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Dear Sir/Madam 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
Notice is hereby given that the next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on  
 

Date: Wednesday, 22nd July 2026 

Time: 10.00 a.m. 

Venue: Kempton Municipal Offices, 85 Main Street, Kempton 

The Local Government Act 1993 section 65 provides the following: 

1. A general manager must ensure that any advice, information or recommendation given 

to the council or a council committee is given by a person who has the qualifications 

or experience necessary to give such advice, information or recommendation. 

2. A council or council committee is not to decide on any matter which requires the advice 

of a qualified person without considering such advice unless – 

(a)  the general manager certifies, in writing – 

(i)  that such advice was obtained; and 

(ii)  that the general manager took the advice into account in providing general advice 
to the council or council committee; and 

(b)  a copy of that advice or, if the advice was given orally, a written transcript or summary 
of that advice is provided to the council or council committee with the general 
manager's certificate. 

I therefore certify that with respect to all advice, information or recommendation provided to 
the Council in or with this Agenda: 

(1) The advice, information or recommendation is given by a person who has the 

qualifications or experience necessary to give such advice, information or 

recommendation; and 

(2) Where any advice is directly given by a person who does not have the required 

qualification or experience, that person has obtained and taken into account in that 

person’s general advice, the advice from an appropriately qualified or experienced 

person. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Tim Kirkwood 
GENERAL MANAGER  
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 
2025, Mayor Batt is to advise all attendees that: 
 

a) this meeting is being recorded;  

b) all persons attending the meeting are to be respectful of, and considerate towards, other 

persons attending the meeting; and 

c) language and conduct at the meeting that could be perceived as offensive, defamatory 

or threatening to a person attending the meeting, or listening to the recording, is not 

acceptable. 

 

1. PRAYERS 
 
Reverend Dennis Cousens to recite prayers. 
 
 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we meet today, and 
recognise their continuing connection to the land, water and to community. We pay respects 
to Elders past and present. 
 
 

3. ATTENDANCE 

 
 
 

4. APOLOGIES 
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5. MINUTES 
 
5.1 Ordinary Council Meeting  
 
The Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the previous meeting of Council held on 24th June 
2026, as circulated, are submitted for confirmation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Minutes (Open Council Minutes) of the Council Meeting held 24th June 2026 
be confirmed. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 

5.2 Special Committees of Council Minutes 
 

5.2.1 Special Committees of Council - Receipt of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of the following Special Committees of Council, as circulated, are submitted for 
receipt: 
 

 Woodsdale Hall General Committee Meeting – Meeting held 29 June 2026 

 Woodsdale Cemetery Management Committee - Meeting held 15 July 2026 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the minutes of the Special Committees of Council be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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5.2.2 Special Committees of Council - Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations contained within the minutes of the following Special Committees of 
Council are submitted for endorsement: 
 

 Woodsdale Hall General Committee Meeting – Meeting held 29 June 2026 

 Woodsdale Cemetery Management Committee - Meeting held 15 July 2026 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the recommendations contained within the minutes of the Special Committees 
of Council be endorsed. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 
 
5.3 Joint Authorities (Established Under Division 4 Of The Local Government 

Act 1993) 
 

5.3.1 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Minutes 
 
Nil. 
 

5.3.2 Joint Authorities - Receipt of Reports (Annual & Quarterly) 
 

Nil. 
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6. NOTIFICATION OF COUNCIL WORKSHOPS 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2025, the Agenda is to include details of any Council workshop held since the 
last meeting. 
 
One workshop has been held since the last Ordinary Meeting. 
 
A workshop was held on the 13 July 2026 at the Council Chambers, Oatlands commencing 
at 9.30 a.m. 
 
Attendance:  Mayor E Batt, Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon, Clrs A E Bisdee OAM and D 

Fish. 

Also in Attendance: T Kirkwood, D Richardson, G Finn, W Young, B Williams, A Townsend 
and A Burbury.  

Apologies:  Clrs D Blackwell, B Campbell and F Miller. 
 

The Workshop focussed on the following items for consideration and discussion: 

 
1. State Planning Provisions and Local Provisions Schedule (Heritage related) 

 

Background: 

The move from the Southern Midlands Interim Planning Scheme to the Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme - Southern Midlands, the way Council manages heritage as a Planning Authority has 
substantially shifted.  Southern Midlands has long been renowned as one of the excelling 
council's in heritage management, with a very robust local heritage list arising from the 2007 
GHD Southern Midlands Heritage Survey. The Tasmanian Planning Scheme, in the opinion of 
many heritage practitioners has some fundamental flaws (some of which were raised in the 
Community Cabinet session at Oatlands a couple of years ago).   

Council made a submission to the 5-yearly review of the State Planning Provisions (SPP's) four 
years ago, and there has been no change.   

Council's Manager Heritage Projects and Services has been working with other council heritage 
staff and practitioners over the past year or so in drafting a suggested amendment to the SPP's 
to alleviate these flaws.   

Further, the heritage provisions of the Southern Midlands Local Provisions Schedule are 
considered to require review, both to better align with the SPP's (both existing and preferably 
with the proposed amendments) and to provide a more rigid and fair application of the SPP's to 
development proponents.  

Manager Heritage Projects (Brad Williams) presented two discussion papers which will 
form the basis of formal reports in the near future. 
 

2. Update in relation to the production of the book titled: If The Walls Could 
Talk: Exploring the Amazing Historic Interiors of the Southern Midlands 

 

Alan Townsend attended the workshop to provide an update and present an overview of the 
book. The book is being written by Alan Townsend and Linda Clark. Linda is a professional 
conservator who has had a long career with organisations such as the Queen Victoria 
Museum and National Trust, and whilst now retired she has been volunteering for Council’s 
Heritage Projects Program 1-day per week for the last 8 years, with her focus on wallpaper 
conservation and colonial interiors.  
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Council, at its meeting held in November 2025, agreed to financially underwrite the cost of 
producing the book. 
 

3. Junior Mayor and Junior Deputy Mayor Presentations  
 
Hayden Scott (Oatlands District High School) attended the workshop. He addressed Council 
and provided an excellent presentation in support of his nomination for the position of either 
Junior Mayor or Junior Deputy Mayor. He spoke about his leadership qualities; interest in 
community affairs and local government; his commitment to representing young people 
within the Southern Midlands municipal area and how he would contribute to community 
initiatives and youth engagement. 
 
Note: The nominee from the Campania District High School withdrew their nomination. 
 
A formal appointment is to be made at the July 2026 Council Meeting. 
 

4. Wellington Street, Oatlands – Traffic / Car Parking Issues  
 

Director Assets (David Richardson) provided an update on the outcomes of a site meeting 
with the Department for Education, Children and Young People Director Facility Services 
(Todd Williams) and ODHS Principal (Denise Bryant). 
 
