frame looms.  
Heather reported approx. 220 people visiting AirSpace during the Heritage and 
Bullock Festival and an average of 44 visitors each day during non-festival open days. 

  

 The History and Heritage speaker series at the Oatlands Court House, as part of the 
H&B Festival, attracted 8 speakers and 150 visitors over the two days. 

   

 The Drunk and Disorderly exhibition has been installed at the Oatlands Gaoler’s 
Residence and will remain open for a couple of months. Approximately 500 people 
visited the exhibition on the H&B Festival weekend. 

  

 Roofing works are complete at the Gay Street Hall.  Rewiring works are progressing. 

  

 Final engineering report has been received for the Oatlands Pool demolition, in 
preparation for the development application. 

   

 Planning of the Performing Arts in Southern Midlands initiative for council 
consideration in the near future. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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15.2  Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 

Author:  NRM PROGRAMS MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 

Date: 15th August 2023 

ISSUE: Southern Midlands NRM Unit Monthly Report. 
 
DETAIL 
 
 Maria continues to work on the proposed toilet block at Callington Park. A hydraulic 

engineer is assessing the proposal.  TasWater have assisted with determining some 
levels at the sewer pump station on the foreshore. An underground asset services 
location assessment also occurred, as this was requested by the hydraulic engineer.  
Once we have more definite plans for the sewer line route, the details will be sent to Parks 
and Wildlife for a Reserve Activity Assessment as well as TasWater to sign off on the 
proposal from a technical perspective. 

 

 SMC has been nominated by the Regional Drummuster Co-ordinator for a Drummuster 
award.  The outcome was announced in late July 2023. The Wingecarribee Council in 
New South Wales was declared the winner.   

 
 Time was spent on updating the waste transfer station signage fees for 23/24 after the 

overlay stickers were obtained. The new fees are now being charged at the three 
Southern Midlands locations.  

 

 Trees for the Midlands Tree Committee were delivered in late July and have been 
distributed to Members next week. Only 1500 trees were distributed between 20 
landholders, paid for out of Committee funds. There was no State or Australian 
Government grant funding to be obtained to purchase a larger quantity of trees.   

 

 Helen has been working on background information in order to develop a Digital 
Connectivity Plan with Telstra. There has been extensive research undertaken to get the 
relevant information together.  

 
 The Tas Irrigation (TI) documents regarding the agreement between Southern Midlands 

Council and TI in respect to water for Lake Dulverton were recently signed by TI.  Both 
parties now have signed the documents (following Council meeting in June 2023).  Each 
party now holds signed copies. This means we have formally secured a supplementary 
water supply for the lake for up to 100 years (life of the Midlands Water Scheme). 

 

 Ordered the QuickSpray dual reel unit. Expected delivery time sometime in October. The 
unit comes from Queensland.  
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Weeds Officer Report, Mary Smyth 
 
17th July – 14th August 2023 
 
Enquiries/feedback 
5 (Cumbungi, Spanish heath x3, and Gorse) 
 
Site visits 
 
Total = 9 
 
Checked and mapped two Spanish heath sites at Campania; one clear, the other still 
many small plants on the roadside. Mapped, flowers removed, and sprayed on a follow-up 
visit.  
Checked and mapped a new infestation of Spanish heath on a property near Sand Marsh 
Road. 
Checked a new infestation of Spanish heath near previously recorded plants along Sand 
Marsh Road. This particular site is under Glamorgan Spring Bay council jurisdiction and 
the council has been informed. Noted on this visit that a local SMC landholder nearby had 
dug out the small infestation on their place (letter sent late June and follow-up 
encouragement from a keen local weed spotter contributed to this result). 
Called in to discuss boundary gorse issues along the driveway of a Parattah property. 
Visit to neighbour of above property undertaken but owner wasn’t home.   
Inspected Stemless thistle site (see below). 
 