Two issues to be progressed: 
 

- School Principal is to consult and seek input from the School Association in relation 

to an off-street parking proposal within the School property  particualry as it impacts 

on a playground area; 

- DECYP Director Facility Services to contact the Department of State Growth 

(Building Tasmania), as the responsible agency, with a request to relocate the 

electronic speed limit sign located on Wellington Street to a point closer to High 

Street. 

 

5. Other Business: 
 
5.1        H5 Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) – Information Only 

 

Letter dated 6 July 2026 from the Hon Gavin Pearce (Minister for Primary Industries and 
Water) circulated to all Councillors 
 
The workshop concluded at approximately 11.35 a.m. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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7. COUNCILLORS – QUESTION TIME 

 
7.1 Questions (On Notice) 
 
Regulation 30 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025 relates to 
Questions on notice.  It states: 
 

(1) A councillor, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting or a council 
committee meeting, may give written notice to the general manager of a 
question in respect of which the councillor seeks an answer at that meeting. 

(2)  An answer to a question on notice must be in writing. 
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7.2 Questions Without Notice 
 
Section 29 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025 relates to 
Questions without notice. 
 
It states: 

“29.   Questions without notice 

(1) A councillor at a meeting may ask a question without notice – 
 
(a) of the chairperson; or 
(b) through the chairperson, of – 
(i) another councillor; or 
(ii) the general manager. 
 
(2) In putting a question without notice at a meeting, a councillor must not – 
 
(a) offer an argument or opinion; or 
(b) draw any inferences or make any imputations – except so far as may be necessary 

to explain the question. 
 
(3) The chairperson of a meeting must not permit any debate of a question without notice 

or its answer. 
 
(4) The chairperson, councillor or general manager who is asked a question without 

notice at a meeting may decline to answer the question. 
 
(5) The chairperson of a meeting may refuse to accept a question without notice if it 

does not relate to the activities of the council. 
 
(6) Questions without notice, and any answers to those questions, are not required to 

be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 
(7) The chairperson of a meeting may require a councillor to put a question without 

notice in writing. 
 
An opportunity is provided for Councillors to ask questions relating to Council business, 
previous Agenda items or issues of a general nature.  
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8. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the chairman of a meeting is to request Councillors 
to indicate whether they have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest in any item on the 
Agenda. 
 
Accordingly, Councillors are requested to advise of a pecuniary interest they may have in 
respect to any matter on the agenda, or any supplementary item to the agenda, which 
Council has resolved to deal with, in accordance with Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
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9. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA  

 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Regulation 8 (6) of the Local Government 
(Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the Council, by absolute majority may decide at an 
ordinary meeting to deal with a matter that is not on the agenda if the General Manager has 
reported – 
 
(a) the reason it was not possible to include the matter on the agenda; and 
(b) that the matter is urgent; and 
(c) that advice has been provided under section 65 of the Act. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: Council resolve by absolute majority to deal with any supplementary items not 
appearing on the agenda, as reported by the General Manager in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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10. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (SCHEDULED FOR 10.30 A.M.) 
 
In accordance with the requirements of Part 2 Division 4 of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025, the agenda is to make provision for public question time. 
 
In particular, Regulations 36, 37 and 38 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2025 provide the following: 
 

36.  Questions by member of the public 

(1)  The chairperson of an ordinary council meeting must ensure that, if required, at least 15 
minutes of that meeting is made available for questions by members of the public. 
(2)  A question asked by a member of the public under regulation 37 or 38, and the answer 
given to that question, is not to be debated at the ordinary council meeting. 
(3)  A council is to determine any other procedures to be followed in respect of public 
question time at an ordinary council meeting. 

37.  Questions without notice by member of the public 

(1)  A member of the public may, on invitation by the chairperson of an ordinary council 
meeting, ask a question without notice at the meeting. 
(2)  A public question without notice must relate to the activities of the council. 
(3)  The chairperson of an ordinary council meeting may require a public question without 
notice to be – 
(a) put on notice in writing; and 
(b) answered at a later ordinary council meeting. 

38.  Questions on notice by member of the public 

(1)  A member of the public may, at least 7 days before an ordinary council meeting, give 
written notice to the general manager of a question to which the member of the public seeks 
an answer at the meeting. 
(2)  A public question on notice must relate to the activities of the council. 
(3)  The chairperson of an ordinary council meeting may address a public question on notice. 
(4)  The period referred to in subregulation (1) includes Saturdays, Sundays and statutory 
holidays, but does not include – 
(a) the day on which notice is given under that subregulation; or 
(b) the day of the ordinary council meeting. 
 
Councillors are advised that at the time of issuing the Agenda, no questions on notice had 
been received from the public. 
 
Mayor E Batt to invite questions from members of the public in attendance. 
 
 
 
 
10.1 Permission to Address Council 
 

Nil. 
 

 
  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2025-025#GS37@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2025-025#GS38@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sr-2025-025#GS38@Gs1@EN
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11. MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN UNDER 
REGULATION 16 (5) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MEETING 
PROCEDURES) REGULATIONS 2025 

 
Nil.  
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12. COUNCIL ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY PURSUANT TO 
THE LAND USE PLANNING AND APPROVALS ACT 1993 AND 
COUNCIL’S STATUTORY LAND USE PLANNING SCHEME 

 
Session of Council sitting as a Planning Authority pursuant to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and Council’s statutory land use planning schemes. 
 
12.1 Development Applications 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.2 Subdivisions 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.3 Municipal Seal (Planning Authority) 
 
Nil. 
 
 
12.4 Planning (Other) 
 
Nil. 
 
 

 
 

[THIS CONCLUDES THE SESSION OF COUNCIL  
ACTING AS A PLANNING AUTHORITY] 
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13. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
INFRASTRUCTURE) 

 
13.1 Roads 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.1 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of roads in the municipal area.  

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.2 Bridges 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.2 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of bridges in the municipality. 

 

Nil. 
 
 

13.3 Walkways, Cycle Ways and Trails 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.3 
Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of walkways, cycle ways and pedestrian areas to provide 
consistent accessibility.  

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.4 Lighting 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.4 

Ensure adequate lighting based on demonstrated need / Contestability of energy supply. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.5 Buildings 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.5 

Maintenance and improvement of the standard and safety of public buildings in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.6 Sewer / Water and Energy 
 
Strategic Plan Reference(s) 1.6 
Increase the capacity of access to reticulated sewerage services / Increase the capacity and ability to access water to 
satisfy development and Community to have access to reticulated water. 

 
Nil. 
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13.7 Drainage 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.7 

Maintenance and improvement of the town storm-water drainage systems. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.8 Waste 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.8 

Maintenance and improvement of the provision of waste management services to the Community. 

 
Nil. 
 
 
13.9 Information, Communication Technology 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 1.9 

Improve access to modern communications infrastructure. 

 
Nil. 
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13.10 Officer Reports – Infrastructure & Works 
 
13.10.1 Manager – Infrastructure & Works Report 
 
Author: DIRECTOR OF ASSETS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date:  17 JULY 2026 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Capital Works Program 2025-2026 Projected Timelines as at 30 June 2026 

 
This report outlines the current and upcoming works across the municipality. It provides an 
overview of ongoing projects, scheduled maintenance, and capital works to improve 
infrastructure and community facilities. 
 
Roads Program 

1. Maintenance Grading: Ongoing maintenance grading works will continue 

throughout the municipality. 

2. Pothole Repairs: Both sealed and unsealed roads are being addressed for pothole 

repairs as resources permit. 

3. Culvert Cleaning & Drainage Works: Drainage and culvert cleaning activities are 

underway in various locations. These works will continue as weather conditions allow. 

4. Roads Gravel re-sheeting works have been completed where required on various 

roads.   

Current Capital Works 
1. Mood food to Kempton walkway has been completed. 

2. Parattah kerb and footpath replacement has been completed (stage1 and 2). 

3. Bagdad Community Club works are continuing on the upgrade of the waste water 

system.  

4. Bagdad School commence footpath construction including safety bollards and line 

marking as part of VRUP (State government grant)  

5. Chauncey Vale completion of pathway access to new toilets. 

Parks and Reserves 
1. Recreation Grounds, Parks & Playgrounds: Regular maintenance continues on 

recreation grounds, parks, and playgrounds as required. 

2. Scheduled Playground Inspections: Inspections are being carried out to ensure 

compliance with safety and quality standards. 

3. The installation of an electronic scoreboard is completed at Oatlands Recreation 

Ground and is now operational. 

Bridge Works 
1. Bridge Maintenance: Minor works on several bridges are currently in progress and 

will continue as required. Scope of works specifications are currently being prepared 

for reconstruction works on 2 bridges. 
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Building Services Unit 
1. Council Building Maintenance: Ongoing maintenance works have been carried out 

on various council buildings and will continue. 

2. Ceiling Repair at Roche Hall: Repair works are in progress and will continue as 

resources allow. 

3. Kempton Childcare facility: Works have commenced on building and outdoor 

space upgrades. 

Planned Works 
1. Road Maintenance: 

o Drainage and pavement repairs on various roads. 

o Edge break repairs across various roads. 

o Guidepost and signage replacement will continue as resources allow. 

2. Bridge Maintenance: Ongoing and planned bridge maintenance repairs. 

3. Kempton-Mood Food Pathway: Construction works are completed. 

4. Building Maintenance: Continued maintenance on various council buildings. 

5. Bagdad club Install a new underground pipe to alleviate constraints on the current 

sewerage disposal system (almost completed). 

6. Bagdad School Finalise footpath and bollards constructions works. 

 
 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO THE DIRECTOR ASSETS 

 

 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Infrastructure & Works Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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14. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
GROWTH) 

 
 

14.1 Residential 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.1 

Increase the resident, rate-paying population in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.2 Tourism 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.2 

Increase the number of tourists visiting and spending money in the municipality. 

 
Nil. 
 
 

14.3 Business 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.3 
Increase the number and diversity of businesses in the Southern Midlands / Increase employment within the municipality 

/ Increase Council revenue to facilitate business and development activities (social enterprise). 

 
Nil. 
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14.4 Industry 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 2.4 
Retain and enhance the development of the rural sector as a key economic driver in the Southern Midlands / Increase 
access to irrigation water within the municipality. 

 

14.4.1 Director of Inland Fisheries & Place Naming Tasmania – Naming of Dam off 
Den Road, Melton Mowbray  

 

Author: GENERAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 15 JULY 2026 

Enclosure(s): 
Site Map 
 
ISSUE 

Council to provide its support for the naming of a Dam off Den Road, Melton Mowbray. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

The Inlands Fisheries Service lists individual water bodies by name on its website 
www.ifs.tas.gov.au and on the InFish App. 
 
Assigning an official name to a water body improves fishery management and provides 
anglers with a clear and consistent means of identifying and referring to it. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The Director of Inland Fisheries is seeking Council support to make an application to Place 
Naming Tasmania to name a small lake in the Southern Midlands Council area. 
 
The small lake proposed to be named is situated on the southern side of Den Road, 
approximately 5.5 kilometres east of Melton Mowbray – refer attached Site Map. 
 
The IFS has entered into an access agreement with the landowner and is currently in the 
process of establishing a new fishery at this water. 
 
This requires a name that is recognisable to anglers for the purpose of Legislative fishery 
regulation. 
 
It is proposed that this waterbody be named ‘Den Dam’. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Nil. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – The General Manager has 
contacted the landowner and confirmed that an access agreement has been entered into. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – N/A 
 
 

http://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council provide its written support to the Director of Inland Fisheries to name 
the waterbody off Den Road, Melton Mowbray as ‘Den Dam’. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 14.4.1 
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15. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME –
LANDSCAPES) 

 

15.1 Heritage 
 

Strategic Plan Reference – Page 22 

3.1.1 Maintenance and restoration of significant public heritage assets. 
3.1.2 Act as an advocate for heritage and provide support to heritage property owners. 

3.1.3 Investigate document, understand and promote the heritage values of the Southern Midlands. 
 

15.1.1 Heritage Project Program Report 
 

Author: MANAGER HERITAGE PROJECTS AND SERVICES (BRAD WILLIAMS) 

Date: 22 JULY 2026 

ISSUE 
 

Report from the Manager, Heritage Projects on various Southern Midlands Heritage 
Projects. 
 

DETAIL 
During the past month, Southern Midlands Council Heritage Projects have included: 
 

 Support to the Artist in Residence program – Our current Artist is Linda Gallus, a 
painter from Victoria. Linda’s inspiration is nature, history, geography and rural 
scenes. 

 Support to Australian Garden History Society for their group booking based at the 
Supreme Court & Oatlands tour. 

 The Development Application has been lodged for the Oatlands Town Hall Access 
and Amenities Upgrade Project. 

 Planning for various events for the Oatlands Heritage and Bullock Festival, including 
an Artist in Residence Retrospective exhibition, a Probation Stations of the Southern 
Midlands exhibition and ‘The History of Colour in Historic Interiors’ symposium (in 
collaboration with Heritage Tasmania, Government House Queensland and the 
University of Melbourne).   

 Research for an Oatlands to Parattah History Walk in collaboration with the Heritage 
Highway Tourism Association.  

 Finalisation of the draft Local Heritage Precinct provisions in the Southern Midlands 
Local Provisions Schedule and consultation with other council heritage officers and 
planners for a submission to the State Planning Office regarding issues with the State 
Planning Provisions of the Local Historic Heritage Code.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Heritage Projects Program Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.2 Natural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference – page 23/24 

3.2.1 Identify and protect areas that are of high conservation value. 
3.2.2 Encourage the adoption of best practice land care techniques. 