Related and extra-curricular activities 
 
(Note, most of the activities listed here every month are undertaken in my own time). 
Assisted Maria and Helen to sort and distribute approximately 1500 tubestock trees and 
shrubs to members of the Midlands Tree Committee. Donated 80 shrubs which I’d grown 
myself.   
Collected a couple of samples of eucalypts in a tree-line opposite Beard’s Road, Parattah. 
Owner is keen to plant more trees like it but doesn’t know the species. I offered to drop 
samples off to herbarium, which I did on my way to a gardening job on the 11th August. 
Matt Baker showed me a nifty website to try to key out eucalypts myself, and encouraged 
me to enter weeds/trees etc. on to the iNaturalist app. In this instance, I have left 6 
eucalypt samples with the herbarium to confirm my identification skills. 
Enrolled in a Besom heath (Erica scoparia) field day at Bridgenorth on 17th August. Besom 
heath is not found in SMC at present but I would like to get my eye in so that if I see any in 
my travels, I will know what it is. 
 
Stemless thistle grant 
 
Site visit on 25th July with lessee, weeds contractor and weeds officer. 6 plants found (first 
for the season). Discussions, walk-around, checking water source for spray tank etc. 
Spraying will occur late September with a follow-up in November. 
Matt Baker from the Tasmanian Herbarium is keen to see Stemless thistle in situ: I will be 
contacting him so he can accompany me next time I will be on site. 
Formulated and sent a letter to owners of all properties surrounding the stemless thistle 
site asking them to keep an eye out for any rosettes. Since this thistle was discovered, 
there have so far been no reports of it spreading to neighboring properties and it is hoped 
that this is still the case. 
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Communication 
 
Trying to organize for the lessees of Woodsdale Cemetery to undertake Spanish heath 
control (ongoing). 
Sought advice from Karen Stewart (Policy and Planning Officer, Invasive Species Branch, 
Biosecurity Tasmania) on various issues. 
Submitted an article on Spanish heath for the Ratepayer’s newsletter. 
Submitted and article on thistles for the Southern Midlands Regional Newsletter. 
 
Research 
 
Examined quotation discrepancies and Teknix equipment for the Quikcorp dual hose reel 
appliance order. Spoke to Teknix contact with Maria to gauge pricing etc. 
Researching weeds and fire concerns from a ratepayer regarding tyres surrounding an on-
property dirt bike track. Turns out there’s not a lot that can be done in this instance. 
 
Roadside weeds data base 
 
Report completed (except for illustrations). Submission and action awaiting DR’s return 
from leave. 
  
Weed of the Week 
 
Tagasaste, Cootamundra wattle, Montpellier broom and Firethorn displayed in the 
Oatlands front office this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 
Nil. 
 

 
 
 
15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

 
15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 

Animal Management Officer currently on leave and report unavailable. 
 
 
 
 
15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 
Nil 
 
 
 
 

16.2 Recreation 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

16.2.1 Woodsdale Recreation Ground – Proposed Upgrade(s) 

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 16 AUGUST 2023 

Enclosure(s): 
Holdfast Building Surveyors – Concept Plan 
Taylor and Beeson Building – Letter dated 25th July 2023 
Woodsdale Recreation Ground – copy of report provided to Woodsdale Football Club 
(September 022) 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider the outcomes of the workshop held 26th July 2023 relating to the 
proposed upgrade of the Woodsdale Recreation Ground property. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Council, at its workshop held 26th July 2023, were provided with an update in relation to the 
current status of the Woodsdale Recreation Ground and were informed about the actions 
taken by the Woodsdale Football Club to date. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The following documents were submitted to the workshop for review: 
 

a) A copy of the concept plan prepared by Holdfast Building Surveyors (Nigel Grice). 

The covering Email indicated that this Plan would achieve the minimum compliance 

in terms of the National Construction Code.  

b) A copy of a letter dated 25th July 2023 from Taylor and Beeson Building which 

proposed a construction cost of $150,000 to complete a detailed listing of works. 