 

15.2.1 NRM Unit – General Report 
 
Author:  NRM UNIT MANAGER (MARIA WEEDING) 
 
Date: 14 JULY 2026 

DETAIL 

 Lake Dulverton – spent time working with BioSecurity Tas re testing done on some 
swan carcasses found at Lake Dulverton. The tests were conducted as a result of 
precautionary surveillance testing for the highly pathogenic H5N1 Bird Flu that has 
recently been recorded on mainland Australia. 

 Spent time finalising a community survey in regard to the new playground equipment 
proposed for Kempton Recreation ground. Information on the playground including the 
placement location proposed has been compiled, ready for the community to view the 
information at the Kempton Council offices.  A drop in session is also planned for the 
community to be able to speak directly with Council officers. The drop in session will 
be Thursday 23rd July 3.30-6.30 p.m. and the survey response period for submissions 
will be from Monday 20 July to Friday 31 July. 

 Tas Water are considering placing a drink bottle refiller station near the Lake Dulverton 
foreshore car park, opposite Callington Park.  TasWater would co-ordinate and 
undertake works, at no cost to Council. 

 A new door for the shower facility at the Lake Dulverton foreshore former aquatic 
building has been ordered.  The current door has badly weathered. The door will be 
made specifically for the site and will be powder coated metal clad for durability.  

 Helen completed the update of Council’s Workplace Health and Safety document.   

 Helen will be on medical leave from end of June through to the end of July. 

Weeds Officer Report, Mary Smyth 

15th June – 13th July 2026 

(Please note that I was on annual leave for a fortnight during this reporting period). 

Enquiries/feedback 

The CSIRO has finally contacted me regarding supply of the African boxthorn rust fungus 
biocontrol agent: the materials will arrive in late August/early September to take advantage 
of the warmer weather. I have one site in Oatlands and two in Tunbridge earmarked to make 
initial releases. I will also be monitoring the results and sending the information to a national 
data base. 

An Eldon Road resident submitted a “Report-a-weed” regarding the newish outbreak of 
Great mullein and Wild mignonette in a limited roadside strip near Rabbit Hill Road. These 
are not declared weeds, but they are outliers and completely eradicable at this location at 
this early stage. They, and a couple of other sites, have been added to the Jones’ roadside 
weeds list. 
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Site visits 

A small planting bee held at Mangalore Recreation Ground to replace the 11 dead banksias 
and 1 dead swamp gum (the latter a victim of sawfly larvae, the former from nasty sticky 
clay soil). There are still a few of the original banksias left, but the tea-trees and melaleucas 
will do much better! 

On the same day, replacement plantings were begun on the Kempton oval mounds, and 
some of the old plastic sleeves were replaced.  

Communication 

Published an article on Adjuvants in the Southern Midlands Regional News. 

Whilst perusing the Tasmanian Weeds Facebook page in late June, I came across an 
illustrated report of Madeira vine on the roadside near the intersection of Black Brush Road 
and Elderslie Road. Madeira vine is declared in Tasmania, and is a Weed of National 
Significance. This is the first time it has been found in the Southern Midlands. I have carried 
out some initial vine reduction work already, but this plant is in a tricky position relative to 
the road and the Jordan River, and utmost care must be taken to ensure none of the aerial 
tubers (which infest the nodes throughout the plant) fall into the river and are transported 
downstream. I have been liaising with the Tasmanian herbarium and NRE’s Invasive 
Species Branch officers to ensure I have the best advice regarding the eradication of this 
awful weed.  

Weeds Action Fund (WAF) Stage 3 – stemless thistle 

No on-ground work from the contractors this month. 

Weeds Action Fund (WAF) – invasive perennial grasses: southern and eastern 
Tasmania 

Some mop-up on-ground work from the contractors this month discovered 70+ serrated 
tussock plants at the end of Matzoo Lane, right on the SMC boundary. This is quite alarming 
as only a couple of plants had been discovered previously at the start of the lane. 

Related and extra-curricular activities 

 On the first weekend during my annual leave, I attended the workshop “Growing the 

Network: protecting and maintaining high conservation areas”. This was hosted by 

Landcare Tasmania at the Hobart Sustainability Centre, Mt Nelson. Whilst chatting 

over lunch, I met an employee of Huon Valley Council who told me about the Southern 

Weed Network meetings that occur regularly in her neck of the woods. I expressed 

interest in attending and have already been added to the mailing list! I will be dialling 

in (via Teams) to my first meeting on 15th July. 

 Another 6 local native seedlings (most grown by me) have been added to a plant bed 

on the northern side of Tunbridge Park. All were supplied with my own tree guards, 

mats, planting gel and mulch. The banksia seedlings on the southern side of the 

playground are rocketing along, and the cabbage gum in the middle of this row is 

growing very well. There has been some animal damage to the base of two of the three 

Claret ash advanced trees planted last year: one has been guarded and the other will 

soon be. 

 On the first week of annual leave I attended a webinar on the impacts of feral deer 

throughout Australia, hosted by the Invasive Species Council. Very interesting info! 
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Chauncy Vale Weeds 

No on-ground work this month. Awaiting budgetary go-ahead to resume thistle work soon 
(hopefully!). 

337 certificate enquiries 

I processed 6 properties this month, and Maria did another 3 whilst I was on leave.  

Weed of the Week 

Gorse and Cootamundra wattle displayed at the end of the entrance hall at Oatlands Council 
offices this month. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the NRM Unit Report be received and the information noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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15.3 Cultural 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.3 

Ensure that the cultural diversity of the Southern Midlands is maximised. 

 
 
Nil. 
 
 
15.4 Regulatory (Development) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.4 

A regulatory environment that is supportive of and enables appropriate development. 

 
 
Nil 
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15.5 Regulatory (Public Health) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.5 

Monitor and maintain a safe and healthy public environment. 

 

15.5.1 Policy Development – Food Safety Policy 
 

Author: MANAGER DEVELOPMENT & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (GRANT FINN) 

Date: 15 JULY 2026 

Enclosure(s): 
Food Safety Policy 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider the adoption of a Food Safety Policy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Council’s Risk Register makes reference to a Food Safety Policy.  
 
As an outcome of the recent review, it is apparent that Council does not have such a Food 
Safety Policy.  
 
DETAIL 
 
Food borne illness and infectious disease can have serious impacts on the local community.  
 
Where premises handle and sell food, if food is not safely stored and handled correctly, 
bacteria and other harmful microorganisms and their toxins, can multiply to dangerous levels 
and cause illness. 
 
This Policy, as attached is intended to outline Council’s role, and the measures put in place 
to prevent such food related illness. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Applicable to delegated staff in their 
undertaking 
 
Council’s Environmental Health Officer is responsible for ensuring that the requirements of 
this policy are in place, and that relevant legislative requirements with regard to food 
premises/food safety are complied with. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A 

 
Policy Implications – Policy document. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT: 
 
1. Receive and note the report; and  

2. Subject to any amendments, the ‘Food Safety Policy’ be submitted for formal 

adoption at the August 2026 Council meeting. 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.5.1 
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15.6 Regulatory (Animals) 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.6 

Create an environment where animals are treated with respect and do not create a nuisance for the community 

 

15.6.1 Animal Management Report 
 
Author: ANIMAL MANAGEMENT OFFICER – RELIEF OFFICER (JO ROWLEY) 

Date: 17 JULY 2026 

Enclosure(s): 
Animal Management Statement 2026 

 
ISSUE 
 
Consideration of the Animal Management/Compliance Officer’s report for July 2026. 

The purpose of the report is: 

1. To inform both Council and the community of infringements issued by Council 

Officers in relation to Animal Management for the nominated reporting period 

June-July 2026;  

2. Provide a brief summary of actions and duties undertaken by Council Officers in 
relation to animal management; and  

3. This in turn informs the community of the requirements and expectations of the 
Council to uphold and enforce relevant legislation. In addition it also reinforces 
the importance of responsible ownership of animals. 

 
All infringements detailed in this report were issued under the Dog Control Act 2000. 
 
Resource Sharing 

 
Southern Midlands Council provides Animal Management services to the Central 
Highlands Council through a resource sharing arrangement.  
 
Jobs of note are itemised in the enclosed statement. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Animal Management report be received and the information noted. 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 15.6.1 
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15.7 Environmental Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 3.7 
Implement strategies to address the issue of environmental sustainability in relation to its impact on Councils corporate 
functions and on the Community. 

 
Nil.  
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16. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
COMMUNITY) 

 
 

16.1 Community Health and Wellbeing 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.1 

Support and improve the independence, health and wellbeing of the Community. 

 
Nil. 
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16.2 Recreation 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.2 
 

Provide a range of recreational activities and services that meet the reasonable needs of the community. 

 

16.2.1 Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinators Report 
 
Author: OATLANDS AQUATIC CENTRE COORDINATOR (ADAM BRIGGS)  

Date:   

ISSUE 
 
Oatlands Aquatic Centre – Coordinator’s Report for the month of June 2026. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The purpose of the report is twofold: 
 

1. To report on the financial performance of the Centre compared to budget for the 
relevant month ending; and 

2. To provide details regarding usage of the facility. 
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FINANCIAL REPORTING 
 

Operating Budget: 
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Group Bookings & Programs – June (16/6/26 - 14/7/26): 
 

Event / Booking School / Group Participation Numbers 

Physio Rehab 
Sessions 

Annabel Butler – Physiotherapist 19 individual bookings 

GYM / Lane Hire Centre Fitness Classes – GYM & Pool 
 

7 Aqua Aerobic classes 
8 GYM classes 
140 participants  

GYM / Lane Hire Corumbene Program – GYM & Pool 4 pool individual bookings 
4 GYM individual bookings 
18 participants 

Lane Hire St Francis School 12 participants 

Lane Hire Sacred Heart School (Geeveston) 42 participants 

Lane Hire Oatlands District School 25 participants 

Centre Visits Fitness Passport 18 participants (June) 

Centre Visits Birthday Party 2 individual parties 

Lane Hire Midlands Swimming Club 8 individual bookings 

 
USAGE FOR THE PERIOD 16/6/2026 – 14/7/2026 
PAID UPFRONT 

 

 

 

 

  

Type Units 

Gym & Classes 
 

Gym Class Pass 10 Sessions  6 

PAYG – Gym Class 64 

PAYG – Gym (16 years)  14 

PAYG – Gym (Concession) 11 

Gym/Pool Combo  

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (16 years) 8 

Gym/Pool Pass 10 Sessions (Concession) 5 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (17 years)  0 

PAYG – Gym/Pool Combo (Concession) 10 

Learn to Swim   

Term 3 Program, 2026 Enrolments (Currently) 125 

July School Holiday Private Lesson Program 15 (Full) 

Pool  

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (17 +) 1 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Concession) 1 

Upfront 6 Months Pool Membership (Family) 1 

PAYG – Pool (4 years and under) 76 

PAYG – Pool (5-16) 169 

PAYG – Pool (17) 209 

PAYG – Pool (Concession) 189 

PAYG – (Family) 16 



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 22nd July 2026 

Page 46 of 85 

 

DIRECT DEBITS – Current Numbers 

Type Units 

DD Pool/Gym 9 

DD Gym 15 

DD 6 Months Pool – 17 years + 17 

DD 6 Months Pool – Child/Concession 7 

DD 6 Months Centre – Family 2 

DD Learn to Swim Lessons – Term 2 18 
 

 
Grant Applications & General Information 
 
See below an update on new programs and projects implemented during June: 
 

- Over the past fortnight the Centre has been in conversation with Royal Life Saving 

Australia in regards to forming a partnership between both parties to apply and 

execute a Swim & Survive Grant Application. The program would target Year 7 

students as part of the Inland Waterways High School Program to provide students 

with the abilities to complete their Bronze Star or Bronze Medallion qualifications into 

the future. 
Funding allocation will be finalised in the coming weeks and Council will be informed 

of the outcome.  

 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – Refer above detail. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Not applicable. 
 
Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Not applicable. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received and noted. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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16.3 Access 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.3 
Continue to explore transport options for the Southern Midlands community / Continue to meet the requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 

 

Nil. 
 

16.4 Volunteers 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.4 

Encourage community members to volunteer. 

 
Nil. 
 

16.5 Families 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.5 
Ensure that appropriate childcare services as well as other family related services are facilitated within the community / 
Increase the retention of young people in the municipality / Improve the ability of seniors to stay in their communities. 

 

Nil. 
 
 
16.6 Education 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.6 

Increase the educational and employment opportunities available within the Southern Midlands 

 
Nil. 
 
 
16.7 Capacity & Sustainability 
 

Strategic Plan Reference 4.7 
Build, maintain and strengthen the capacity of the community to help itself whilst embracing social inclusion to achieve 
sustainability. 

 
Nil. 
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16.8 Safety 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Increase the level of safety of the community and those visiting or passing through the municipality. 

 

16.8.1 8 Union Street, Campania (Campania Fire Station) – New Lease – Southern 
Midland Council and the State Fire Commission  

 

Author: DIRECTOR ASSETS (DAVID RICHARDSON) 

Date: 17 JULY 2026 

Attachment(s): 
Draft Lease (includes a Plan showing the Leased premises). 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider and approve entering into a new five-year lease between the Southern 
Midlands Council and the State Fire Commission (SFC) relating to the property at 8 Union 
Street, Campania. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The property at 8 Union Street, Campania comprises a Council-owned parcel of land with 
an area of 559 m2. The Campania Fire Station is situated on the land, with the building and 
associated improvements owned and maintained by the State Fire Commission. 
 