Note: It is unclear whether this is an actual quotation or a projected cost, noting that 

the Building Surveyor indicates that the final documentation will need to consider all 
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building fabrics and linings in detail. In the absence of this information, it would be 

difficult to provide an accurate quotation. 

The workshop session also included a recap of all the defects that were reported back in 
September 2022 (refer copy attached). The following is a summary of those issues that still 
need to be considered: 
 

- a decision needs to be made in regard to the relocation of the Toilet facility from the 
Colebrook Recreation Ground (noting that there has been some suggestion that the 
Colebrook Cricket Club will be revived). Ignoring the issue with the Cricket Club, the 
relocation would require planning and building approval, and would be dependent on 
addressing the wastewater treatment system. 

- the need to construct an additional toilet facility in the absence of approval to relocate 
the toilet; 

- the need to engage a Wastewater expert to assess and design a suitable wastewater 
treatment system; 

- upgrade of the Ground itself (i.e. playing surface; levels and drainage); 
- electrical upgrade - both ground lighting to meet the minimum lux requirements for 

lighting to facilitate local level training; and the assessment of the existing electrical 
infrastructure taking into account additional loading associated with proposed 
upgrade(s); 

- removal of the barbed wire from the boundary fence and upgrade of fencing generally 
to prevent sheep (and other animals) straying onto the playing surface; and 

- provision of adequate car parking to cater for participants and spectators, plus the 
disabled parking requirements. 

 
Whilst Council acknowledged that the concept plan provided by Holdfast Building Surveyors 
may meet the National Construction Code, the design elements are well short of the ‘AFL 
Preferred Facility Guidelines’, even to the extent that Council thought that the scope of the 
proposed upgrade is certainly below what could be considered an acceptable standard (e.g. 
no urinals within the change rooms; possibly two showers only in each end of the change 
rooms; the actual size etc.). Particular reference is made to the AFL Facility Guidelines which 
state: “It is acknowledged that many existing facilities may not meet preferred provision. 
However, it is not intended that these Guidelines be used as a basis for assessing the 
suitability of existing facilities. Rather, should existing facilities be considered for upgrade, 
then where possible, the Guidelines should be used to inform facility provision”. 
 
Whilst no decision was made at the workshop, significant concerns were noted that level of 
investment required is not justified or warranted. 
 
At the time of preparing this Agenda item, it is acknowledged that available Councillors were 
meeting on-site with representatives from the Woodsdale Football Club. A recommendation 
has been withheld pending a report back on that meeting. 
 
Whilst no decision was made at the workshop, significant concerns were noted that level of 
investment required is not justified or warranted. 
 
At the time of preparing this Agenda item, it is acknowledged that available Councillors were 
meeting on-site with representatives from the Woodsdale Football Club. A recommendation 
has been withheld pending a report back on that meeting. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer information provided above. 
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Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – To be considered. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
To be submitted. 
 
 
 

 
DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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Aenda Item 16.2.1 ENCLOSURE 
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16.2.2 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
Author: OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE COORDINATOR (ADAM BRIGGS)  

Date:  18th AUGUST 2023 

 
Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinator’s Report for the month July/August 2023. 
   
BACKGROUND 
 
The Oatlands Aquatic Centre opened to the public on Monday 14th November 2022. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 

1. To report on the financial performance of the Centre compared to budget for the 
relevant month ending; and 

2. To provide details regarding usage of the facility. 

 

 
 



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 23rd August 2023 

Page 45 of 70 

 
Financial Reporting: 
 
 
Operating Budget: 
 

Income   Annual Budget 
2023/24 

July 
2023 

YTD 
Total 

% of Budget 
 

Pool – Admission Fees Casual Fees  $37,360 $3,957 $3,957 10.6% 

 Memberships & Season Passes  $157,426 $3,867 $3,867 2.5% 

 Group Bookings & Learn to Swim  $81,714 $3,211 $3,211 3.9% 

 Sale of Goods  $9,500 $686 $686 7.2% 

Local Gov’t Loan 
Subsidy  (Year 3 of 3) 