The previous Lese expired on 23 October 2010 and for whatever reason was never 
renewed. Since that time, the State Fire Commission has continued to occupy the site. 
 
The State Fire Commission has advised that it is not currently in a position to purchase the 
land due to competing priorities and resource constraints, and has requested a new lease 
to provide security of tenure and facilitate planned upgrades to the fire station. 
 
The following provisions from the Local Government Act 1993 relate to the leasing of land: 

Section 177.   Sale and disposal of land 

(1)  A council may sell, lease, donate, exchange or otherwise dispose of land owned by it, 
other than public land, in accordance with this section. 
(2)  Before a council sells, leases, donates, exchanges or otherwise disposes of any land, it 
is to obtain a valuation of the land from the Valuer-General or a person who is qualified to 
practise as a land valuer under section 4 of the Land Valuers Act 2001 . 
(3)  ………………………… 
(4)  ………………………… 
(5)  A contract pursuant to this section for the sale, lease, donation, exchange or other 
disposal of land which is public land is of no effect. 
(6)  A decision by a council under this section must be made by absolute majority. 
 

This property is not classified as Public Land for the purposes of the Act. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2001-999
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2001-999
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DETAIL 
 
The SFC has requested that the lease expire on 2 December 2027. This shorter term aligns 
the lease with the adjoining parcel leased by the SFC from the Department of Education, 
Children & Young People (DECYP).   
 
The proposed lease includes one option to renew for a further five-year term. 
 
The draft lease generally reflects the terms of previous agreement between the parties. 
While the State Fire Commission initially proposed a nominal rental of $1.00 per annum, 
Council’s Director Assets has negotiated an annual rental of $1,000, which is broadly 
equivalent to the rates and charges that would otherwise apply to the land as a vacant 
allotment. 
 
Under the lease, the State Fire Commission will be responsible for: 
 

 payment of the annual rent; 

 payment of all separately metered services, including electricity, telecommunications, 

water and sewerage charges; 

 compliance with the terms and conditions of the lease; 

 compliance with all applicable statutory requirements and notices issued by Council 

or other government authorities; and 

 maintenance of the buildings and improvements located on the site, consistent with 

previous lease arrangements. 

The proposed lease provides certainty for both Council and the State Fire Commission while 
supporting the continued operation and future improvement of the Campania Fire Station. 
 
Lease Amount 
 
In accordance with section 177(2) of the Act, a valuation has been sought from a person 
who is qualified to practise as a land valuer. It is expected that the valuation will be received 
from the Valuer-General’s office prior to the meeting. 
 
The valuation will only relate to the land and not the buildings and other land improvements. 
 
Seeking a valuation is a statutory requirement only and Council is not compelled to rent for 
the valuation amount. 
 

It is proposed that the rent payable would be adjusted on an annual basis by the March 
Consumer Price Index (Hobart) each year and applicable from 1st July each year. 
 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – refer above detail. . It is currently treated 
as rate exempt. 
 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – The proposed lease 
provides certainty for both Council and the State Fire Commission while supporting the 
continued operation and future improvement of the Campania Fire Station. 
 

Policy Implications – N/A 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – New Lease to commence from 3rd July 2026. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council, by absolute majority: 
 

a. Receive and note the report; 

b. Pursuant to section 177 of the Local Government Act 1993, approve entering 

into a new lease agreement with the State Fire Commission (SFC) for the 

Council-owned property at 8 Union Street, Campania. 

c. Approve the terms and conditions of the draft Lease, including a lease term 

commencing 3 July 2026 and expiring on 2 December 2027, with one option 

to renew for a further five (5) year-term;  

d. set the commencement rental at $1000.00 per annum (excluding GST), 

indexed annually in accordance with the March Hobart Consumer Price Index 

effective from 1 July each year; 

e. refer the draft Lease to the State Fire Commission for review and feedback; 

and 

f. Subject to no material amendments being required, authorise execution of 

the Lease under Council seal. 

 

DECISION   (BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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16.9 Consultation & Communication 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 4.8 

Improve the effectiveness of consultation & communication with the community. 

 
 
Nil.  
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17. OPERATIONAL MATTERS ARISING (STRATEGIC THEME – 
ORGANISATION) 

 
17.1 Improvement 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.1 
Improve the level of responsiveness to Community & Developer needs / Improve communication within Council / Improve 
the accuracy, comprehensiveness and user friendliness of the Council asset management system / Increase the 
effectiveness, efficiency and use-ability of Council ICT systems / maintain the Business Process Improvement & 

Continuous Improvement framework 

 
 
Nil. 
 
 
17.2 Sustainability 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.2 
Retain corporate and operational knowledge within Council / Provide a safe and healthy working environment / Ensure 
that staff and elected members have the training and skills they need to undertake their roles / Increase the cost 
effectiveness of Council operations through resource sharing with other organisations / Continue to manage and improve 
the level of statutory compliance of Council operations / Ensure that suitably qualified and sufficient staff are available to 
meet the Communities need / Work co-operatively with State and Regional organisations / Minimise Councils exposure 

to risk / Ensure that exceptional customer service continues to be a hallmark of Southern Midlands Council 

 

17.2.1 Tabling of Documents 
 
Nil. 
 
 

17.2.2 Elected Member Statements 
 

An opportunity is provided for elected members to brief fellow Councillors on issues not 
requiring a decision. 
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17.2.3 Local Government Shared Services – Quarterly Update – Information Only 
 

Author:  MANAGER FINANCE (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 14 JULY 2026 

Enclosure(s): 
2025/2026 Shared Services to 30 June 2026 
 
ISSUE 
 
To inform Council of the Common Services Joint Venture activities for the period April – 
June 2026. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
There are seven existing members of the Common Services Joint Venture Agreement, with 
two other Council’s participating as non-members. 
 
Members: Brighton, Central Highlands, Glenorchy, Huon Valley, Sorell, Southern Midlands 
and Tasman. 
 
Council now include a standard internal report for Council’s information on SMC hours on 
a quarterly basis. 
 
DETAIL 
 
Refer enclosed summary of services provided by and provided to the Southern Midlands. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.3 
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17.2.4 Review of Existing Policy – Goods and Services Purchasing Policy   
 
Author: MANAGER FINANCE (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 16 JULY 2026 

Enclosure(s): 
Goods and Services Purchasing Policy (as amended) 
 
ISSUE 
 
Council to consider and approve updated ‘Goods and Services Purchasing Policy’. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
The aims of this Policy are to: 
 

 provide incumbents of positions authorisation to sign official Council purchase orders 
to requisition goods and services, pursuant to the relevant approved budget; and 

 enable officers to properly and effectively discharge the responsibilities of their 
respective positions (subject to all conditions). 

 
DETAIL 

The existing Policy was approved in September 2023 and warrants review due to the recent 
organisational restructure. 
 
The revised Policy recognises: 
 

a) the newly created Director positions; 
b) the management responsibilities associated with each; and 
c)   revised expenditure limits for individual positons and where co-authorisations are 

required. 
 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – as per Policy. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – N/A. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Immediate. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the ‘Goods and Services Purchasing Policy’ (as amended) be approved. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

daClr D F Fish   

Clr R McDougall   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.2.4 
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17.2.5 Southern Tasmanian Councils Association (STCA) – Winding Up of the 
Association (Information Only) 

 

Author: GENRAL MANAGER (TIM KIRKWOOD) 

Date: 8 JULY 2026 
 
ISSUE 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council that the Southern Tasmanian Councils 
Association is to be formally wound-up in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 
and the Southern Tasmanian Council Authority Rules. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Southern Tasmanian Councils Association (STCA) was established in 2006 to enable 
the twelve (12) Southern Councils to work together to facilitate and coordinate agreed 
regional development strategies and actions for the Southern Region. 
 
The STCA initially comprised 12 Councils including Brighton, Central Highlands, Clarence 
City, Derwent Valley, Glamorgan-Spring Bay, Glenorchy City, Hobart City, Huon Valley, 
Kingborough, Sorell, Southern Midlands and Tasman. 
 
The membership of the STCA has been in decline over many years with Glenorchy, 
Kingborough, Clarence, Glamorgan-Spring Bay and Derwent Valley Councils each 
withdrawing from the Association. 
 
Given the withdrawal of the above Council’s, the STCA was only representing seven of the 
12 Southern Council areas, which includes about 40% of the population. 
 
DETAIL 
 
There is an ongoing need for the southern councils to engage closely, particularly in respect 
to the southern regional and use strategy and other regional priority areas. 
 
At its meeting held on 16 December 2024, the STCA Board unanimously supported the 
formation and funding of a proposed Southern Tasmanian Councils Network (STCN) which 
would be supported by RDA Tasmania. 
 
The STCN, consisting of all 12 Southern Council areas and represented by their General 
Managers, held its first meeting in January 2026 and now meets on a regular basis. 
Accordingly, the time is now appropriate to complete the winding up of the STCA. 
 
The ability and process to wind-up the Authority is provided for by the Local Government 
Act 1993 and the Southern Tasmanian Council Authority Rules. 
 
Human Resources & Financial Implications – The Rules of the Authority provide for the 
distribution of assets or moneys remaining after payment of the expenses of the Authority. 
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The total estimated amount to be distributed (as at 30 June 2026) is $175,950. This will be 
distributed to the seven remaining members based on the proportionate payments made by 
the members. The Southern Midlands Council will receive approximately $21,400. 
 
Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – The winding-up of the 
Authority will be notified in the Gazette. 
 
Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Funds will be distributed as soon as the formal 
winding-up process has been concluded. The CEO of RDA (Tasmania) has been appointed 
as the person to administer the winding up of the Authority and to distribute the assets or 
moneys remaining after payment of expenses. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information be received. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.2.6 Junior Mayor / Junior Deputy Mayor - Appointment 
 

Author: MANAGER COMMUNITY & CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT (WENDY YOUNG) 

Date: 14 JULY 2026 
 
ISSUE 
 
The purpose of this report is for Council formally appoint Hayden Scott as the inaugural 
Southern Midlands Council Junior Mayor for the 2026–2027 term. 
 
BACKGROUND 

In March 2026, Council adopted the Junior Mayor/Junior Deputy Mayor Policy to establish 
a framework for engaging young people in local government and encouraging youth 
leadership within the Southern Midlands municipality.  

The objectives of the program are to: 

 Encourage young people to become active citizens and community leaders;  
 Provide opportunities for youth voices to be heard on Council matters;  
 Promote an understanding of local government processes;  
 Develop leadership, communication and civic participation skills; and  
 Strengthen collaboration between Council and local schools.  

Following the adoption of the policy, Council invited applications from eligible Year 9 and 
Year 10 students residing within the Southern Midlands municipality. 

DETAIL 

In accordance with the policy, Hayden attended a Council Workshop on 13 July 2026, where 
he delivered a presentation outlining his suitability for the role and addressing the selection 
criteria established within the policy. 

Hayden Scott presented to Councillors with confidence, professionalism and maturity, 
demonstrating a genuine commitment to representing the interests of young people within 
the municipality. 

During his presentation, Hayden highlighted: 

 his understanding of the role of local government;  
 his leadership qualities and commitment to community service;  
 his desire to encourage greater youth participation in Council activities;  
 innovative ideas to improve communication and engagement with young people; and  
 his commitment to acting as a positive ambassador for both Council and the youth of 

the Southern Midlands.  

Councillors were highly impressed with the calibre of Hayden's presentation, which clearly 
demonstrated the qualities sought under the Junior Mayor/Junior Deputy Mayor Policy. 
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The standard of the application and presentation was exceptionally high. Hayden's vision 
for strengthening youth engagement aligns strongly with the objectives of the program and 
reflects the values Council wishes to promote. 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – The costs associated with the Junior Mayor 
Program are provided for within Council's existing operational budget. 
 
Policy Implications – The appointment presents a positive opportunity for Council to 
strengthen youth engagement and leadership within the municipality. 

Appropriate supervision and support will be provided in accordance with Council's Junior 
Mayor/Junior Deputy Mayor Policy and Child Safety requirements.  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council: 

1. Appoint Hayden Scott as the inaugural Southern Midlands Council Junior 
Mayor for the period commencing 22 July, 2026 and concluding in February 
2027, in accordance with the Junior Mayor/Junior Deputy Mayor Policy; and   

2. Congratulate Hayden Scott on his appointment and acknowledge his 
commitment to representing the young people of the Southern Midlands 
Municipality.   

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.3 Finances 
 
Strategic Plan Reference 5.3 
Community’s finances will be managed responsibly to enhance the wellbeing of residents / Council will maintain community 
wealth to ensure that the wealth enjoyed by today’s generation may also be enjoyed by tomorrow’s generation / Council’s 
financial position will be robust enough to recover from unanticipated events, and absorb the volatility inherent in revenues 
and expenses. 

 

17.3.1 Monthly Financial Statement (Period ending 30 June 2026) 
 
Author: MANAGER FINANCE (MANDY BURBURY) 

Date: 14 JUNE 2026 
 
ISSUE 
 
Provide the Financial Report for the period ending 30th June 2026. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Operating Expenditure Report includes a Year to Date (YTD) Budget Column, with 
variations (and percentage) based on YTD Budgets. 
 
Note: Reported figures are not final as end-of-year accrual adjustments are still being 
processed. 
 