  $45,107 $0 $0 0% 

     Sub-Total   $331,107 $11,720 $11,720 3.5% 

 
 
 

Expenditure   Annual Budget 
2023/24 

July 
2023 

YTD 
Total 

% of Budget 
 

Salaries (incl. On-Costs)   $504,561 $39,067 $39,067 7.7% 

Operating Costs - Other   $245,072 $16,992 $16,992 6.9% 

Loan Interest   $45,107 $0 $0 0% 

     Total Expenditure   $794,700 $56,060 $56,060 7.1% 

Note – Includes ‘Splash in Good Fun’ Grant related expenses 

     Budgeted Deficit   ($463,633) ($44,339) ($44,339) 9.6% 
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Group Bookings & Programs – July/August: 
 

Event / Booking School / Group Participation Numbers 
Centre Hire / Student Visits Oatlands District School 5 group or individual bookings 

Public Visits  Reclink Community Program 34 participants 

Learn to Swim Lessons Term 3 Program 101 participants  

Physio Rehab Sessions Annabel Butler – Physiotherapist 3 individual bookings 

NDIS Gym Sessions NDIS Client 2 individual bookings 

Oatlands School Learn to 
Swim Program 

Education Department 45 participants 

 

USAGE FOR THE PERIOD 14/07/2023 – 14/08/2023 
PAID UPFRONT 

Type Units 

Gym & Fitness 
 

Gym & Fitness Class Passes/10 Sessions 2 

Gym & Fitness Class Passes/5 Sessions 0 

Gym & Fitness Class Session (17 years) PAYG 8 

Gym & Fitness Class Session (Concession) PAYG 12 

PAYG Class Pass (16 years) 0 

Gym  

PAYG Gym (17 years) 10 

PAYG Gym (Concession) 6 

Personal Training  

Personal Training – 30 Mins 3 

Personal Training – 1 Hr 0 

Learn to Swim  

4 Day School Holiday Learn to Swim  0 

5 Day School Holiday Learn to Swim 0 

6 Week Learn to Swim 0 

11 Week Learn to Swim 0 

10 Week Learn to Swim 40 

Adult Learn to Swim 1 

Pool  

Pool Passes 10 Sessions (Child) 1 

Pool Pass 10 Session (17 years) 2 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (17 +) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (concession) 0 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Family) 0 

PAYG – Pool (4 years and under) 21 

PAYG - Pool (5-16) 197 

PAYG - Pool (17) 173 

PAYG - Pool (Concession) 114 

PAYG - (Family) 9 

Pool/Gym Combo PAYG 5 



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 23rd August 2023 

Page 47 of 70 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership - Renewal 1 

DIRECT DEBITS – Current Numbers 

Type Units 

DD Pool/Gym 12 

DD Class/Pool 37 

DD Pool/Gym/Class 3 

DD Gym 2 

DD Class/Gym 11 

DD 6 Months Pool – 17 years + 4 

DD 6 Months Pool – Child/Concession 1 

DD 6 Months Pool – Family 3 
 
 
Grant Applications 
 
See below an update on the current Grant Application: 
 

 Tasmanian Government - Premier’s Fund for Children & Young People: We 

applied for $50,000.00 to put towards programs at Oatlands Aquatic Centre, which 

we have been successful in receiving. This founding has already been used to 

purchase large Learn to Swim Equipment with the remainder of the money to be used 

in 2023 on Learn to Swim lessons and training courses. 

 

 Womensport & Recreation Tasmania’s Get Active Small Grant Program: 

We applied for a small $800.00 grant to put towards a 8 week program at Oatlands 

Aquatic Centre for a small community program, which we have been successful in 

receiving. This program has begun with currently 6 participants taking part in the 

sessions. 