DETAIL 
 
The enclosed Report incorporates the following: - 
 
 Statement of Comprehensive Income – 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. 

 Operating Expenditure Report – 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. 

 Capital Expenditure Report – 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. 

 Cash Flow Statement – 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026. 

 

OPERATING EXPENDITURE (OPERATING BUDGET) 
 
Overall operating expenditure to end of June was $14,598,776, representing 94.5% of the 
Year to Date Budget.  
 
While there are some variations within the individual Program Budgets (refer following 
comments), expenditure is consistent with the Budget. 
 
Strategic Theme - Infrastructure 
 
Nil. 
 
Strategic Theme – Growth 
 



Southern Midlands Council 
Agenda – 22nd July 2026 

Page 66 of 85 

 

Sub-Program – Business - expenditure to date $393,910 (124.4%). Additional expenditure 
relates to a higher than anticipated value of private works (offset by an increase in private 
works income). 
 
Strategic Theme – Landscapes  
 
Nil.  
 
Strategic Theme – Community  
 
Sub-Program – Capacity & Sustainability – expenditure to date $61,963 (111.65%). 
Additional expenditure relate to a $5,335 State Government Resilience & Recovery Grant. 
Council managed the operating grant on behalf of farmers from the southern midlands to 
establish governance for a drought resilience group. 
 
Strategic Theme – Organisation  
 
Nil. 
 
 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROGRAM 
 
Capital expenditure projects are colour coded to signify the grant program and show the 
completion deadlines. A legend of the colour coding is as below: 
 
 
Legend – Source and completion deadlines for grant funded projects 
 

Roads to Recovery 
It is the Government’s intention that the full allocation is budgeted 
and spent in the year allocated 

Other Specific Purpose Grants Completion date as per grant deed or approved extension date 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Financial Report be received and the information noted. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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17.3.2 Woodsdale Football Club Cracker Night - Request for Donation  
 
Author: EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (JEMMA CROSSWELL) 

Date: 6 JULY 2026 
 
Enclosure(s): 
Woodsdale Football Club – Email dated 28 June 2026 

ISSUE 

Council to consider a request for a donation of $1,500 submitted by the Woodsdale Football 
Club Inc. to assist with the conduct of the Club’s 2026 Cracker Night. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Reference is made to Council’s ‘Donations & Community Support Policy’ which was 
reviewed and updated in May 2026. 
 
The following section of the Policy relates to ‘Assistance for Annual Events’: 
 
2.1 Assistance for Annual Events 

2.1.1  
 
 Request for assistance relating to annual events organised by not-for-profit 

organisations, community groups, service clubs and associations.  Applicants must be 
based in with the Southern Midlands Council municipal area.   The policy applies only 
to events that meet the definition of a “Place of Assembly”.  For the purpose of this 
policy, a Place of Assembly is defined as an event where: 

 

 1,000 or more persons are expected to be present; and 

 Attendance is expected for a duration of two (2) hours or more. 
 

Applicants must provide sufficient evidence to demonstrate that the event meets this 

threshold.   The level of assistance provided will be determined by Council based on 

demonstrated community benefit of the event, with the maximum donation being 

$1,500. 

 

A written request for Council assistance must be submitted at the same time as the 

Place of Assembly application.   Request submitted separately or after the Place of 

Assembly application may not be considered. 

DETAIL 
 
Councillors will recall that the intent of the recent policy review was to ensure that Council 
assistance is directed towards significant community events that provide social, cultural, 
tourism, and economic benefits to the municipality. 

This resulted in the introduction of a provision limiting financial assistance to events that 
meet the requirements of a Place of Assembly under relevant legislation and public safety 
requirements. 
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The Woodsdale Football Club's Cracker Night is an event that does not meet the Place of 
Assembly criteria outlined in Council's Policy. The request is therefore to be considered on 
merit. 
 
Council also receives numerous requests each year from community organisations, service 
clubs and not-for-profit groups seeking financial or in-kind assistance for annual events and 
fundraising activities. In order to maintain consistency with Council's Policy and previous 
decisions, it is considered appropriate to provide a modest contribution in recognition of the 
Club's community efforts rather than the maximum amount available under the Policy. 
 

Human Resources & Financial Implications – To be considered. 

Community Consultation & Public Relations Implications – Refer comment provided in 

the Email. 

Policy Implications – Policy related decision. 

Priority - Implementation Time Frame – Although the event was held on 4 July 2026, the 
request was not received until 28th June 2026 and this is the first available opportunity for 
Council to consider this matter. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council donate $100 to the Woodsdale Football Club to assist with the conduct 
of the Club’s 2026 Cracker Night. 
 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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ENCLOSURE 
Agenda Item 17.3.2 
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18. MUNICIPAL SEAL 
 
 
Nil. 
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19. CONSIDERATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS TO THE 
AGENDA 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 17 (1) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025, the following items are to be dealt with in Closed 
Session. 
 

Matter Local Government (Meeting Procedures) 
Regulations 2025 Reference 

Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 17(2) 

Applications for Leave of Absence 17(2)(i) 

Audit Panel Minutes 17(2)(h)(ii) 

LGAT 2026 by-election 17(2)(a) 

TasWaste South - Lutana Materials & 
Recovery Facility Contract Review 

17(2)(c) 

 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT in accordance with Regulation 17(2) of the Local Government (Meeting 
Procedures) Regulations 2025, Council move into Closed Session and the meeting 
be closed to members of the public. 
 

DECISION (MUST BE BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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CLOSED COUNCIL AGENDA 

 

20. BUSINESS IN “CLOSED SESSION” 
 
 
20.1 Closed Council Minutes - Confirmation 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 
 
 

20.2 Applications for Leave of Absence 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2)(i) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 
 
20.3 Audit Panel Minutes 
 

20.3.1  Receipt of Minutes 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2)(h)(ii) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 
 

20.3.2 Endorsement of Recommendations 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2)(h)(ii) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 

 
20.4 Local Government Association of Tasmania – 2026 By-Election 
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
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20.5  TasWaste South – Lutana Materials & Recovery Facility Contract Review – 
Future Procurement Direction 

 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2)(a) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 

 
20.6  20 Interlaken Road, Oatlands  
 

In accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025, the 
details of the decision in respect to this item are to be kept confidential and are not to be 
communicated, reproduced or published unless authorised by Council. 
Item considered in Closed Session in accordance with Regulation 17(2)(c) of the Local 
Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council move out of “Closed Session”. 
 

DECISION 

Councillor 
Vote 

FOR 

Vote  

AGAINST 

Mayor E Batt   

Deputy Mayor K Dudgeon   

Clr A E Bisdee OAM   

Clr D Blackwell   

Clr B Campbell   

Clr D Fish   

Clr F Miller   
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OPEN COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

21. CLOSURE 