 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Not applicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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16.3 Access 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 

Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
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16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 

sustainability. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
 
Nil.  
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 
17.1 Improvement 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 
Continuous Improvement framework 

 
Nil. 
 
 

17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 

to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 
Mr P Morrell Re: Old Kempton Distillery (26 Main Street, Kempton)  
 

Attachment(s): 
Report dated August 2023 
 
Mr Morell, a resident of Main Street, Kempton has submitted a Report entitled ‘A Report 
Concerning Public Safety and Risks Associated with an Alcohol Spirit facility at 26 Main Street, 
Kempton’. 
 
Mr Morrell has requested that a copy of his report be tabled at this Council Meeting for 
discussion. 
 
General Managers Comments: 
 
Content of the report is to be considered by the relevant Council officers, and where 
appropriate and necessary, issues raised will be referred to other responsible agencies for 
consideration and action as required. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
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17.3 Finances 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (period ending 31 July 2023) 
 
Author: FINANCE OFFICER (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 16 August 2023 
 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 31st July 2023. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Operating Expenditure Report includes a Year to Date (YTD) Budget Column, with 
variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets. 
 
Note: Depreciation is calculated on an annual basis at the end of the financial year. The 
budget and expense for depreciation are included in the June period. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2022 to 31 July 2023. 

 Operating Expenditure Report – 1 July 2022 to 31 July 2023. 

 Capital Expenditure Report – 1 July 2022 to 31 July 2023. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2022 to 31 July 2023. 

 
OPERATING EXPENDITURE (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall operating expenditure to end of July was $760,885 which represents 76.3% of the 
Year to Date Budget.  
 
Whilst there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 
Nil. 
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Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme –Organisation 
 
Nil. 
 
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAM 
 
Projects from our 2023-24 Capital Program are yet to be nominated for our Roads to 
Recovery allocation for 2023-24 of $665,531. Once selected those projects will be identified 
as grant funded on the Capital Expenditure Report. 
 
Capital expenditure projects are colour coded to signify the grant program and show the 
completion deadlines. A legend of the colour coding is as below: 
 
 
Legend – Source and completion deadlines for grant funded projects 
 

Roads to Recovery 
It is the Government’s intention that the full allocation is budgeted 
and spent in the year allocated 

Local Road and Community 
Infrastructure (LRCI)  

Phase 3 - 30 June 2024 / Phase 4 – 30 June 2025 (use or lose) 

Other Specific Purpose Grants Completion date as per grant deed or approved extension date 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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17.3.2 2022/2023 Southern Midlands Council – Complete set of Financial 
Statements 

 

AUTHOR:  GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) & FINANCE OFFICER (A 
BURBURY) 

DATE:  17 AUGUST 2022 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Nil. 
 

Attachment(s): 
Southern Midlands Council – Financial Statements - 2022/2023 Financial Year 
Heritage Building Solutions Pty Ltd – Year Ended 30 June 2023 (Information Only) 
Heritage Education & Skills Centre Ltd – Year Ended 30 June 2023 (Information Only) 
 
ISSUE 
 
Tabling of Financial Statement(s) in accordance with section 84 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Section 84 of the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) requires the General Manager 
to prepare and forward to the Auditor-General a copy of the council’s financial 
statements for each financial year in accordance with the Audit Act 2008. 
 
The following is an extract from the Local Government Act 1993: 
 

“84.   Financial statements 
(1)  The general manager is to prepare and forward to the Auditor-General a copy 
of the council's financial statements for each financial year in accordance with the 
Audit Act 2008 . 
(2)  Any financial statement for a financial year is to– 
(a.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   
(b) specify any interests as notified to the general manager of any councillor in 
respect of any body or organisation with which the council has major financial 
dealings; and 
(c) contain a comparison between the council's actual and estimated revenue and 
expenditure for that financial year; and 
(d) contain a statement of any revenue and expenditure of a council committee, 
a special committee or a controlling authority; and 
(da) contain a statement of the operating, capital and competitive neutrality costs 
in respect of each significant business activity undertaken by the council during 
that financial year together with a statement of the revenue associated with that 
activity; and 
(db) contain financial management indicators, and asset management indicators, 
specified in an order under subsection (2A) ; and 
(e) contain any other information the Minister determines. 
(2A)  The Minister, by order, may specify – 
(a) financial management indicators; and 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2008-049
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government++act%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E11%2F08%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS84@Gs2A@EN
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(b) asset management indicators – 
to be included in the financial statements of councils. 
(2B)  The Minister is to consult with councils as to the matters to be included in 
an order under subsection (2A) . 
(3)  The general manager is to certify that, in accordance with this Act and any 
other relevant Act, the financial statements fairly represent – 
(a) the financial position of the council; and 
(b) the results of the council's operations; and 
(c) the cash flow of the council. 
(4)  The general manager is to ensure that the certified financial statements are 
tabled at a meeting of the council as soon as practicable. 
(5)  In this section – 
competitive neutrality costs means the costs required to be taken into account 
under the competitive neutrality principles.” 

 
The Audit Act 2008 requires the statements to be lodged with 45 days after the end of 
each financial year. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer attached copy of the 2022/23 Financial Report.  
 
In relation to Heritage Building Solutions Pty Ltd and Heritage Education and Skills 
Centre Ltd), the Board has signed the Financial Statements for the two entities on 14th 
August 2023 (i.e. They are provided for information purposes, noting that the figures 
are consolidated into the Southern Midlands Council Statements). 
 
It is confirmed that the Southern Midlands Council’s Statement(s) were lodged with the 
Auditor-General (Tasmanian Audit Office) on Monday 14th August 2023 which is within 
the legislative timeframe of 45 days as required by the Audit Act 2008. 
 
The draft Statements, which are still subject to audit, will be presented to Council’s 
Audit Panel’s meeting to be held late August/early September 2022. 
 
The following information details some of the more significant variances in the 
‘Consolidated Statement of Profit or Loss and Other Comprehensive Income’: 
 
 
 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095?query=((PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22act.reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3C%3E%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000))+OR+(PrintType%3D%22reprint%22+AND+Amending%3D%22pure%22+AND+PitValid%3D%40pointInTime(20190811000000)))+AND+Title%3D(%22local%22+AND+%22government%22+AND+%22act%22)&dQuery=Document+Types%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EActs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+Acts%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ESRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%2C+%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3EAmending+SRs%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Search+In%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3ETitle%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+All+Words%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3Elocal+government++act%3C%2Fspan%3E%22%2C+Point+In+Time%3D%22%3Cspan+class%3D'dq-highlight'%3E11%2F08%2F2019%3C%2Fspan%3E%22#GS84@Gs2A@EN
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 Budget 
$ 

Actual 
$ 

Variance 
$ 

Comments 

Consolidated Statement 
of Comprehensive 
Income 

    

RECURRENT INCOME     

User Fees 1,095 1,991 896 Volunteer Contributions of $128K are not budgeted but recognised as 
Income – offset in Expenses 
Received an unbudgeted amount of $301,325 received through the 
‘Natural Disaster Relief & Recovery Arrangements’ following the October 
2022 flood event. 
$504K (not budgeted) received from private works undertaken through 
the Building Services Unit (work commitments transferred from Heritage 
Building Solutions Pty Ltd). 
 

Grants - Recurrent 3,786 5,460 1,674 Commonwealth Financial Assistance Grant (FAGS) – The 
Commonwealth advanced the full 2023/24 entitlement of $4,206 million  
in 2022/23. This advance is offset by $2.852 million which relates to 
2022/23 but was received in advance in 2021/22. The difference being 
$1.354 million.  
Council also received an additional $283,200 in excess of the amount 
budgeted for the FAGS (Budget $3,785,930 – received $4,069,130). 
 

Interest on Investments 48 476 428 Substantial increase in ‘interest on investment’ rates during the reporting 
period. 
The reported amount includes $53K interest received on the advance 
funding provided to Heritage Building Solutions Pty Ltd and the Heritage 
Education and Skills Centre Ltd at the time of establishment. 
 

Contract Income 0 110 110 Consolidated revenue from Heritage Building Solutions Pty Ltd. A budget 
was not allocated as the business was being wound-up and activities 
transferred to Council. This income amount was processed through the 
HBS financial records. 
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 Budget 
$ 

Actual 
$ 

Variance 
$ 

Comments 

NET CAPITAL INCOME     

Grants - Capital 3,876 3,033 -843 Approved Grant for Rural & Remote Roads Program of $1.069 million 
budgeted – not received prior to year-end. 
Black Spot Grant Finding - $150K received – not budgeted. 
Black Summer Bushfire Grant - $93 received for the Broadmarsh 
Community Hall – not budgeted. Project being managed by SMC. 

EXPENSES FROM 
CONTINUING 
OPERATIONS 

    

Employee Benefits 4,802 4,577 -225 Reduced employee costs in the Statement of Comprehensive Income 
due to focus on Capital Works during the reporting period. 

Materials and Contracts 3,433 3,815 382 Volunteer Contributions of $128K are not budgeted but recognised as an 
expense – offset in Income. 
 
 

Depreciation 3,521 4,068 547 $145K increase in Building Asset Depreciation – mainly relates to the 
completion and recognition of the Oatlands Aquatic Centre. 
$284 increase in Road Asset Depreciation. 
$10K increase in Bridge Asset depreciation due to a revaluation of 
Bridges. 
$52K increase in Plant & Machinery Asset depreciation due to recent 
asset replacement purchases. 
$29K amortisation of the Municipal Revaluation which took effect from 1st 
July 2022. 
 

Other Expenses 155 724 569 The Actual amount Includes Private Works expenditure of $437K which 
was higher than budgeted but offset by additional income. The $437K 
includes $219K (not budgeted) related to expenditure on private works 
undertaken through the Building Services Unit (work commitments 
transferred from Heritage Building Solutions Pty Ltd). 
$24K increase in Audit Fees relating to specific purpose Grants (not 
budgeted). 
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  Actual 
$ 

 Comments 

Consolidated Statement 
of Financial Position 

    

Contract Liabilities  1,044  Capital Grants received but not expended. The majority (i.e. $836,566) 
relates to the Broadmarsh Community Hall’s Black Summer Bushfire 
Grant. 

Current Liability – Interest-
bearing loans and 
borrowings 

 4,023  Increase in current liability to provide for the repayment of the entire loan 
balance for the Oatlands Aquatic Centre. 

Investment in Water 
Corporation 

 11,914  Council’s equity share in TasWater increased by $328K in 2022/23. 
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The General Manager and/or Finance Officer will provide any further explanation required 
and respond to any questions. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Nil. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Council Web Site Implications - A copy of the audited Statement will be included on the 
website as part of the 2022/23 Annual Report when completed. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Report completed and submitted to the Auditor 
General within the statutory timeframe. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council receive the following: 
 
1. Southern Midlands Council - Complete set of Financial Statements 2022/23; 

2. Heritage Building Solutions Pty Ltd – Financial Statements for Year Ended 30 
June 2023; 

3. Heritage Education and Skills Centre Ltd - Financial Statements for Year Ended 
30 June 2023. 

 
 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 

 

19.  CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE AGENDA  
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015 

Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 15(2)(g) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 15(2)(h) 

Property Matter - Tunbridge 15(2)(f) 

Property Matter - Oatlands 15(2)(f) 

 
 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2015, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 
 

DECISION (MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   
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CLOSED COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
 

20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
 

 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
 
 
20.4 Property Matter – Tunbridge 
 
 
 
20.4 Property Matter – Oatlands 
 
 

 
OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

21. CLOSURE 


